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. ANALYSIS OF FISHING ON
PLEASANT LAKE, OAKLAND COUNTY

SUMMER AND FALL OF 1936

Under the direction of Project Superintendent Charles M, Leeson, the
Dodge Bloomer State Park CCC camp checked the fishing on Pleasant Lake,
Oeklend County for two years. The first year's creel census has been re-
ported on in deteil (Report 353). The 1936 census has been analyzed in
less detail, end the results of the summer and fall fishing on this lake

ere given below,

Summer Fishing

Two thousand six hundred twenty-two records were obtained in 1936
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during the summer fishing periode This represents an increase of about
a hundred records over the previous season. Thirty-eight per cemt (985
recprds) indicated no fish caught. Eighteen per cent of the anglers were
women, &n increase of almost 4 pef coent over the previous year,
. _fhe fishermen took 11,606 fish in 12,033 hourse--en average of almost
\ one fish (0.96) per hour,
Fishing was decidedly better in late June and early July than later
in the seasones After mid=July the catch per hour decreased consistently,
each half monthe The average size of the fish increased very slightly,

but consistently, as the season progressede
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In generel the 1936 date compared rather closely with similar informa=-
ticn for the previous year. There were certain marked changes in the
species taken, however, for bass decidedly declined in the catcl: and black
creppies almost doubled. The catch of fish most cormonly caught in Pleasant

Leke in 1935 ard 1936 is listed below:

Species Hoe Taken in 1935 Noe Taken in 1936
Bass 583 237
Pluegills and sunfish 7,128 8,565
Perch 1,478 1,477
Black crappie 429 826
Yorthern pike 16 21
Bullheead 404 461

Average sizes of the fish caught are included in Table l. It is
not certein that the census tekers were invariably able to differentisate
between the two basses and between bluegills end sunfishe Six walleyes
were reported caught. Wﬁ@}her or not walleyes are actually present has
not beer ascertained,

About three-fcurths of the anglefs were from Wayne County; the others
were almost entirely from Qeklend Countye. Only fourteen records were for
non-residents and only four resident anglers were from counties other than
the two mentioneds Most of the fishing in this lake was done by local
people in contrast to what has been found for lazkes further north, where
englers are almost invariably from a wide variety of localities in NMichigan

and other states,

Fall Fishing

Fall fishing yielded primarily bass and perch; in decided contrast
with sumrmer fishing,bwhen most of the fish caught were bluegills, The
average size of the fish taken in fall was much larger than that of the
summer caught fish, but the catch per hour was low. Fall fishing

(October 1 to November 15) accounted for 326 fish teken in 136 fisherman-deys.






General Informotion on Surmer and Fall Fishing,

Table 1

Fleasent Lake, Oskland County, 193G

B Total or
\ June 2£=30] July 1=15} July 15-31} Auge 1=151 Auge 18=31} Sept. 1-15} septs 16=30| Average 0ct, 1-15 | cet. 163 o e TOtDI .m
T, TurFer of flshermen-days: lele 153 2% 288 450 718 133 T3 ZI53 - oT T 1] vov. é 18} iversge
Fenale 33 60 76 98 75 lon | % 463 | 3 3 . ¢
Total 718 04 564 53 —75T 5, Z627 9T ” R A
Ce tumber taling no fish: T.ale 17 51 94 160 184 130 776 rg >% - ;3
remale 5 15 30 46 38 57 2C9 2 2 2 s
Total 24 66 124 20C 284 242 585 48 27 s Vil
“de Numoer of Tisl. caught (Tegal 1787 2138 1935 2527 1627 1510 IILGUE MRS F: ¥ vy T
T, R@mber ol Hours Tished 9B o7 1689 2703 2085 2642 12,033 251,00 TZE,00 Y400 000
5. Catcl. per hour T8 T8 T,T 0.9 0.8 0.6 [e23: L] 048 [ 0'07 5.8
T. Catel._per Tishermon=day Bes Te2 53 K o3 Ze3 1,5 T %0 T.7 0.2 2‘4
e Iv€s 100, Of NIs, per fisherran=day] 4.5 T,1 7,6 4.9 &5 1.9 4 4,6 - To0 To7 2.6 4’.(
T Per cent taking no fash 10 22 45 45 [ 38 BT V61 ﬁm'——mL_
G. Ave.s size of [ish caught Teo Tod Te5 740 Tol Te3 8o% 7e5 16,7 TIT ™ oz
10, Tatclh by species™ I = 2=
Targe-routlied Dass - llo. talen 28 43 28 34 18 31 201 21 3 1
Ave. size 2,4 11,6 11,6 13,1 12,4 12,2 12,2 11.8 12,0 12,0
Smallerouthed bass - No. talien 17 T 3 8 1 [ 2T 23 P
Averare size 11,1 11,0 10,7 10,6 12,0 12,8 11.6 12,2 12,9 vee
Eluegills = 10, telen LR 1309 T2 798 978 813 T PP Frwy
: Ave. size 7,0 740 7.2 743 Te4 7.2 7.2 6.0 0se eos
Suniish = To. Teken —72I% 153 122 75 7% o5 = T
Lve,. size 6.9 6.9 7.0 7.0 T3 T4 7.0 745
Perch - lio. taken 316 220 290 300 115 <3 1277 45 I
2 7e2 7.7 7o 842 TeT Te9 7.7 8,7 9,2
TI.ck croppie - 153 oo 153 40 4 [ 8256 T T
Ave, size Ted 8.4 C.0 Se 844 847 8.2 1048 10,5
Pock bass -~ Joe tagen 1 cos X Z ese T [ ees eve P
tves size 740 “en e 8.0 cee 8,0 7e8 X oae
Telleyes : eoe aee aee T 3 [ “ee woe
X aoe aen 1445 17,3 ‘1661 veo ves
Torthern pike I T 1 (] 3 &l Z e
20,0 16,0 14,0 14,9 15,3 15.8 15,0
Tulllends T 43 i) 97 5T I35 Py ™
tve, cize 9.9 R 946 Ge2 9.9 (7% 10,1 aee 10,
Do;Tish < Tio. Token T Tes coe 1 R 6 e ove .
Ave, size 22,3 “ee oo 3060 20,0 2248 X an ooe cee

* One "md bass" also recordeds



