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ON THE C.A.USE lu"'m PREVE1JTI ON OF DEATH OF C~t.P~ IN LIVE :BOXES 

AT HAPJ30R :BEACH 

A letter dated. June 24, from Mr. Robert H. Morley, Deputy Warden, Harbor Beach, 

M1chigan, concerning the loss of carp in live boxes at Harbor Bea.ch, has been 

received. The two specimen~ sent to us were examined immediately upon arrival. 

These fisr. show no inte:rnnl abnormalities which would cause their death. 

Externally they are literally battered to pieces, some injuries being fresh and others 

old, the latter 'being f'u:nm,1sed whi '.!h • no doubt, C8llsed their death. 

It is possible that fumgus will attack and kill most of the injured fish if held 

any lengfo of time. Fungus spores, water borne, are responsnle for these gro.vths on 

the fish and for some unknown reason a.re exceptionally abundant this year in all 

waters. The unusually wa,.-m water for this season is. favorable for the growth of these 

spores on the fish. 

The largest losses occur in the pens ,vl'lere the fish fed on the gron:nd because they 

have an opportunit~ to constantly stir up these ~uneus spores. 

Yon may recet.ve some benefit by keeping pens off the ground, and in cooler water 

if t::iis is possible, and by preventing injury as far as posrlble ano. by destroying 

those badly in,jured and. all those in the ~ens which show growths on them. The growths 

will ·probably be black where fish have access to rrn1d, otherwise whitish. 

If any benefits are derived from this -procedure we shall be glad to know about it. 
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