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PHELIMINARY REPCRT OF THE RESULIS OF THE FORAGE FISH EXPLRIMENTS
AT SCHUIL ACHES, 1934

On September 28, Mr, M, 5. Trauitsen, ¥r. J¢ Leonard and the writer

observdd the minnow exporiments at "Sohuil Acres”, GUrsnd Rapidse The results
of the experimonts are very pratifyinge. Both ¥ry Treautnsn and I were vory
favorably impressed by the suitability of "Schuil Aeres” as sn expsrimental
station, in view of the good results which have been chtained this yeoar.

The red-bellied dace, Chrosomus eos, in pend 7 eshow = large produstion.
Apperently st lemast two zenersations of this species have been produced during
this one season: the origimel brood stosk, placed in the pond at the begine
nirg of the summer, spawned and, ascording to dr. Schuill, then died offy their
progeny grew to webturity during the summer and have perhaps prodused a sacond
goneration which 1s now vory amall) (this point needs verifiestion). 7The experie
ment with this species, the first that wo have observed, indicates that this rish
is prolific, a good pond spesies, and worthy of further investigatiom.

There has been a largs production of both bluntenosed mimmows and zolden
shiners and a fair produstion of the killifish Fundulus disphenus menona, in

thelr respeotive paonds, Variocus tym s of spawnin; devices were instslled in
the dluntenosed minnow pond, snd our &h‘ on the selectivity of this specles for
gorteln types of objeots will be of some precticel velue, especially in design
of spsming devises in our natural waters, in conneotion with lake irprovement.

As feor as thie season is oonsermed, the experiments at Schuil 2Aeres will de



wle

oonoluded by Hovewber Pfirst. There would be no partioular wvalue in continuing
the experiments lomger. If the Schuil Acres establishment is glven up by the
Leapartment, end 1f the Institute oan obtain the use of one or more ponde at
one of the state hatoheriee (Dreayton Plains would be most oonvenient), the brood stook
of minnows could be transferred this fall, in preparation for firther experimsnts
next yesr, All or part of the minnow stook could perhaps be talen to the Lydell
hatchery for (1) holding a stoak of ocertain species for further exporiments,
(2) exporimental plantings, (3) bass foodl

Dro Hubbs or Nr. Trsutman would 1ike to diseuss the problem of whel the
oxparizents san be conducted next year, It ls expected that I can be on the
ground throuzh the summere. An axpprimml station nesr Ann Arbor would be idsal
\as hos previcusly been menticned), but we assume funds will not be cbtainable
at present for a now eatablishmant. Possibly some of the work may be done ab
Korthville. Inquiries in thet direction will be mads in the near futures In
the meantime we guzgest tlat some conslderation b given to the posaibility of
doing this work at one of the state hatsheries, es near as possible to Ann Arbor.
Sevoral rather shallow ponds of 1/8 %o 1/4 aore end a few smaller ones w uld be
ideal, but the exporiments can he modified to correspond with the fanilities which
are aveilable,

During our vigit, ¥rs. Schull stated that ir, Schuil hed subtmitted
partial report on the work at the station thls summer. We would appreciate a
copy of this report, as it would aid us in interpreting the resul: s of the

summor's work,

INSTITUTE POR PISHLRIES RESEARCH

Gorald 7. Cooper
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