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THE ATTEMPTIED INTRCDUCTION OF PACIFIC SALMON IN LAX: ERIE WATERS.

ket loast two species of Pacific salmon, the King Salmon, Oncorhynchus tchityytsche

(ngbaum), and the Silver Salmon,_g; kisutch (Walbaum), have been introduced into Lake
Erie and its tributeary streams. As early as 1873 the Ohio Fish Commission introduced
King Salmon fry into Leke Erie. Between 1873 and 1878 this state planted at least
172,000 fry in Lake Erie and the streams flowing into it.

At about the same time Michigen also planted King Salmon fry in several ilichigan
waters tributary to Lake Erie,

{n the whole these early introductions were unsuccessful (possibly because the
fish planted were fry instead of fingerlings or larger fish). There is however, one
published record of the capture ;f a "California Balmon™ from these early plantings.
A specimen 13 1/2 inches long was taken the first of October 1376, in Leke Erie at
Cedar Point, near Toledo., This fish was said to have been one of those planted in
the River Reisin in the spring of 1874,

In 1926, Dr. Hubbs published (é.Check-listlgi the rishes of the Great Lekes and

Tributary 7aters, with Nomenclatorial Notes and Analytical Keys, University of Michigem

Museum of Zoology, Miscellaneous Publications, No. 13: pp. 15) the information that
"Efforts to introduce this Pacific salmon into the vmters of the Great Lakes seem to
have bean almost wholly lacking in successful outcome., I have, howaver, seen an adult
specimen taken at Killarney on Georgian Bay,."

Apparently few introductions of salmon were made between 1890 and 1925, On March
25, 1933 the following gants were made by the Ohio Division of Consefvation:

25,000 Silvery Selmon  Little Pickerel and Cold Creeks, Sandusky Bay, Erie

County, Ohio.
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16,000 Silver Salmon Mouth of Cold Creek at Venice, Erie County, Chio.

70,000 King Salmon Little Pickerel and Cold Creeks, Sandusky Bay, Erie County, Ghio.

9,000 King Salmon Mouth of (old (reek at Venice, Eris County, Ohio.

These fish were from 3 to 8 inches in totel length at the time v»lanted. They were
planted under the direction of Dre. T. H., Langlois and myself, for the Ohioc Jivison of
Conssrvetions

There have heen several published comments on and since the plenting of these fish
by the Ohio Uivision. In the ™Mail Bag" of the July, 1933 Fisherman, paze 5, is a note
on the introduction of %these salmon in Lake ZErie waters; also a statement that "A
few years ago some of these salmon were relsased in Sanduéky Bay and so fer several of
the silversides QQ; kisutch?) weighing from 6 to 8 pounds have been caught™.

In "Pauls Wetting Gazette™ of December, 1934 (Vol. V, No. 3, p. 8) is a note under
the title "Experiment with Pacific salmon in Lake Lrie proves successful" which states
that "Several weeks a&zo commercial fishermen began reporting catches of silversides
or Pacific salmon from three to five pounds™ ond that "It is interesting to note the
remarkable growth of these salmon from fingerling size in the Spring of 1933 to a size o%
five pounds by October, 1934",

In the "Fishermen™ of January, 1935 (Vol. 4: Fo. 1; pe 4) is another article,
stating that commercial fishermen were catching salmon weizhing from "three to five
pounds each"™ and that now "salmon are taken almost daily".

A recent inquiry concerning records of the capture of salmon in Lake Erie was sent
to Mr. Z, L, Wickliff, Chief of the Bureau of Scientific Zesearch of “he Ohio Division
of Conservaetion. In reply he sent a copy of the following letter:

Mr. Frank T. Bell

Commissioner

Ue S, Bureau of Fisheries

"»shinzton, L. C.

Dear Mr, Bell:

On October 16, 1934, Mr. "ebb Sadler of the Castalia Trout Club brought five
salmon to this office. They apparertly were the Tilvar Salmon of the Pacific

Coast., They varied in lengfh from 18 to 23 inches., INr. Sedler thinks they are
the result of a rlnt of 50,000 in Sandwsky Zay, March 25, 1933,






which species ars taken, and in what relative numbers,
In the preparation of this report, assistance was kindly given by Dr. John

Van Cosbten, In Charge, Great Lakes Investigations, U. S. Bureau of Fisheries.

Wlise I3 emutoriam

Milton B. Trautmen
Assistant Director



