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WINTER CREEL CENSUS ON ROUND LAKE A..'ti!D WAMPLERS LA.KE, HAYES STATE PJiRK, IRISH 

HILLS, JA.clifUARY TO MARCH, 1935. 

The creel census date. on which this report is based were collected by the 

He.yes Park c.c.c. Camp. Kenneth Vander La.an, a.n enrollee, was in charge of the 

work. The fish were measured to the nearest quarter inch and the time of fishing 

was checked to the nearest quarter hour. The men who collected the information 

were careful and efficient and the data they obtained a.re considered reliable. 

Round Lake 

Round Lake (Jackson, Washtenaw and Lenawee counties) is a relatively small 

lake (the exact area not obtained), which is connected with Wamplers Lake by a 

channel large enough to perndt movements of boats and fish from one lake to the 

other. 

Table I shows that the lake was not heavily fished and that tho catch was 

negligible. The total catch consisted of two 8-inch perch (taken with hook and 

line) and six northern pike of an average length of 28.6 inches (speared). There 

were 27 local fishermen 6 1 from A.drian, 16 from Clinton~ 2 from Tecumseh and 1 

from Onsted. There were 4 fishing shanties on the lake. 

The figures represent all fishing from January 14 to the end of the winter; 

all who fished the lake during this period were contacted at the close of their 

day• s fishing;. 
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Table I. Statistics on winter fishing on Round Lake, January 14 to 

March 12, 1935 

Line fishin~ s;eea.ril'l~ Total 

Hours fished 7.5 168.75 176.25 
Number of fishermen 4 43 47 
Numb er of 1 ine s 9 • • •• 
Lines per fisherman 2.25 • • •• 
Average number of hours per 

fisherman 1.9 3.9 3.75 
Total number of fish caught 2 6 8 
Fish per hour .27 .04 .os 
Hours per fish 3.75 28.1 22.0 
Fish per fishe :rma.n-da.y .5 .14 017 
Number taking no fish 3 38 41 
Percent taking no fish 75 88 87 

Wa:mp ler s Lake 

The data for Wamplers Lake, as for Round Lake, were collected from January 

14 to the end of the winter fishing period. The information on the tables represents 

appoximately 96% of all fishing; after January 14. Table Itgives a sunnnary of 
:err: .li! 

statistics for line fishing, Table fi!for spearing and Table :S-.for all fishing 

(except the 4% which were seen but were not contacted)• 

According to the Michigan Lakes and Streams Directory, Wamplers Lake has an 

area of 800 acres. There were 46 fishing shanties on Wamplers Lake according to a 

census taken about February 15. 

Mr. Vander Le.an included in his information the following note: 0 stol!'Rch of 

pike speared January 5 weighir~ 8 3/41r- contained one bass which measured 12° from 

flipper fin to end of tail (partially digssted), estimated length when caught by 

pike 14". Estimated weight when alive 2f. The above report was received from 

Mr. F. J. Harris, 232 Dennis Sto, Adrian, Mich.tt 

Item numbers in the discussion of the tables refer to similar item numbers 

in the tables. 
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Table II. Statistics on line fishing, Wa.."'ll.plers Lake, January 14 to 

March 12, 1935 

January Febru- :March 
14-31 ary 1-12 

Hours fished 240 277.75 2.25 
Number of fishermen 45 52 l 
Number of lines 163 167 5 
Lines per fisherman 3.6 3.2 5 
Average hours per fisherman 5.3 5.3 2.25 
Tota.l number of fish caught 70 26 •• 
Fish per hour • 29 .09 •• 
Hours per fish 3.4 10.7 •• 
Fish per fisherman-day 1.6 .5 •• 
Number taki~.g no fish 21 38 1 
Percent taking no fish 47 73 100 
Catch 
Perch 56 (8.4)* 20 (9.5) •• 
Northern pike 11 (18.6) 6 (23.2) •• 
Gar 3 (81) •• • • 
Average size of all fish •• • • •• 

* Figures in parentheses represent average size, in inches. 

Discussion of Table II 

Total 

520 
98 

335 
3.4 
5.3 

96 
.18 
5.4 
1.0 

60 
61 

76 (8.7) 
17 (20.21) 

3 (21) 
11.1 inches 

l. There was almost no fishing in March, probably due to early breaking up of 
the ice. 

