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IDENTIPICATION OF RULIERAD FROV DART.AND TAER, AED ALE OF A EROOK TROMD
F
FROM SPRING CWEEK, OAKTANA OOUNTY

¥r. A 7. Stewnrt, of the Trayton Plains hatchery brought in a large bullhesd
on ¥ay 23 with raquest that identificetion be made. The fish, along with a nusber
of others, was eauzht in nete used to obtainm dlueglll breedtars in Oakland Leke,
Faterford Tommschin, Mr, Flewsrt remarked about ths umuwmually large dullheads camsht
here, "he one fish, which was axamined fresh, was 11 /Y4 inches {total length) smd
pshulosye, umially called “oommon® or

weighed 1 1/2 pounds. Thls was Amelurus
*brown bullhead®,

The sommon names of the bullheads are not well standerdlieed snd are rather conw
fusing, since the *blaak tullhesd” (A, meles) 18 mot always blacker thsn the other
speclas and the "yellow bullnesd® (4. matalis) is frevusatly found to Ve very darke
golored., The "gommon bullhead® ie undoudtedly the most wvaluable spoclesof the throee
beomiss of its larger size. Tha "yellow hullhesd” is the most sbundant w ecies in
southern ¥lehizan, It is aletingnished from the other two by white chin barbels and
a long anal Pin (usoally 26 rays). Unfortunately, the spectes of mllheads were not
shecksd before some fish cultural operations made use of them and the smaller, less

valushle species have Desn introduced into new waters whem it wes the intention to
introdnoe the larzer Ycommon Pullhesd®. Yor exammle, the "black Wallhead® has now

besome eatsblished in Torto Rieo. Perhavs no fieh cultural use of bullheads 1o
gontemplated for ¥ishigan waters but, if propsgotion 1s undertaken, the “common®
ballhesd 1s » sufficlently hetter fish than the other two specles to indleste desires

vility of carefal 1demtification of mtock. All three spacies sre native to Michigan.



At the same time, Wr, Stewart submitted sample of the scales of a 15 {neh broosk
trout, ome pound six ocurces, emucht by him in Spring Oreek, Drayton Plaine, on May 21,
Several sonles were exmminedand the age was tentatively resd as three winters. The
fish would then be of the hatch of esvrly 1930 and have had three full growing sessons
and a fraction. QOomputed fish lengths, bémed on measurements of the ecale to ench
winter mark, in relation to the ssale slze and dmown fish longth at time of capture,
are as followst 6,4 inches, 10,7 inshes, 13.6 inches, and 15 inches {lemgth at sapture),
These maasurements chegk very well with the expected growth rate of 2 brook trout, and
the interpretation of the ayxe is probably correat, Erook trout sonles, however, do not
formm a very Alstingt winter mork snd camnot, st present, be read with the same certainty
as rainbow irout sesles, If sn errer hes heen made, it is prodable thd the age will
r ove lower than that ziven., Two of the winter marks are distinet, bhut the first winter
mark 1s uncertasin, The degres of accuracy of the calenlsted dengths cannot be stated

untll farther work on brook trout sonles hise been dome,

IRSTITOTE MR PICHTRINS BERTARCH

John R, Oresley
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