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ISIGN
F\SH DlV SPAWIING SEASONS OF CGAME FISY IN MICHIGAN

We are in receipvt of inguiries from the Devartment of Conservation regardine
sparnins dates for variocus game species, and a copy of Mr. O!'¥alley!s letter, in
which he reguests such information.

We have no very larze amount of data, further thsn that which was sent in by
Metzelaar, Langlois and Hubbs some'years ago.

SMALL-MOUTH BASS

Just finishing spawning in Grystai Lake, QOceano County, June 10, 1932, During
our lzke work, usually starting szbout the middle of June, we see very few black
bass on thelr beds, indicating that the spawning is usually in YMay =and early June.

LARCE-MOUTH BASS |

The species also is about through spavming when our lake crews get underway
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sbout the middle of June. We have some eviderce that the ordinary svawning season
carries into June, however. Thus, we found very recently hatched lsrge-mouth bacs
in Hamlin Lake, Mason County, on June 14, 1932.
SPOTTED BASS
Absent in Michigan.
ROCK BASS
In northern Michigan this species spawns late. Thus on July 21, 1931, many
were found on their beds in Loz Leke, Kelkasks Zounty. Rock bass were last seen
on their beds in Hamlin Lake, Mason Sounty, sbout June 14, 1932, This is very
early, to judge from ovur general experience.
CRAPPIE

The white crapple is scarce in Mychigan outside of Lzke Zrie, and no informstion



as to its spawning period is kmown to us. ¥We nave little new informotion on the
blacx crsopie. On June 18, 1931, tiey were still on their beds in Zillsdale County.
BLUEGILL
In the work on the hytrid sunfish, we found bluegills on their veds and producinz
ezgs and young on into the firet week of August, thouvh ratner few were svawninz afier
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July 15. Thie was in Tuird 8 e, Washtensw County. NMany were spawning here
in ezrliy July.

In Hillsdale County, we found bluegills still on the beds in considerable mumbers
on June 25, 1931, Practically =211 beds were occunied June 20.

In Wolf Lake, Van Burean County (kent cool by springs) were found recently
natched bluegills fry on July 16, 1932,

In 2t lezst some northern lakes bluegills spawn through July and into Auzust.
On July 21, 1931, Xettle Lake in Kalkasks county was revisited, znd quite a number
of very recently polished teds were found. Mr. Mather, resort operator here, said
that nearly all bluezills caugnt were still full of ezgzs, and thaet last year some
causht through August were in thls condition.

WARMOUTH BASS
No new information.

PIXE PERCH

e have no data on the spawming period of this species in inland lskes.

SHEEPSZEAD
Ho dats.
CHANIEL CATPISH
We have no data on the spasming season of catfish in Michiran.

excent for some Lske
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CARP

It ie difficult to fix the spawming season of carv fmm field observations, as
they roll around and jump a lot even after the spawning veriod. Pouularly such fich
even in midsummer are thought to bte spammine, but we doubt this. ZCarp are s=z2id to
frun® soon after the ice zoes out.

In the River Ralsin we have found very young carn very zbundsnt on June 12,
indicating that the height of the spawnine wes some time previous to tﬁat date.
Young taken in various vplaces in July and Augast are 2lmost all an inch or more long,
indicating spamning some weeks previous.

LAKE FISH IN GENERAL

In our lske survey we have mzde some obser&ations of the spawning beds, =2nd
have learned something of the end of the spawning season for the common lzke fishes
as a whole. Tiis gives an end date for any one of the specles common in the given
lake. TFresh beds are very seldom found in Augzust, and usually few in late July, in
elther half of the lower peninsula.
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