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In response to a Departmental recuest of February 23, the Institute can st-te
that experience indicates that a very considerable devletion of the bait minnow stock
has tzken place Withimﬁgecent years in at least many fishing lskes, and in nearby

+
ST

Tegmrs.

It has been our experience tuat the streams near the fishing lakes have a minnow
povulation well below waat woul@lbe expected from the exicting conditions. At con-
siderable distances from roads, and in streams waich for one reason or another are
hidden or i1naccessible, we usually find sz much larger minnow suovply than in accessible
and easily ceen stresms.

Turther evidence of devletion of the minnow supnly comes from the circumstance that
bait deslers are often forced to trasvel increasing distances to obtain on adequzate
minnow suonly. This is tyolezl evidence of depletion of a fish stock.

In our work in Iowa we have found the same situation., The intensive local studies
of Prof. T. L. Hankinson ere in thorough zereement with our observstions.

Ko doubt the unregulsted =2nd often unintelligent methods of handling the reserve
stock of beit minnows has contrituted heavily to the depletion of the minnow stocik.

Then it is considered that the bait minnows are the forage fish on which the game
fish devend for their growth to a large size, tne nroblem has ear-marks of rather zrave
imoa tance for *the future. Bait minnow culture may well provide an answer to this

protlem, as well as providing means to hasten tne reestablishment of zn zdequate forase

fieh suovly in natural waters.
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Ter- Himows in the inland weters of thae stote.

foveral letters hive veo: receivad in i3 office eriticining
the removsl of minnows Fror ialand waterg for tne purrose of gocurins bvalt uaed
in figuing, elziming that an excessive dyaln is beins mads on the miuvow ressvress
which may be soriously interferins with the fond suly of our ¢nlurble peme Tigh,

Bore of these commlalints muy De zocewiel crafudised due to the in-
t2rest of eertaln rartics of umdartai-ings the »rorarztiocn of mimwows in  control

ronds.

¥ oan worderins whaother the Tustituie oz made any obsarvetions in
connect lon with the rewovel of ~immows o inlan? wnt qra dhnet wmid emn®loe the
to guusnt nn this nattor,

“he Taw "nforcevent Tivision seesz to encrunter zome AifTiculty in
enforeing the nrovisiont for socurin: licenses in to'e mimmows fnr cormercisl ~ur-
roges. “he imort of the -rovision of law ronulrins 2 licenme to ta‘e ninnows
for cormercis! ~ur-oses w3 to esnirali-e eonlrol rathay than to wravide any eon-
sidarrble aownt of rovenue an? 8o Tar = the contoct of the “fah'miviaion goes,
it scens to have gervad its —urrmoge, 8 weny af the errlainta forerly repistered
with t-1s o0f¥ice hnve cons~d, .

Tere trily yontes,
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