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Identification of Wall-eyes (yellow pickerel:

pike-perch) from Lake Michigen

'The request for the identification forming the base of the present revort
was a letter from Mr. Westerman dated October 15, 1931 and received October 18Z.

The letter is quoted:
#The following 1etter has Just been received from Conservation
Officer M. Kulte, Holland,

'T a2m sending you under separate cover 3 nike tha*t were
taken from Leke Michigan, Grand Haven Port, by the com
mercial fishermen. Now I am under the impression that
they are nothing but the wall-eyed pike as the commercial
fishermen had them in the pond nets 211 summer but =s you
well kmow the fishing has been very poor this fall snd most
of the fishermen are in poor shape.

Now comes the trick they =re getting quite a nunkter of
them in the perch nets 2ll over the leke and have changed
the name to Samger Plke.

In checking the fish with Mr. Loutit at Grand Haven
with a2 book that he has 1t so describes the Sauger Pike
as an altogetner different fish. Now will you kindly
check same and let me kmow as soon =s possible as I

- have stopved them from taking them until I hear from
you.!
We are forwarding the original packsge in which thece fish
were received to you and shall be glad to have your revort at
your convenience."”

The three fish referred to were received the same dsy, preserved in
formeldehyde, in o two cuart jar, in an unbroken vackage marked as shipped from
Mr. Kuite ot Holland, Michigen, to Pred A. Westermsn, Department of Conservation.
This package had been rewrapved and forwarded to The Institute.

Bhese Three fish were gill-net fish 11 5/8, 11 3/4 and 12 inches long.
When fresh none would have exceeded 1% inches in length.

In order to clearly indicate the specles determination which we have made

of fhese fish, we list below thelr characters, in comparison with those of the
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two svecles of this tyve of fish Mving in Lioke Michigan:

SAUGER
(= sand vpike)

Very rough to the feel.

- Cheecks usually closely
scaled.

End of first dorsal fin
without large black -
blothh-

Dorsal fins with rows of
round black spots.

Blotch 2t base of vectoral
fin very distinct.

Number of soft (=main)

rays in second dorsal
fin 17 to 20, usually
fewer then 18 or 19.

Number of pyloric caeca §
to 8, the longest
shorter than stomach.

WALL-EYE
(= yellow pickerel
= yellow pike
= plke-perch)

Rather smooth to the fesl

Cheeks usually sparsely
scaled.

End of first dorsasl fin with
a larze black blotch. - -

Dorsal fins without definite
round black spots.

Blotch at base of pectoral
fin indistinct.

Funber of soft (=main) rays
“in second dorsal fin 18 to 22,
usually 20 or 21, '

Number of oyloric caeca 3, -
each as long as stomsch.

THE 3 SPECIMENS BEING
IDENTIFIED.

Rather smooth to the feel,

Cheeks sparsely scaled.

End of first dorsal fin
with a large black blotch.

Dorsal fins without
definite round dlack
svots.

élotch at base of
pectoral fin indistinct.

Number of soft (=main)
rays in second dorsal
fin 20 in 2 fish =nd
18 in 1.

Cheracter not determined.

CONCTLUSION: fThe 3 specimens of the plke-perch group from Lake Michigan, submitted

for identification on October 15, 1931, are without any question examples of the

specles of fish variously known as will-eye, wall-eyed plke, pike-perch, yellow vike-

verch, yellow pike, yellow pickerel, doré, etec. They are below the legal size of

this specles, and are of atout the usual run of size of the sauger, but they most

certainly are not of that specles.

Examination made and revport prepared by the Director of the Ipstitute.
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