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We have given cons i derable thought to the Creel Census data and to 

its utilization. It is our opinion that for our purposes the c ards sh ould 

be sumnarized on a separate card for each lake or stream in ea.ch county. Then the 

data c an be filed wi th our field data cards. Our i n terest in t h e creel data will 

ordinarily be conn ected with suggesting development policies for e ach bod.y of wat er , 

and it would b e a great help to us to have such i nformation as to the species of 

game fish present and some idea as to their relative abundance. We have i n 

mind t h e printing of 6" x 9" cards for t h e copying of the data in t h is way. 

Of course the general 1 summaries are useful and · int eresting too, and we 

would like to have t hese. We would probably draw up a summary fo r each species 

under e ach county, and from t h e county summaries, one for the whole state. Th is of 

course means a lot of work , and we may be too much handicapped for lack of funds 

to do t he j ob the first year. But · t h is k eeping of a re cord of t h e c atch is a 

vital nee d in t he development of t he game fisheries as well as of t h e commercial 

fish eries . We are strongly convinced. of t h e need for making t he creel census 

permanent and extensive. The need for filling out a card for every fisherman in­

spected shouJ.d be drilled into ea ch Conservation Officer. The card should always 

be filled out, whether or not any fish have been caught. It should be made clear 

on the fis:hing licenses t hat this inspection wi ll b e made, and why it is made. 

We believe we could obtain t h e data we wish b est from t he _ 

It wou l d be most e ffici ent to copy the cards and make t h e one 
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time, about March, after all t h e cards for the previous year are certai nly in. 

Would it be convenient to let us have these inspection ca rds? They mi ght be sent down 

at i ntervals or sent in one b a tch, and we cou ld keep them, or return t hem at the 

Department's pleasure. Or possibly they could be mailed directly to the 

Institute for Fisheries Research. 

Pos s ibly a conference on t h e whole subject would be worth while. Titus, 

Lovejoy, Green, yourself and I should be co.ns i dered I suppose, along with others

you maysug :est. 

Director. 
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In pursuance of the ideas expressed in our Report 3, dated March 3, we 

have had printed eeveral thousand card• for the summarizing by lake or stream 

of the creel census data. Examplea of these cards are furnished herewith, made 

out from available data. Some are made out from the large sheets furnished for 

this purpose by the Department. On these sheets the failure to make entry of 

the Township will cause some confusion, for those lakes or streams the names 

of which are duplicated within the county. Furthermore, this lack of data will 

make it impossible to utilize the first three year's cards for studies of the 

different productivity of different sections of the streams. The "number of lines 

in party when fishing together" ls also lost for the first three years. The sig­

nificance of this item is, however, open to debate. In still fishing, the number 
perhaps 

of lines used by each fisherman should be recorded, as more significant than the 

total number of lines in the party. As we understand it, two lines were formerly 

allowed to be used, but only one line is now legal except in ice fishing. Is this 

correct? 

Our own staff in the field has been gathering in some creel census data, and 

has been passing out supplies of the salmon cards to interested sportsmen. We pro­

pose to continue to urge the filling out of the cards, but we shall now make out 

the 6x9 cards in the field ourselves. We do not recommend the use of the large 

cards in the field by others than those in our own 

RECEIVED 

JUL 14 1930 

FISH DlVISION 

field parti••· 

Carl L. Hubbs, 

Director




