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Loril 21, 1631

Revort No. 55

ARGE DISEASED PIKE-PXRCH FROM THE
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MUSKEGON RIVER

Concerning this svecimen we recelved the following informstion from the

Denartment of Conservation on Anril 11:

"Yr. Isazc L. Pullis of Wewaygo, who is detziled to assist in the trancfer
of fish over the dem at Neway=zo on the Muskegon River, advises thsot he sent

one pike~verch to Ann Artor under dote of Aoril Tth regeordine which he comments
as follows:~ "thig fich looks very bad, I wish you would let me Imow what is

wronz with it.®
The fish was in a 2004 state of vreservetion when received.

The disease is characterigzed by tumorous srowths on the surface of the body
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wnaich 1ift or free the scnles. The diseasse is apparently the result of the
hyvertrovhy of skin cells. Some of the zress were quite bloody znd ocuite likely
the result of aandling the fish.

The disease is very similar to Tymphocwystis (Dermocystie) deseribed in Revort
Yo. 37. This disease, however, differs somewhat from lywohocystis since tre fins in
the specimen were not affected and the wert-like zrowthe were wore filrous, indicsting
a tremendous comnective tissve develovement,

The couse of the disease is as obscure as concer in tihe humen being, There seems,

however, to be a possibility of it veing due to bacteria or yeasts. A pure culture
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of bazcteris nas been isolated from tuis specimen but it mey be of little volue since



)

e (T

S

We are interested in finding o-t vaether othner discesed svecimens, especiazlly

smell ones were found affected and would sonreciate zny snecimens sent us (on ice).
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