2. Line fishing was most extensive in January. 

6. Line fishing was much better in January than in February, but was relatively 

poor al 1 winter. 

9. The number of fish taken and the number of fishermen were almost identical 

(96 fish, 98 fishermen). 

11. A large percentage of the fishermen took no fish at all. 

120 The average size of fish taken in February was considerably larger than the 

average size of those taken in January. 

13. The fish were of a good average size. 
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Table III. Statistics on spearing., '11\J'amplers Lake, January 14 to 

March 12, 1935 

January 14-31 February 

Hours fished 1091.5 2499.26 
Nunber of fishermen 216 434 
Average hours per fisherman 5.1 5.8 
Total number of fish caught 120 186 
Fish per hour .11 .01 
Hours per fisb 9.1 13.4 
Fish per fisherman-day .55 .43 
Number taking no fish 143 299 
Percent taking no fish 66 69 
Catch 
Perch 2 (9)* 4 (9.7) 
Northern pike 104 (21.0) 174 (22.4) 
Gar 13 (21.9) 5 (31.3) 
Dogfish 1 (3W) 1 (21.5 )~ 
Suckers •• 2 (20.7) 
Average size of a.11 fish •• • • 

* Figures in parentheses represent average size in inches. 

Discussion of Table III 

s. The catcr1, in tenns of fish per hour., was poor. 

6 
Total 

3590.75 
650 
5.5 
306 
.085 
11.7 
.47 
442 

68 

6 (9.5) 
278 (21.9) 
18 (24.5) 

2 (26.8) 
2 (20.7) 

21.8 inches 

7. Each fisherman took, on the average, less than one fish for each two days 

of fishing. 

9. Two-thirds of the fishermen caught no fish at all. 

10. Spearing of perch is illegal. Most of the fish speared were northern pike. 

Obnoxious ~!!etli!: predators constituted 6 1/2% of the catch. 

11. The fish were of a good average size. 

Table IV. Comparison of line fishing and spearing, -i{amplers Lake, 
Ja..'l'J.ua.ry 14 to March 12., 1935 

Line Spear Total 
1. Hours fished 520 3590.75 4110.75 
2 • Number of fishermen 98 650 716" 
3. Average hours per fisherman 5.3 5.5 5.5 
4o Total number of fish caught 96 306 402 
s. Fish per hour 118 .085 0.1 
6. Fish per fisherman day 1.0 .47 .56 
7. Percent taking no fish 61 68 67 
s. Avera,,·e ,:, size of all fish llol inches 21.8 in.. 18.2 in. 
9. Catch - Perch 76 6 82 
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Line 

17 
3 
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Discussion of Table IV 

1. 87 percent of the fishing was by spearing. 

Spear 

278 
18 

2 
2 

Total 

295 
21 

2 
2 

2 • 32 f~s hermen both speared and line fished at the same time. These were 

considered sep0.ratel:,p (as two fishermen) under line fishing and spearing but ara 

considered as one fisherman in the total. 

5. Line fishing produced approximately tvrice the fish per hour that were ta.ken 

by spearing. 

7 • '.Ywo-thirds of the fishermon caught; no fish. 

8. Fish ta.ken with spear were almost twice a.s large as those tikan by line. 

General discussion 

Warnplers Lake produced approx:i.inB.tely one fish per two acr0s of water during 

the winter of 1935 (after JanuartJ 14). Almost ·!:;hree-f'ourths of these were northern 

pike w'11ile 23 of the fish were obnoxious predators. It does not appear that the winter 

fishing on this lake, and on Round Lake, was injurio~s ·l:;o the sunm1.0r fishing; it may have 

been definitely beneficial. 

These data together with data on other lakes (previously submitted) indicate 

that, in general, winter spea·ing; and ·winter line fishing ~ minnows on our inland 

lakes cannot be considered as affecting adversely the summer fishing in those lakes. 

Scale samples collected by the creel census crew have not yet been examined. 

~ua.mplers Lake a.ttructed fishermen from the following localities (-with number from 

each locality): Local 315, Adrian 260, Tecu1:1seh 64, Britton 12, Clinton 2, 

Onsted 4, Tipton 9, Cle.yton 1, Cadmus 1., l/Iila.n 1, Sand Creek lJt Indiana 1 and 

Ohio 44. 
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R. :V. Eschmoyer 
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