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WHY DO FISH DIE IN MICHIGAN LAXES? 

Complaints of dying and. sick fish in various lakes of the state 

sooner or later reach the various off ices of the Department of Conservation. 

T'nis trouble is a recurrent condition and seems to be rather general for the 

lakes of t :iis state and. otilers. There are, to be sure, diffe rences in the l akes 

as to the severity ana. time of these epidemics, wnic:n may in turn be a t t ributed 

directly or i.ndirectly to mnny causes such as t::1e numb er of fish in the l~J:e, 

focn:l supply, t&mperatures of the water, wind :velocity, physical and chemical 

condition of the lake, breedinc grouna.s 2nd see,son, ~~e of the fish, ~arasites, 

and rrechanical injuries. 

It has been our -crivile;;e to observe and study along with other investigations 

this situation in a single lake for severa l s easons wi thout g~tt i ng any very 

definite information concerni~g the cause of the extensive toll. It is our 

opi nion th2t b.dividuals who have ir-vestigated. t >is situation share our views. 

InvestigRt i Dns of t :li s n o.ture can not readily be isol 2.t e d and att2.cl:::ed by accurate 

experimental meth ods, because of t he multifarious inter-related condit i ons. ; 
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From the present st c,ndpoint of our knowledge, t he loss of fish duri ng the 

spring or eerly summer seems to be inevitable and ~ore or less natural. Whether 

t ~1is can e•rer be avoided or be reduced, except i n isol2.ted cases, still rem2ins 

a question. Little can be accomplished in most cases by lnvestigP. ting fish 

deaths in natural waters. Nevert"i1elesc=, severe or unu!'lua l e-pic.emics sl10uld be 

reported, so as to give some idea of t he frequency of the deaths in different 

la..~es, and to y ield ounortunities for such investigat t ons of nriture,l fish 

mortality as can ~ mae_e. 
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