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EEPORT ON AN EXAMIVATION OF THE WUROW RIVER BRIOYW !PSIL&WI,

WARHSRHAY AXD WAYHE QOUNTINE FITH B ¥guRv0E 70 "0 R3PABIYISH.

HENT OF A ¥1LD LIME SANCMIARY

On request from offielale of the Ypsilenti Chapter, Isaaek Walton
League of Americs, the writer arranged s preliminary sxaminstion by a group
of competent naturalists of the Puron River in Yashtenaw snd Tayne Jounties
belor Yosllantli, The purpose was ¢o prepers s vreliminanry statomont
rezarding the possihilities of this reglon for development so 2 »ild life
ganctuary,

Yhe parssnmmel of this Darty,vns as fallown?

ore ¥iles D. Tirnie, mraeesé of the wellelnown Hellogg Bird Zanotuary
near Rattle Oreck (operatod by the “tate Jollege), formerly state ornitholeosdst
and o recognized suthority om water fowl snd sengtuaries.

pr. Lee 1, Dice, Curator of Mammale in the University Museum of Zoolozy,

experigneed in the direction of sanptuaries sontrolled By the Univarsity snd

associated ss regiongl Adviser with the (Joumittes on the Praservation of
Hatoral Conditions for the Unitsd States. |

nre Josselyn Yan Tyme, Juretor of Eirds in the Milverszity Museums, and
sn mthority on the hrds of this reglon.

Frof. T, L. Hankinson of the Natural 3eiemce Departwent of the State
Rorwal Qalhga at Ypeilentt, who has long Deen engnged in the study and

preservation of wild 1ife in thile region,
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r. Garl L, Fnzbba.'m:'aetor ef the Institute for ¥isheries Recenrch of
the tfnivaréity of WMohigan (the writer of thies report),
Two grm#é students of the 2tate Collsge, working under nr, Plenie, slwo

ageompanied the party,

A1l mesbers of this inspection pardy were impressed with the fine posnibilitles
of this streteh of the river, end adincent lande, ne a wild 1ife sanctusry of
major importance and interest, The afvmmisges seen in this site may bHe 1listed
in part as follows:

(1) It ia vary desirsble thet a laree sanotuary be estsblished in thie
Zeneral lowlangd reglon, 0 vreserve the native fa;;m. emsecially es this would
supplement the Edwin 5, Jeorpge Preserve, belng sdministered by the Miversity,
in the upland reglon of Iivingzton County. “he Jeorgs Preserve covers more
than a township of vsried hill habitate snd excellently oreserves the natursgl
mhmbttantys of zuch a roglon. Iut that Preserve hos no extensive plaine and
elmost no water habitate, and therefore preserves only part of the netursl
faana of this reigion. In paselinz 1t moy be reomarked that the Jeorge Preserve
1o being managed by one of the University maturalistes in residence, In thia
my the maxiemm banefit mM the projest 12 belng obiained, from the standpoints
of gonservation, natural history and edueetion,

(22 The reriom on and alom: the Huron helow Ann Arbor has slweye Leen
righ in wild 11fe, and appesrs capable, om proner memagement, of parmenently
sheltering a large population of wild life, eenecinlly asuatic hirds, Desnite
lack of adequsnte protection, the region mow contains some fine heronries} ducks
in larze mushers stopped off here last fall, and the less conspicuous wild
life, euch as shore birds ocemr on the sres in unexpested shbundance both az to

speclies and individsals.
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Just how extencively dirde would comgregsts in such s asnetuary esn not he
ascurately predisted, but the indlastions are that a mors or less spectacular
sugeecy e6uld bo anticipated.

(1) Baing close o 2 large center of povulstion, a concentration of
water fowl here ocould be seen mmd enjoyed By a large musber of people. This
of nourse might involve a not inconetderable sconomie benefit to the loesl
somunity in the way of "fourist trade”, and would be gpod end healthy
advertisement for the comrunity and for the estadlishers of the preserve. Te
fame mnd attrastiveness of the Jack ¥iner 2ird Ssmetusry may be aomeidered
ia thie aomneotion,

(%) ™e proximity of the site to the Stete Wormal Collegze, the Tniversity
of ¥Wichigsn and the Detroit colleges would mrke it poesible for t.l*@ natorsl
history elaeser to atudy the water fowl and other wild 14fe undey mo=t
edvantazeour gonditions. In fast oll sehools in the vegionm could bonafit,
for 41t may be anticinnted thet visite to sueh a2 ssmetusry would he maeds by
school parties ranging frow kindergarten kiddies to graduate studemts in
gsoology at the University,

