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A DAYNGER IN THE USE OF GOIDEN SHINERS AS FORAGE FISH IN RASS PONDS

The experience at some of our hstcheries with the golden shiner, notably at
the Dwight Lydell hatchery, has indicated that adult shiners apparently destroy
bass fry. At least vonds containing golden shiners, suovosedly to vroduce minnow:
fry to feed the young of bass, have not yielded anything aporoaching normsl bass
production,

This report is written to call attention to 2 similar and céonfirming experi-

ence at the Manchester, Iowa}hatc’nery of the U. S. Furean of Ficheries. This
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is one of the olier hatcheries, with a long term of exverience in hoth bass
trout rearing. %e are indebted to Suverintendent 4. H. Gill of the Manchesier
natchery, for giving us the information here used, on the occasion of our visit
to his hatchery, August 7, 1932.

Last year tw vonds allotted to small-mouth tass fingerling rezring were
given a supvnly of adult zolden éhiners, and meny younz shiners, before the bass
fry were hatched and vut in these vonds. This was in accordance with the Fureau
of Tisheries, recommendastions. From one of thece wonds not a single bass finger-
ling was obtained. Trom snother about 400 were seined in the fall, tut tha
was the avoroximately nunber of finzerlings rescued from another nlace snd out
into the »ond duringz the summer, when they were surely large enougat to escaové

being eaten by the shiners.
/

In a third oond severzl =dult bass were allowed to svawn naturszlly, and
were not removed thereafter., TFrom this vond zbout 7000 f2ll fingerlings were

obtained. This is hordly a good oroduction, tut stands in meiked contrast to



-
the failure of the shiner vonds. It is quite nrobaltle that the shiners are more
destructive of bass than are the adult bass.

Mhese it is true are isolasted occurrences, but confirm those experienced
in Michigan. The fact that these experiences clash with those of the Burean of
Tsheries at Tairport, Iowa (the experiments at the basis of the Bureau's recom-
mendations) may be due to water conditions. At the Manchester hatchery, as at
our Dwicht Lydell plant, the ponds are clear. The Feirport nonds are fed by
water pumped from the Mississipoi, which i¢ soupy with mud. In these ponds the

adult shiners may have found difficulty in locating and catching the tass frye.
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