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THE ATTEMPTED I NTRG'!)'JCTIOU OF PAC IFIC SAlllON IN LAKE ERIE WATERS. 

ht least two species of Pacific salmon, the Kir1g Salmon, Oncorhynchus tcJ;81Ytscha 

(Vfolbaum)., and the Silver Salmon, .£.:. kisutch '(Walbaum), have been introduced into Lake 

Erie and its tributary streams. As early as 1873 the Ohio F'ish Corilmission introduced 

Ki,,g Sal::non fry into Lake Erie. Betvreen 1873 and 1878 this stat e planted at least 

172,000 fry in Lake Erie and t he streams flovrl.n6 into it. 

At about t he same time Michigan also planted King Salmon fry in several Michigan 

waters tributary to Lake Erie. 

On t he vmole these early int roductions were unsuccessful (possibly because the 

fish planted were fry instead ~of fingerlings or larger fish). · There is however, one 

published record of the capture of a "California ialmon" from these early plantings. 

A specimen 13 1/2 inches long ,v-as ta.ken the first of October 1876., in Le.ke Erie at 

Cedar Point., near Toledo. This fish was said to have been one of those planted in 

the River Raisin in the spring of 1874. 

In 1926, Dr. Hubbs published (,! Check-list of t h e Fishes of ~ Great Le.lees and 

Tributary Vfaters., ~ Nomenclatorial Notes ~ Analytical Keys., University of Michig~ 

Museum of Zoology., Miscellaneous Publications, No. 15: PP• 15) the information that 

"Efforts to introduce this Pacific salmon into the wate rs of the Great Lakes seem to 

have bem almost wholly l a cking in successful out c ome. I ha v:e., how'3ver, seen an adult 

specimen taken at Killarney on Georgian Bay." 

Apparently few introductions of salmon were made between 1890 and 1925. On March 

25., 1933 the following it;i.nts were rrAde by t he Ohio· Division of Conservation: 

25.,000 Silvery Salmon 

County., Ohio. 

Little Pickerel and Cold Creeks, Sandusky Bay, Erie 
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16,000 Silver Salmon Mouth of Cold Creek at Venice, Erie County, Ohio. 

70,000 King Salmon Little Pickerel and Cold Creeks., Sandusky Bay., Erie County, Clhio. 

9,000 King Salmon Mouth of' Cold Creek at Venice, Erie County, Ohio. 

These fish were from 3 to 8 inches in total le~th at t he time :'::-, lanted. 1'hey were 

planted under the direction of Dr. T. H. Langlois a.nd myself., for the Ohio Jiv ison of 

Conservation. 

There have been several published comments on and since the pla~ting of these fish 

by tr..e Ohio Di vision. In t h e "Mail Bag'' of the July., 1933 Fisherman, page 5, is a note 

on the introduction of these salmon in Lake Erie waters; also a statement that "A 

few yea.rs a go some of these salmon were released in Sandusky Bay and so far several of 

the silversides (-2.!_ kisutch?) weig;hing from 6 to 8 pounds have been caught". 

In "Pauls Wetting Jazette" oi' December, 1934 (Vol. V, No. 3., P• 8) is a note under 

t he title 11Experiment with Pacific salmon in Lake Erie ;_~roves successful" which states 

that 11Several weeks a.z;o commercial fishermen began reporting catches of silversides 

or Pacific salmon from three to five pounds" end that "It is interesting to note the 

remarkable growth of these salmon from fingerling size in the Spring of 1933 to a size u \ 

five pounds by October, 1934''. 

In the "Fisherman" of January, 1935 (Vol. 41 lfo. 1; p. 4) is another article, 

stating that corr.:t!l.e rcio.1 fishermen were catching se.l:non weighing from "three to five 

pounds each" and that now "salmon are taken almost daily". 

