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l~OVEMEN'.I' OF ADULT TROUT FROM BEA VER CREEK, CBXWFORD COUl~Y, H"TO 
Li 1 ·:.i 6 ~·..:,; ~ =~ ~ ·., 

SOUTH BR.ANOE OF AU S.AELF RIVER, AS IHTII CAT:F..'.D BY TAOOii'l'G EXPERH~NTS 

This ~artial re~ort 0n the tag_~ing experiments is submitted now in response to 

special request from the Department. 

:Because of the controversies over the opening of BeP.ver Creek to fishing, some 

attention was given to the strea.rn in t ·--: e mi,e,Tation investigations by the tagging method. 

The stre :=im was sebed for ore day by McCrirmnon of the Institute Sta.ff, v,,ho cc1;ught and 

t l'l.gged 32 wild brown trout on Ma,Y 13, 1930. Lnter Mr. Zalsman went in twice with a crew 

anc sei'!'led and tagged 22 brook and 4 brown trout on July 9, 1930, and seined and tageed 

29 brooks a"ld. 2 browns on August 12. The stream i~ difficult to seine because it is 

very brushy. 

Record of Ta&~ing Experiments on Trout in Beaver Creek, Crawford County 

No. t agged Size Source nat e tagged Where released 

29 Brook 7-12 11 wild fish g 12 30 Sec.25 ,2 3 
T25N,R3W. 

2 Brown 10 1 1 711 ... " " II II II 0 
25 Brook 12 2-19 J/211 Grayling 1/13/31 II 1 

Hatcher 
32 Brown 2" wild fish 5 13/30 McCrimmon 0 

22 Brook 2-1111 wild fish 7 9 30 Zalsma.TJ. 0 

4 Brown 8 l{4-18 11 II II ti II 0 

Total wild 
:Brook 6 J./2-12 11 II " July & August Sec• 25-36 1 (2%) 
trout 51 1930 T251~,1nw 
Total hatchery 

Sec. 25,36 (~) brook 121/2-19 J/2" Grayling Jan. 13, 1931 1 
trout 25. - Hatchery T25N,R3W• 
Tot al wild 

1931 Sec.25-36,T.25N. ,R3W., brown 6-1811 wild fish Ma~ to Aug. Md 
trout 38 Sec. 31. T.25N •• R2W. 0 (~) 

T'ne o"!le wild brook trout reported as r etaken was found freshly dea.d. at the waters edge 

of the south Branch of the Au Sable, 5 miles north of Roscommon, by Earl F. Dutton,on Jun•~ 
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1931, about 9 1/ 2 mont.hs after being tagged. Its death may have been due to abrasion 

of the t~ which had ne.?.rly worn loose. It is almost certain tha.t t'he fish had moved 

out of t h e creek before its death. 

The one hatchery fish reported as recovered was cqught by I. Shirey of Roscommon 

in the South :Branch about 3/4 of a mile north of the _mouth of :Beaver Creek. It wa.s 

measured a.s 15 3/4 inches long when released on January 13 • 1931, a'ld. as 17 1/ 4 inches 

1 ong when ret nken on May 17. 

The percentage of recantures is low, but higher t":'.:m the grand avera1~e for all 

tagged fi.sh. ,:Ve have to assume that many ta.gged fish are not reported, and that qufte 

a. number loe_e their ta.gs: also that m2ny of the . tagged fish are never caug.rit by fishermen. 

While the information is too meager to yield very positive statements, we think 

it sp_..fe to a.ssume that a very considerable proportion of the matured trout do move down 

out of Beaver Creek into the South Branch of the Au Sable. 

We notice an interesting point in the data on wilct fish tagt~ed. In Range 2W., ne ~r 

t h e mouth of the creek, out of 32 trout seined all were brown trout, whereas in Range 3~., 

farther upstream, out of 57 trout seined 51 were brook trout. Tne streaJn above the 

range-line road is much brushier 2nd less O'!)en than below, and is more strictly trout 

waters. Tne lower end of the stream contains many nud-minnows, dace, chubs, etc. 

In our opinion it would not seriously lessen the value of the stream a.s e. nursery for 
\ 

brook trout to open the lower section to fishing , namely thatrart in Range 2W. T'ne 

. range-line road would be a convenient as well as na.tural point to divide the stream. In 
..};;::?' 

t h is connectio~ we would point out the diS8.c,<Teements in the maps as to the lower course 

of the stre::-,m. The ~i €',hway mans sho,v a considerable stretch of stream and the mouth in 

Roscommon County. Th e L.E.S. ma,p of Roscommon County shows none of the strea.rn in that 

• county, but the L.E.S. ma:p of T.25w. ,R2W. in Crawford County indicates one loo'? of the 

stream as in Roscommon County. There would be no confusio"!'l, however, if the stream 
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were opened in both counties in Range 2 only. 

To allow fishing in the lower part of Beaver Creek ought to reduce t he number 

of brown trout in the stream - which .9hould work to the advant age of the brook trout 

there. 

In reference to the question of opening the whole stream, we would point out that 

the South Branch of the Au Sable is only moderately well su~plied with good nursery feeders, 

and that the upper portion of the stream it self, for a considerable distance below It. 

Helena Lake, has a warm-stream fish fauna. 

We would further mention what we assume is well known in Lansing, that general rumor 

has it that a considerable amount of poaching is now carried on in the lower end of the 

Beaver. 

To sum up our suggestions: we believe thri.t it would be advantagijous from the fish 

standpoint to maintain the major and upper portion of Beaver Creek as a closed nursery, 

but to open up the lower portion. in Range 2 1'l. 
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