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The request for the identification forming the base of the present renort 

was a letter from Mr. Westerman de.ted. October 15, 1931 and received October 18. 

The letter is quoted: 
11 The following letter has .just been received from Conservation 

Officer M. Xuite, Holland, , 
1 I am sending you under se~arate cover 3 nike that were 

taken from Lake Michigan, Grand Haven Pqr~, b1 the co~ 
mercial fishermen. Now I am under the iIII9ression that 
they are nothing but the wall-eyed -pike as the commercia.1 
fishermen had them in the pond nets a.11 summer but e.s you 
well know the fishing has been very poor this fall and most 
of the fishermen are in poor shape. 

Now comes the trick they are getting quite a number of 
them in the perch nets all over the leke and have changed 
the name to Sauger Pike. 

In checking the fish Vii th Mr. Loutit at Grand Haven 
with e, book that he bas it so describes the Sauger Pike 
as an altogether different fish. Now will you kindly 
check se.me and let me know as soon P..s -oosdb le as I 

- . , . have stop"?ed them from taking them until I hear from 
you.' 
We are forwarding the original package in which the F' e fish 

were receiveo. to you a.nd sha.11 be glad to hp:ve your report P..t 
your convenience." 

The three fish referred to wn e received the .srune da.y, preserved in 

formaldehyde, in e. two quart .jar, in an unbroken nackage markec as shipped. :from 

Mr. Iuite at Holland, Michigan, to Fred A.. '\Vesterman, De-partment of Conservation. 

This package had been rewra.poec. and forwaxded to The Institute. 

these Three fish were gill-net fish 11 5/8, 11 3/4 and 12 inches long. 

When fresh none would have exceeded 13 inches in length. 

In order to cleaxly indicate the species determination which we have made 

of these fish, we list ·below their ch~acters, in comparison with those of the 
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two species of this tyoe of fish Jiving in L8ke Michigan: 

S.All~JR 
(• sand pike) 

Very rough to the feel. 

Cheecks usually closely 
scaled. 

End of first dorsal fin 
without large black · 
blotbh. 

Dorsal fins with rows of 
round black spots. 

Blotch at base of pectoral 
fin very distinct. 

Number of soft (=main) 
r ays in second dorsal 

fin 17 to 20, · usua,lly 
f ewer thP.n 18 or 19. 

Number of pyloric caeca 5 
to 8, the longest 
shorter t~An stomach. 

WALL-EYE 
(= yellow pickerel 
= yellow pike 

. = pike-perch) 

Rather smooth to the feel 

Cheeks usually sparsely 
scaled. 

End of first dorsal fin with 
a l a'.rge black blotch. · 

Dorsal fins without definite 
round black spots. 

Blotch at base of pectoral 
fin indistinct. 

Numb er of soft (=main) rays 
in second dors a.l fin 18 to_ 22, 
usually 20 or 21. · 

Number of pyloric caeca 3, 
each as long as l'l tOrn.'3ch. 

THE 3 SPECIMENS BEING 
IDENTIFIED. 

RRther smooth to t he feel. 

Cheeks sparsely scaled. 

End of first dorsal fin 
with a lro-ge black blotch, · 

Dorsal fins without 
definite round black 
s-pots. 

, 

- Blot ch at base of 
pectoral fin indistinct. 

Number 0f soft (=main) 
r ays in second d.orsal 
fin 20 in 2 fish ?nd 
18 in 1. 

Chara~t er not determined. 

CONCtUS!ON: The 3 specimens of the pike-perch group from Lake Michigan, submitted 

for identification on October 15, 1931, are without any question examples of the 

s-oecies of fish variously known as wi.11-eye, wall-eyed :pike, TJike-perch, yellow ·nike­

perch, yellow ~ike, yellow pickerel, dore, etc. They /U'e below t he legal size of 

t h is species, and are of al out the usual run of size of the sauger, but they most 

certainly are not of that species. 

Examination made and report prepared by the Director of the Ins titute. 
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