heport 284
July 1, 1935
IHE GILL BACYTERIAL DISEASE OF A YELLOW PERCH AHD A BLURGILL FROU
SQTARY LABE, QAKLARD COUNTY, MECHIZAN

On June 28, 1935, Mre A. T, Stewart, Superintendent of the Draybon Plains
State Figh Betchery, obtaimed en sadult Yellow Perch (13 inches in total langth)
and an adult Bluegill (9 inches in length) frem Squars Leke (Section 8, Blosmfleld
Yownship, Oskland County, T. 2 Ne, Re 10 E,)s Mr, Stewart informed the writer that
& considerable mortality of the fis: 1life of the lake e oocurin: at the time
these two specimens were ploked up along the lake ghore,
 An emamination of these two fish revesled that both had euffered & severe

vaoterial infection (probably cmused by Bseillus colwmeris Davis) on the gills and

on lerge areas on the bodye. It is believed thet this infection csused the death
of these fish beosuss (1) the iafection was quite severe, destroying approximetely
m-fmmh of the totel ;illefilament ares of both specimens, end (2) = -mm-‘ ‘
opidenio of this baoterie has caused, during the past spring, a considerable mor-
wlity of fish 1life, mostly Bluezille, in many Michigen lskes,

The ocourrense of this diseass chould not be alarming to the local sportamen,
as the digeass probebly kills cnly a very small fraction of the fish population of
any ons lake, and there ia no reason to believe that the oceurrence of the maladey
in a 1lake renders all the fishes of the lake unsuitedle for humen consumption.

According to Dre lle S¢ Davis, the disesss san be successfully combated by sube
| Jeoting the affectdd fishes to a 1 to 30,000 seolution of copper sulphate for 20
minmwtese This method is prectical only where the fishes are in smsll bodles of waber
from vhich they oan be easily seinsd, No troatment is recommended for the digesss

where it occurs in large lekes,
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A detailed deseription of the dieease is given by Dr. He S Davis in
a publication entitled:™A New Bacterial Diseuce of Freshwater Fishes™, Bull.
Ue 84 Burs Fish., Vol, 38, Doos Nos 924, ppe 261-280,
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