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EDIBILITY OF VALI.EYED PIEKE FROW SBUX HFEAD LAKE,

HARQUETTE CUURTY

Two large wallwoyed pike, iced, were received Septembor 87
from Hr. Stanley Setmst of the Thompaon Hatehery aocompanied by

the following letters

we are shipping you by express todey one grass pike
and one walleye pike (loed) ceught in 3sug Aead Leke, Aape
guette County by Xr, Frank Elepaek of Puroh Station, Michigan,
Some doctoers from (hleago reportsd these fish not zeood
t0o eat, Hr, FPrank Elepeck would like to know what 18 vhe
matter with thase fish as vreports that they @re not sood Lo
oat hurts his resort buslnes.. I would like to have a copy
of youlr TIndings. .

{(The "grass Sike" mentlioned in ‘he letter was not roceivedy.
Both of the welleoyed pilke word adult malss, Lengths and
welpghts were ag follows:

Totel lengih wa, & inches Stendard length Welght

wae & inches
529 mme 80,88 in. 440 m, 17,32 in. 2 1. 5 63,
516 mm, 20,28 11',!9 438 rmn, 1”le in, 2 lb, 4 oz,

Foth fish were thin. Unforfunately, therse scems to be no

published information svallables a8 to the everage ssights of walle

oyed plke at various lengtha. Seversl porsons famillasr with walle
eyed plke, inoluding D, Hubbs and #r. H. J« Deason (who is ueking
a atudy of walleayed pike for the U, 3. Bureau of Fisheries) agreed

that the fish were unusuaslly thin,




-

The specimens were examined for marks of injury, or disease,
end 0 evidonces of these were apparent. The alimentary tracts did
no% show heavy infestation with parasites, The stomach of one of
the figh contained a large horned dace, while the other was empty.

The fish were fresh end a plece of each fish was cooked and
saten. The flesh was digtinetly edible, belng without objeeticnable
flavor, However, both figh were tougheskinned and rather flbroua,
a3 might be expected from the thin condltlon.

Both of thase flah showed seven winter markg on the scales.
According to findings of Juday and Sehneeberger in wigeconsin lakes,
walleoyed pile of elight summers (meven winters) averaged 19.25
inches {extremes 14.25 inches to 20.885 inches). Aversging 0.5
inenes, the two fish fvom 3mux Head Lake fall within the varlatlen
noted for “iseonain wallesyed pilre,

On the baasls of the upeclmens exanined, there seems no Justie
fication for saylng that the welleeyed pilte from this lake are "not
good &0 eat’, The flesh of the two specimens was vholesome, ut
did not contaln mueh fat,

Some equestions whieh gsho:ld be investlgated 1f this matter is
to be pursued further are (1) what percentage of the walleayes in
the leke are thinner than nomal (2) what are the food conditions in
relation to the number of pike present. If the thin ocondlition 1gs
genoral among the larger fish, 1t may ve due to shortage of forage fish,
Information on the bistory of wnlleeyed plke fishing in thlis lake

would be of value.

John R. Cresle
Kesearch Assoclate
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