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?ece:Tt corres 0011dcnce to the Departrrent of ConserYRtion :!:'rori )Er• E • 2-. Steinbaugh 

o:f.' DaYisburg, I'.ichigan has called our attention to the condition of low water in rll:ite 

La.lee (Vfr.ite La:rn and Righland townships, Oaklo.nd County, :,:ichigan) a.nd to the general 

concern a.ilong the local reGiderrts around t}1 i s lake over the resultant ~'-:;::>peD.rl?nce of 

the great accumule.tion of orga._'1.ic mud or peat in the lake be.sin. 1:'.r. Steinbe.ugh, 

in correspondence, SU[f_','.ested that somethine; mie;ht be done to improve the con(itions 

in this lake for fish life. Thus, on Aucust 27, 1G36., I.Ir. A. T. Stewart and the writer 

called on Fr. Steinbaugh to investic:ate these conditions. 

The area of Ylhite Lake is listed b;y the Eichigan Lake and Stream Directory as 

1,000 acres; however, the U. S. Topographical Survey Lie.p indicates the.t its area is 

arout 600 acres. Two lr.rge bays (about 75 acres eoch) to the r_orth e.re separated from 

the main pe.rt oi' the lake (a.bout 500 acres) by two narrow necks of water. 

Jud;;in.z from e. high vrnter marl': on a bridge abutment., the lake level has dropped 

about four fA9t in (according to 1.:r. Steinbaugh) the last six years. This drop of 

the lake level hes exposed in many places alonr the shore a wide strip of r:ru.d flats 

( 50 to 200 feet or rr,ore vlide) between the old la}-e shore line and the present one. 

This condition is verj unfortu::rn.te frorr_ -:he sta...11dpoi~t of the local cottae;ers., end 

there are a [reat fl~,.ny located on this lal~e. 

l':r. Steinbauch was chiefly ccw~erned 7;i th the two north bays of this lake ( see 

topo;;re.phic sheet). T!'le lovr vra.ter lev'9l and the acc;n:.ule..tion cf mud have reached 

the stare of beinc seriousl;I/ e.dyerse ::o boa.ting end fis:-:irc;, only :l.n these two bays. 
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Therefore our observations vrere confined to these parts of the lake. 

We undertook to row about one of +;hese bays ( the one to the east)• The condit:i.ons 

encou:r:.t.ered were so unusual as to be almost unbelievable. fie rowed about 200 yards 

toward the center of the lake and then returned to the dock; this trip took us about 

three-quarters of an hour. The ,Yater was almost uniformly of a depth of o.bout two 

to four inches. Below this depth there was practically nothine but :rrrud. Due to the 

shs.llowness of the water, rowing on the lake was extremely di.fficul t as each stroke 

of the oars resulted in &Jl. advance of a.bout one foot. Na-. Steinbaugh informed us that 

the water depth was essentially the same over the entire area of this particular bay, 

and the same over n:ost of the other north bay ( the one to the west). Soundings i.'lith 

a twenty-foot bamboo pole revealed that this accunrulated organic mud in the basin of 

this bay was about six inches in thickness at thirty feet from the shore line, two feet 

in thickness at fifty feet from shore a..'l'.ld ten feet at one hundred feet from shore. If 

this nmd accumulation extends to within two to four inches of the water!! surface over 

the entire seventy-five acres of this north be.y, as was stated by Mr. Steinbaugh, it 

probably has an average depth of at least ten feet over this entire area. The condition 

is apparently the result of the deposition of organic material in the lake basin during 

past ce1:turies (the lake has no important inlets) and has been brought to the attention 

of the resorters by the present low water level. If the water level does not rise, it 

will be only a relatively fel'l years before both of these north bays a.re continuous 

marshes. 

According to the Conservation Department's records and accordi~g to Steinbaugh, 

-s~ese north bays had e. severe "winter ~ill" of fishes during 1935-36 • The fishes af­

fected 't'Tere Bluecills, Rock Eass and Black Bass. It appears, therefore, that the lake 

level has dropped somewhe.t since the fall of 1935, for adult game fish could hardly be 

expected to live in these north bays at the present water depth of two to four inches. 

Our advice to Mr. Steinbaugh and to other cottagers s.long t!'lese north bays could 

not be encouraging. The difficulty and the extent of the task of removing ten feet of 

mud from these seventy-five acre bays is practically prohibitive; it would probably 



cost ~ore than it cost to build the cottages. Also, the cost of removing enough 

of the mud to make the area suitable for £,ame fish vrould be prohibitive. 
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By: Gerald P. Cooper 
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