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IDENTIF'ICA'l'ION OF BLUE PIJCE-PERCff SullMlTTED BY CONSERVATION QI,'FICER KOBOSII 

On June 3, 1935, the Institute tor Fiaheries Research received trom 

Cons&J'T&tion 0ft1eer Thom.a Xoboeh1 ot Petoskey the f'i8h referred to J.n his 

letter of lay 29, wh1eh read a.a tollowut 

Petoskey, Michigan 5/29/35 
Gent litmOn • 

Am sending you tor proper 14entificatiw tour fish which I 
think are perch pike (Yellow Pickerel) or W•lleyed Pike. The•• f iah were ahipped under the ll8m$ ot Blue Pike a.nd 
offered. tor sale under tM name ot Blue Ptke. Am. wre you:&" report 
will settle all qUiDtion of doubt as to the kind of rtah these are. 

Uoping to hear trom you soon, 
Very truly yours, 

Thom~ Koboskt (signed) 
Conservation O.ffi<Hn· 

These fish a:re witbol.lt qtu,ation Blue Ptb•peroh, commonly called Blue Pike .. 

The evtden.oe tor this statement is given in the acoompanyug table. The 

ohan.cter-s assigned the "yellows" and the ttblues" 1n general are thoae used 

in distinguishing the two species in Hubba "The Check•liet of the Fishes of 

the Great La.kea and Tributary W&ter1 (1926• P• 57). 

Charaete..-, 

Body color 

!ail• 
PU.•£!Nh 

With brassy yellow mot. 
tl1nga, never bluish 

Color ot lower tina Yollowieh 

Epa (orbit) Sall, set rather tar 
apart 

Bouy width between 
orbits meaaUJ"ed into 
wbita 

1.1 to 1.4 

Spec!ans 
from. Petoskei 

Grayish blue, with• 
out brassy ~llow 

Blullh white 

Large., set clos, 
oloae together 

Sue Large, to 20 or 40 lbs., S•ller, 11"+ to 
usually immature under l lbs. 13n + 

1"leah rath1H• aott 

:siue 
Plke•E•roh 

Grayish blue with• 
out brassy yellow 

Blu1•h white 

Large, e&t close 
t0::;;etber 

1.4 to 2.0 

Smaller., seldom 
18" long 

l"ath•l" sof't 



() 
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.a-

It 1B ther•~on oleu- that tlieae fieh are not Y•llow Pike•penh 
(• Yellow Pickerel • Walleyed Pike). 
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