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REPORT ON A LARG:S DIS:l~ASED FIKE-PERCH FROr,1 cruE 

Concerninci; this svecimen we received the followi.nc; informr-tion from the 

DeDF1.rtment of Conservation on .Anril 11: 

11 Mr. Isa8C l. :2nllis of Newaygo, who is detr,iled to assist in the trcm~fer 
of -fish over tr.e 02.m at lirew27~0 on the Yusl,e[:on River, advises. thet he sent 
one pike-nerch to Ann .Arl~-or under dc0 te of Anril 7th re~:.,,rclinr;: ~rhic'l::. he comments 
as follows:- "this fish looks very b;::,.d, I wish you •"!ould let me >now what is 
wro,..,p; with it. 11 

The fish w;:,,s in p_ t;ood st9te of ·oreservrotion \'7hen r'c'ceived. 

The disease is characteri :,;ed. by tumorous r~rowths on the surface of the boc1;y 

w~d.ch lift or free the scnles. The dise2.se is 8-:Jpare!:ltl:y tl::.e result of the 

hypertrophy of s1:in cells. Some of the er"':.ss were quite 'olooa0° E·nc1 o_uite li~-:ely 

the res.ult of r1211dling the fish. 

The clise2.se is verv sitlle,r to :r,yrrrphocystis (DE-rrr,ocystis) descrited in Renort 

1fo. 37. T'.-ds oisease, }:;.OV1ever, differs sorr:cvih2.t frc:i:ri J..yur9hocystis since t~·-e fins in 

the snecimen were 11ot effected anr t:.1e z;:,rt-lik-:: :~rowths were n·ore f:Ltr:ms, indicF•.tL-1,z 

8 tremendous co:1nectivc tiss1..:.e develo··,e,r,ent. 

'rl1e c2use of tl:e d.is,ea.se is as obscure c..s c~·ncer i!'l. L~e tirncn rJ eing. There seems, 

however, to be a t)OSsibility of it being due to bc.cteria or yepsts. A pure culture 

of b2cter:i.n 1.1as been isolated. from t'.·lis snecimen but i.t m2,y l)e of little vrlue Pince it 

w.ss isolated fr,)1:1 t:ne fish 1ont'_~ eSter its dec,tt1. 
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1,'ie are interested. L,_ findinr~: o,_t 1r.r:1etr:er ,JtrJer dise2sed s-pecimens, es.-oecielly 

sme.11 ones were found affected r,:1.r1 wouJ.d f':rmreciatP E.ny snecimens sent u,,. (on ice). 
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