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IDENTIFIO.A.TION OF PI.Al~ GROWTHS IN PONDS OF HASTINGS 

HATCHERY 

On October 7, 1931, we received for identification a vial contairting some plant 

growths, with this explanation an d reo_uest: 

"The contents of this bottle is a growth of some kind, f ound in quantities in 
some of the ponds at Hastings Hatchery, Hastings, Mich. 

"We are anxious to know what it is. We are told that bluegills taken from some 
of the nearby lakes, have these in their stomachs. Address, J. L. Brass, Hastings, 
Mich. Thanks. 11 

The objects are colonies of algae, called Nostoc. These form irregular globular 

mas~es looking like rounded pebbles, but are ot a translucent green or greenish brown 

color. These mas8es aften occur in lakes, sometimes thick enough ~s to almost cover 

the bottom. The growth "in quantities• i n the hatchery ponds may be due to the fertiliz­

ing of the ponds, as mos,t algae grow best in water rich in dissolved orgroiic matter. 

So far as we know, these algae will not do any harm to the bottom. They will produce 

oxygen in the day and consume it at night, but unless excessively thick ought not de~lete 

the oxygen supply. 

As to bluegills feeding on these plant masses: 

The '!)Ub lished accounts of the f ood of t h is species L"ltilcetes that it t akes in 

a consi derable amount of plant matter, including algae. In the pa~ers consulted this 

yarticular alga is not specifically in the stomach contents for the b luegill, though 

it is f or the b lack crappie. In our o~inion, these algal masses, made u~ most of 

gelatinous matter~ would have low nutritive value, an d would not be e~ten in cp.antity 

by t he fish __ if a suf:M..ciency of other food was available. 

Couy to J. L. Er ass, Hastings, !tich. 
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