(35) Procimity to the miversity would permit of the use of the University
naturaliste in an advisory way, in the menagement of the aves to the best
possible intereszt of the wild 1ife and of the roblie, The Sehool of Forestry
and Jonzervation, the Yureum of Zoology and the Institute for Tisherlss
Research would 211 be zlad b0 sooperats. If it should be declded as
advizable that the zanotuery be put under the management of s sommetent
residont naturslist, the Tniversity could vrobably nominate a candidate, as
well as %0 cooperate with the sametuary manager aftar his ssleation. This
esoperation, 1f reguested, eculd apply te the development of firkh and fishing
in the lske as well as to the ingresse in water fowl and sther foyms of

wi }-ﬁ 11 2.
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e advantages of plesing the senetvuary, Lf estsblished, under definite
management, and preferably under a trained naturalist, would be many, Mie
would insuret (1) the fastest possihle develonment of the property in the
way of preserving and eongregating vild 1{fe of all sorte] {?) the balanced
uee of the sanctuary, 1f smuch would be so desired, for recrestion snd
eduention, without serionsly interfering with the main purposes of the
panatuaryt {3) the giving out of pablieity of the right gort: (i) the uss of
the sametunary by the mmgamﬁatumum and by visiting investigstors for
ingreasing our kmowledge of wild lifet (%) the conmucting of experiments to
detormine the mowt precticable mesnz for inoreasing wild life of 4tfferent
sorts, ineluding game fish, dueks and vheaszants ae well ae the nonegnme YMrds
snd other forme of wild life. OF courve the establishwent of s ranetuery hove
1% not contingent upon the employment of a naturalist.ouneger.

The party of inensgtion naturaslly went inmto no detail in cutlining the
suzgested sanatuary, since the desivres of the property owners were not Imown
or sxprezsed., It waa arsreed that 1t woull ke desirable from a natursl history
ztmdvoint to include in the preserve ss meny Alfferent kinds of habitat
ps praetiasble. Thu~ the mudflste aoross the river from the Teztile Plont
should be maintained sp a concentration volnt for chorebirdsi most and
praferamy 211 of the new Tord Lske vshould be included to vroteat the ducke
and geere which may be exmseted to congentrate hare [(=nd alwo some Amvorted
gease, swans, ety, 1f the=e he desired); the fine river hanks alowthe lake
are fine habitats for eertain birds such as kingfiohers, dank swallows, eto.,
and could de made very attractive to wild 1life {and to the landsospe) dy
proper plantingei the lower ravize of willow Run, in %es. 19 and 20 of Van

Buresn Township would make s good reserve t¢ renrezent the ravine habitat,
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some of the lavel flate gbove the lake could be ineluded to ndvantosge, even
vhere farmed; the better of the wonded plots eoculd de included to fine
sdvantagze sle0, especinlly the fine woods containing a lafgs herenry in Seo,
12 of Ypsilanti Township,

It would be adventagesus to malke the vreserve larze, If 1t mould meet
with the pleasure of‘tha owmers, proverty furither dowm the river could de
ingluded to advantsze, elther in the same sanetuary or in adjoining or adjscent
ones. ¥e were given to bhelisve that the Sennstt property lying detween the
Ford end Tdison holdings would vary gledly be dedleated as » wila )ife
ssmetuary, and that it woald make a very desirsble refoge or sddition to a
larzer sane®uary. Some previous correepondence would sesm to indleste that
the Tetroit Ndircon Tompeny would favor s smnatusry on at least nert of
Edinon Lake, Yayne Sounty, end we found some strong local sentiment in favor
of such a maQa.

Fhether it would be agreosble or advisable to bave s larze szanetvary on
the Ruron covering wore than one ownerchip we of gmarse omn not 2ay, Yven
ir aﬁgélaimg'but indensndent =anctusriss wores ostshlished, the angreage wonld
nrobably excssd thet zpecified By law for single ecanctusries. However, it
is probable that thie legal restyrietion could be obwiated by a gpag}gl agtion
of the Conservatioe Nomission or by epeclial act of the leglelature..of
by establishing the sanetuary on some other basie tham wild 1t fe dediostion.

Any of the members of the party which mede the inspeetion trip lending

to thiz srelimnary report, individually or Jolntly, would be glad to agvise

farther as to detsils of orgsniaation, »lens or estimntes for the mugpesied

wild life sanetuary, if the ownars of the roperty shomld care to request such

“ﬂpa&% fon.

Qarl 1, Hubbs
Plreator



	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005

