
\ 

maTlTIJF FOR FISH[ltB l[lf~fl 
Ul1! 'I WIT Y 0.f IICM~ 

Report 262 August 1a. 1934 

EXAMINATION i,~oR CAUSE OF DEATH IN A SMALL•)IOUTH BASS 

J. ahipment or one ioed, treah fish specimen was received on August 13• 1934 

trom Mrt Fnnk A. Hoard, District Supervisor, whose headquarter, are a.t Traverse 

City, Michigan. The following letter accompanied the ehipment, 

"Will you please let us know what is wrong with this fish." 

14entit1oationa The specimen was a male Sllllll-aouth basa (Mioropterua 

d.olomieu) and had a total length ot 19 1/4 inohea and a weight of 3 pounds, l ounce. 

It appeared to be at least six years old. 

Condit1osu The f'iah arrived with no ice remaining, but it appeared to still 

be in tair condition. Marks of exteftlal injury were entirely la.eking. There was 

no evidence of the fish having been dynamited. The gills showed a alight increase 

of muaooua which is otten present on f'iehea tllat die during the warmer ••a.son of the 

year. There W&a likewise ao evidenoe of toxic, poisona oa.uaed by chemical or bacterial 

pollutions :from fa.otoriea or domestic sewage. 

An eU111.in41tion ot the viacera and other internal organs showed the liver, testea, 

and meaentary to be heavily parasi tized w1 th t"l ukea • The liver as tha most hearlly 

parasiticed of all the internal organs and was in a marked pathological condition. 

The thoracic region was hemorrhagic and probably was the secondary cause or death. 

An aberrant growth occurred on the right upper pharyngeal. The testee 1U9N moderately 

paraattized and were most libly non•funetional. 

CenoluaiaJh The ti.eh apparently died :troa too great an infeatation of' the so• 

called liver tlukea. Due to these parasites, certain pathologioal changes took plac• 

in some of the internal organs making them partially or non-functional• The final 

result was a thoracic hemorrhage which killed the fish. 
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