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Many fishermen readily dist

of

He

nguish tetween these three closely-related

species by gsneral eppearance. These fishes are much alike, however, and they are
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ons differ for each (the sauger not
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frecuently confused. Since ze r
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being nrotected, the blue vike Teing nrotected below eleven inches, and the

yvellow pike Teing vrotected under one arnd 2 half pounds) it is desirable that
{
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fichermen, game wardens and others vho have occasion to recognize them at sight. o

be able to make zccurzite ldentifications

The Institute for ¥isheries Zessarch has been asked to oprepare,

the weans used for identi-

i

the Department of Conzervation a trief descrivtion o

fying the three confusing speciers.,

All are members of the same gemus Stizostedion. The hlue vike (§; Zlaucum)

is kmowm, in M;chigan, only from Lszke Erie. The yellow pike or wall-eys (5.

v1tream) anges throughout the great ls¥es and ascends many rivers., It is widely

L)
distrituted in the inlend lakes and 1is

svecies 28 a gome fich, The saugser (§; cenadense) inhabits the great lakes, and

ERN

ascends some of the rivers but ig absent from the inland laes, with a few ex-

cevtions.

The common names of the wallweyed pike end its relativesare somewhat confusing,
especially since *he names'pike" =nd Ypicikerel" gre frequently used for the
northern pike and related cwecies of the genus Esox. There fiches hzave no spines

the ®inc P : . - ,
in the fins and have a gingle dorsal fin. On the other nand, *he well-eve angd’
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others of the Stizostedion group have two dorsal (back) fins, the first one with
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sharp spines.

While general appearance is sufficient to distingulsh each of the three specles,
when one is thoroughly familiar with each, exact aifferences in color and struc~
ture should be used to make 2 positive identification. Structure characters are,
of course, most relizble becemse changes in coloration usually occur after desath.

A field key and a table of differences has been prepared for the u\se of
those interested in learning the points distinguishing the blue pike, yellow pike .
and éauger.

Since it isv necessary to use a few technical terms, these are here defined: _ |

bony interorbital-— the distance between the eyes excluding flesh;sr structures border-

ing the eye; cheek—the area immediately behind eye and limited by the anterior

bone of the gill cover; dorsal fin——the tack fin; vectoral fin--the paired fin of

each side of fish just behind head; pyloric caecae—finger~like extensions of the

intestine at the point where the stomach ends; soft ray—the flexible, usually
branched supports of the fins; spine—the stiff, unbranched supports of fins;
Manieasurement of the eye socket diameter.
[should serve to guickly identify the majority of specimens. BRead characters
) of A and AA, choose which fits the specimen in question, and thus eliminate
one choice. If your svecimen fits AA, proceed to B and BB and decide again
which fits the key. ) |
A. Pirst dorsal fin conspicuously spotted with many rounded black spots,

vyloric caecas 5 to & in mamber.
. Sauzer (S. canadense)

AA. Plrst dorsal fin not consplcuously spotted with many rounded spots,
a large black mark on posterior end of first dorsal fin, pyloric caecae 3

in mamber,

B. BEdqve Very large, its vertical diameter more than half denth of
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head at same point; tony interorbital measurement contained 1.L to

2.0 times in orbit length

Blue pike (S.

plaucumg

BB. Eye smaller, its vertical diameter less than half depth of hezad

at q\me point, bony interorbital measurement cortalned from less than

1.0 to 1l.U times in orbit length.

Sauzer
S. canadense

= sand pike

SUMMARY

Blue Dika

. Zlaucu

lue wall—eyed
ikze
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Walleyed pilke (S.

vitreum}

Wall-eyed pike
wall-eyed pike
pike perch
yellow pike
yellow pickerel

nuny

Usually sparsely scaled

Cheeks Usually closely Usually sparsely scaled

scaled
Eye Smaller Larger (see key) Smaller (see key) .
Yumber of 17 to 20, usually 18 to 22, usually 20 18 to 22, usunally 20 or 21
main soft fewer than 19 or 21
rays in -
second dorssl fin
Pyloric Turnber 5 to &, Number 3, each as Number %, each as long
caecae longest qhorter than | long as stomach as stomach

stomach

Markings of

Many consvicuous

One large blacklich

One large tlackish blotch

first dorsal{rounded blackish blotch 2ot posterior at posterior end of first
fin spots end of first dorsal dorsal fin

fin )
Color Yellow conspicuous Without conspicuous Yellow conspicuous
{in 1life) , vellow
Size Up to two pounds Up to three pounds Un_ to twenty pounds
range A
Distribu~ Great Lakes, rivers, | Lake Brie Great Lakes, rivers and
tion in a few inland lzkes. inland lakes

Michizan
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