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CREEL CENSUS ON INDIAN LAXE,

SCHOOLCRAFT COUNTY, WINTER OF 1937

A census was taken on the winter fishing on Indien Leke from Jamary 16 to
Merch 3lst. The lake had been closed to winter fishing since December 31, 1933,
but was "re-opened" to fishing on January 16th. During the last winter it
vielded, to the anglers, e total of 5,073 fish, a catch of only a little more
then one fish per two ecres., It appears that this small "erop" is too insignifi-
cent to sericusly affect summer fishing and that, so far as the removal of fish
by legal methods is concermed, the Cormissionts decision to reopen the lake to
winter fishing was entirely justified. The fish hed an average length of 9,7
inches end most of them (over 85 per cent) were perche Only 602 northern pike
end walleyes, an average of one per 13 acres, were taken,

The census was taken by Cemp Menisticue, under the general direction of
Chief Foremen Steve McDonald., It 1s assumed that the 1409 fishing records pro-
vided by Camp Manistique represent all or neerly all of the fishing on Indien
TLake during thet portion of the winter when fishing wgs permitted,

t will be noted in Table 1 that of the 1,409 fishermen 42% caught no fish,
The 5,073 fish caught were telien &t the average rate of less than one fish (0.8)
per hour, In an averaze fishing day (45 hours) the fishermen caught, on the

average, 346 fish each, Only 47 (less than 47) of the fishermen were womene



Y2

The catch consisted of 4469 perch of an average length of 843 inches,
328 walleyes averaging 17.4 inches long and 279 northern pike averaging 22,2
inches in lengthe. Two rock bass were also caught,

Fishing wes almost entirely by local residents; $5 per cent of &ll fisher-
men were from Schooleraft County, the others were from Lelta County,.

Fishing was poor during the first month when the catch averaged only one
Tish per three hours of fishinge During the remainder of the winter the catch
averaged one fish per hour,

A census is not aveilable of the summer fishing for comparisén with the

winter fishinge
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Table 1

Monthly Analysis of Fishing on Indien Lake, Schoolcraft County, Winter, 1937

Number fishermen
taking no fish
No,s of Noe legal [ No. hours | Catch per|No, of fish Ave. size | Hours per

Date fishermen Noe % fish fished hour per fisherman | of fish fisherman-day
January 16=-31 281 184 65 356 1061450 043 1.3 12,0 348
February lel15 145 92 63 150 635425 043 1,3 1046 444
February 16-28 190 78 41 895 860475 1.0 447 94t 445
March lal5 421 117 28 2040 2138,00 1,0 4,8 Fel 5,1
March 16=31 372 124 33 1592 1583,25 1,0 443 9,9 443
Totals or
Averages 1409 595 42 5073 6278,75 048 346 947 445




Table 2

Catch by Species end Average Size, Indian Lake, Schoolcraft County, Winter of 1237

Yellow Perch Walleyes Northern Pike Rock Rass
Date Number | Ave. Size Number | Ave. Size Number | Ave. Size Number | Ave., Size
January 16-31 254 78 30 15,2 72 2346 oo esa
February 1-1£ 156 8ec 8 1848 26 2245 ees 2 see
February 16-28 852 Be7 7 18,6 36 2341 oo g vee
March 1-1§ 1886 843 80 18,0 74 2142 vos ces
Vierch 1€-31 1321 8e3 198 16,8 71 21,1 2 8¢5
Totels or Averages 4469 843 323 1744 279 2242 2 ’ 845
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