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IDENTIFICATION OF TAXE SYLIIWS TN AU SABLE RIVER, I0OSCO COUNTY,

AND MESIRARITITY OF FTANTING SAME I¥ HUBBARD AND OTHEN TAKES

On December &, the Institute for Pisheries “egearch received from
thae., Craig, of the Harrisville Hatchery, the following communication:

"I am sending, by narcel nost, a sample of shinners that are
present in larpge nunbers, at this time, in AuSable river. They are
apparently all of the same specles md I have an idea to plant them in
some the lakes that are deficient in perch and bass food Particularly
Hubbard lake. Where all of the investizations (By Metzlar, Tonglois,
Jones 2 Hubbs. The latter which I,m not sure was Your self or not). all
showg that the Perch were under size and as we are planting year after year
lake Huron yellow verch. I assume that it must be due to lack of nrover
food. .
"I,m of the opinion that these shinners can,t due any thinz but sood
even if they consume some of the smaller fish fry. But of course am
referring the matter to higher authority before zoing ahead.

#as usual we are in o comsiderable of s hurry as we don,t mow how
long the fish will stay."

The fish ‘arrived tne same day. 7These proved, ss would e expected, to

be lake shiners (Wotronic atherinoides). Tris snecles existws in uvntold

millions in the Grest T.akes, and has the habit of ecrowding into the river
mouths in the fall. They are often mistslken for the young of the lake herring,

but they are a svecies of shiner.

As to the desirasbility of nlanting this species in Pubbard Lske we can

only offer some ideas.
In the first nlace, this svecies 1s absent in nearly all of the inland

lakes of the state, absent in practicslly all except a few of the largest

and cleasnest lakes which are ne~r the ireat TLakes level. Te have seined some



inland lakes in which lake shiners are said to have been planted and have found
none surviving.

The facts that the lake shiner is naturally absent in most of our inland
lakes, and that it apparently has not survived in some in which it has been
planted, leads us to regard the introduction of this speeies into interior
waters as a very uncertain gamble.

There is little reason to supvose that the lake shiners will eat any
large mumbers of the fry of the game fish.

A large proportion of the lake shiners which might be carried into
Hubbard end similar lakes would probably b.'e_ea:ten themselves by the game fish
even though they did not reproduce themselves - provided they were handled
carefully enough so that death would not follow transportation. %his sveciex
is quite delicate, but can be handled in q.mqntify in cold weather. Gare should
be taken to avoid any 1n,jurie‘s as these figh casily lose scales and easily
develop fungus.

This report is given merely as a matter of fact and opinion. The question
of whether it will be considered worth while to transport these fish in

quantity into Hubbard or other lakes is of cairse a matter for the Department

to decide.
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