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requ.,,nrited 01,r or:1rt1on ae to the effect o-r, the f'isb Hf'e of a amal 1 lake of the 

backwash effluent of $;\ large filter, whie11 (lh:eh~r1:;es cndtUzef.1l iron. In our 

re-ply we stti.ted that II in ,~;ener~l our e.xperience is that evi:m trout do well in 

water with rrueh r1enosi Ung iron. Fish e&-::a when eoated. d th iron ~srently nre 

-5mothered. TiH1t -;erha;,)S wou.ld be the chief b&r1 effect. of iron-rt ch water on f1 sh 

1i fell• 

In order to determine whether or n.ot the oxitlh1ed iron fl'D111 $1,.,i_Ch n fi lte:r 1 e 

Common name tro. Stemd.ard. 1entthe, mm. 

Common suolter 
bl2e'lr-nose d.aoe 
Com,r.on 5hiner 

Cato$tor~,~ c. commerso~nii 6 57. 71• }, 90. 90, 92,104 

It ~ 

13 lu.nt--nose minn,)w 
Ferch 
Hy-brld :ron:f'lsh 
:Brook st:i clrle'bt' ek 

"Rhi ni crrthys ntr,m~si>s me le.egri s 
Wotronis c·:>rnutue ehry'.?oee-Phnlu'll 

o » fro~ta.1ia 
H,yborhynchu.3 notgtns 
Perea flavescene 
!,:po~oth X Eupo-moti s 

1,:ueal ia inoonetens 

1 

3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

70 
45. ~1.~ ii:) ., ' 
;ii. 68 
73 
93 
58, 59 
41 



.... ,11.--"' - -2- ... -
The fish were matnt.':'lined for tEm d.n,Y!:! ~.t rocrm t,,rner!'l":ure in the aerated iron­

rich bnckw1'-sh. All remni-nad nHve for ;~ week. In on.m of t.he ::!cmar·ia four fhih 

aq11r.1rin survtftd. for ten dnys. 

\'Je conclude th~.t the oxidized. iron in the :t"ilte:r br.:-ckwash had no if1'.'lecific 

tcridcity to fish 11 fe, a.t lengt nc)t enoue;h to:x:lclty to be con.side red as possibly 

T'he filter b eekwash vm assume cont~,1ns :t.n ad.di ti on to the irnn a rr:·ither· hi.th 

of such ma.terie,l in our test by the use of' CO',J!)re2!sed air bubbled through the 

should b1; considered as o:f the oxygen-eonsuming, non-torlo sort. In other words 1 

it11 required. to prevent any material ref•uetion in oxygi:n. cont,•:>nt. 

Renort subrni tted to; 

II ""' I I! I) 

"---~~ .\. )~✓ 
J 

Oarl T.. B\.1.bbs 
Director 

t,la:renee '7:, Crosby, the ·tater Service Co. , I.{be:rt;rvn 1e, 111. 

O.srbon copies to: 
'.!'l'red. A. Westerman, ·oe'_!'.lt. of ConservPtion, Ln.fl.l!linfr 
Mtlton Adams, 5tre.ron Commission, Lnnsing,. 
'fl. 1,.. l)A.Lae, 4829 '2oodw:nrd Avenue. Det:ro1 t, t'i.chi i'~ffll 
John L. tstrom, Water Hefining Co., Fort :i;a:/ne, Ind. 
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