A recent inquiry concerning records of the capture of salmon in Lake Erie vms sent 

to Mr. 3 . L. ::rickliff, Chief of t he Bureau of Scientific 2esearch of the Ohio Division 

of Conservation. In reply he sent a copy of the follovring letter: 

Mr. Frank T. Bell 
Commissioner 
u. S. nureau of Fisheries 
'!!.-., shin; ton., D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

On October 16, 1934 , Mr. 1.'Tebb Sadler of the Castalia Trout Club brought five 
sal::non to t his office. They a pparer..tly were the Silver Salmon of the Pacific 
Coast . ?hey •.raried in l engfh from 18 to 23 inches. Kr. Se ,lle r things they ar-o 
the result of a p Je. nt of 50.,000 b Sandusky Bay, March 25., 1933. 
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We a.re today scnc~ in;; you 01'.P, of' these salmon for posi+,ive identification, 

also for the a ; e of the fish in case this can be determined from the specimen . 
-:~uLe a. number of yea.rs e.go the Ohio Fish Commission i nt roduced the 

At lantic Sa.Lnon and the Pacific Salmon into s0veral of t hr~ st r ea-rns of the state 
but I do not know of any a.ut h~ntic record of their capture. 

If these adult zalmon brc·-1.0ht in by ~:Tr. Sadler a.re the :::-esult of the plant 
of 1933 it 1:rould se err. to be a:1. unusual 3:::-0,·rth for- Pacific Salmon in Leke Erie, 
and it is the first record triat I know of where thj:s species of salmon 1-i.as bee:µ 
caught i.n t he westerr. end of ~:,h e lak'J . They were teJ:on just off Cedar Point. 

I should als o apprecfate recei vin; 11hat 1· c c0 rC.s you hiP:e of' i:>acific Se.lmr.:-n 
being planted i n the v.raters of' Ohio . 

Mr. ~.Yi ckliff also wY-ote that t he fish sent to the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries was 
1,y 

not received ~ them r• "." else !1.ad arrived in such a. condition that examination and 

identification of the ::'ish was impossible. 

On July 6, 1935 the Institut e received from Mr. F. Clatworthy of the Great Atlantic 

and Pacific 7'3a Company, a King Salmon which '.'1'8.S 19 .25 inches in total len6th, weighed 

2 pounds 7 1/4 ounces, and was 3 years old.49 It i,,,as ta.ken iLn a pound net in Le.ke Erie 

off Kingsville, Ontario, in the early summer of 1935 (see Institute Report Ho. 297). 

No definite records indicating the es-ta.blishment of t he Silver 8a.1M.on 1r1 u-roat 

Lakes y;eters have come to our notice. 

Unfortunat el~- fe,-, of the salmon r.eported t aken recent ly in Lake :Srie have been 

exaro.in0d by m0r. com .. :e-1:;ent to identify them. Yfuether the King; Salmon or the Silver 

Salmon is the species most often taken is n o"; lmown. 1Ye consider it probable that most 

of these so-ce.lled ,.salmon" a.re Rainbow Trout (Salmo gairdnerii irideus)., for this trout has 

also been introduced into Lake Erie we.tars in numbers and a cons iderab le number have 

been captured over the past ei~ht or ten ~rears. Th~re is a considerable superficial 

resemble.nee between rainbow trout and salmon, enoush to cause one not especially ra.mili&r 

v1ith these fish to mak,3 a.n erroneous identification. 

It is unfortunate that so few of. the salmon recently tak'3)J ha.ve been identified. It 

is therefore suggested that tbe c ommercia.1 fishermen or oth0 rs who take salmon in Great 

Lake water s should send sa.11'.ples on 1.ce to the I nst~tute for Fisher:ies Res ee.rch, or to the 

,'.}reat Lakes offfoe o.2 the U. s . Bureau of Fisheries, both at Ann Arbor, Michii;;an, along 

with a report of the numbers they :b.ave ta.ken, in order that it lllly be definitely detcrrained 



-4-

which species ar-9 taken, a.nd in what relative numbers• 

In the prepa.re.-tion of this report, assistance was kirdly r; ivon by Dr. John 

-van Oos t en, In Charge, Great Lakes Investii;atior..s, u. S. Bureau of Fisheries. 
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