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REPORT NO. 469 

_ ANALYSIS OF FISHING ON 

PLEASANT LAKE, O.AKLl.ND COUNTY 

SUM?:lER AND FALL OF 1936 

Under the direction of Project Superintendent Charles M. Leeson. the 

Dodge Bloomer State Park CCC camp checked the fishing on Pleasant Lake, 

Oakland County for two years. The first year's creel census has been re­

ported on in detail (Report 353). The 1936 census has been analyzed in 

less detail, and the results of the summer and fall fishing on this lake 

are given below. 

Summer Fishing 

Two thousand six hundred twenty-two records were obtained in 1936 

during the swmner fishing period. This represents an increase of about 

a hundred records over the previous season. Thirty-eight per cent (985 

records) indicated no fi~h caught. Eighteen per cent of the anglers were 

women, an increase of almost 4 per cent over the previous year • 

. The fishermen took 11,606 fish in 12,033 hours--en average of almost 

one fish (0.96) per hour. 

Fishing· was decidedly better in late June and early July than later 

in the season. After mid-July the catch per hour decreased consistently! 

each half month. The aver.age size of the fish increased very slightly, 

but consistently, as the season progressed. 
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In general the 1936 date. compared rather closely vdth similar informa­

tion for the previous year. There were certain marlced changes in the 

species taken, however, for bass decidedly declined in the ca.tel: and black 

crappies alrr,ost doubled. The catch of fish most commonly caught in Pleasant 

Lake in 1935 ar..d 1936 is listed below: 

Species Ho . Ta.ken in 1935 Mo . Taken in 1936 

Bass 583 237 
Pluegills and sunfish 7,128 s.565 
Perch 1.478 1.477 
Black crappie 429 826 
Northern pike 16 21 
Bullhead 404 461 

Average sizes of the fish caught are included in Table 1. It is 

not certain that the census takers were invariably able to differentiate 

betvreen the two basses and betweer. bluegills and sunfish. Six walleyes 

were reported caught. Wi_e~her or not walleyes are actually present has 

not bee1:. ascertained. 

About three-fcurths of the anglers were from Wayne County; the others 

were almost entirely from Oakle.nd County. Only fourteen records were for 

non-residents and only four resident anglers were from counties other than 

the two mentioned. Most of the fishing in this lake was done by local 

people in contrast to what has bee!l found for lakes further north, where 

englers are almost invariably from a wide variety of localities in Michigan 

and other states. 

Fall Fishing 

Fall fis hing yielded primarily bass and perch; in decided contrast 

with summer fishing, when most of the fish caugl~ were bluegills. The 

average size of the fish taken in fall was mucl1 larger than that of' the 

summer caught fish, but the catch per hour was low. Fall fishing 

(October 1 to November 15) accounted for 326 fish taken in 136 fisherman-days. 
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The two year record on t h is southern Mich i gan lake is especially 

valuable because relatively little infonnation is available on fishing 

in southern Michigan waters. Winter fi shing was reported to be negligible, 

so no i nformation on the much disputed winter bluegill fishing question 

could be obtai~ed from the study. 

H;STITlJTE FOR FISI!BR IES RESEARCH 

By R. W. Eschmeyer 
Assistant P.quatic Biolo e;ist 



June 25- 30 
T. Num'ce r o. ll.Shcnnan- rtays : 11:llle .LU.:> 

Fen11le 33 
Total O::: l b 

2. !!umber ta.ki n,; no fish : Lal e l'/ 
:;•e rnale 5 
Tot al '' ;, . Numoe r 01" r 1sl1 oauc;ht tle6al J .Lto t 

4 . ,\umber 0 1 nours 11shed '.:IU J. 
b o c atc l! per hour .l. oU 

ro . c o.te l-. per f1sher:mc.n- ctay tJ • • ~ 

7 . J.ve . no . of ltrs . per fis11e r r.,un -c1ai 4 o b 

13 . Fer c ent -ceu;: i n e: no r ish J.U 
-s. Ave . S1ZO o~ r ish ca1.1gh"t ., . .:, 
10 . Catc h by Gpec1es • 

La r g;e - z:-~ut !1ed bass - no . tal:en 28 
Ave . size 12 . 4 

Sllllll l - rnouthed bass - uo . tru~en .L "( 

Avera;:;e sizE 11 . 1 

I 
El uei;11.Ls - 1-10 . -ce.1:en "'" Ave . size 1 . 0 
Sunfish - No . 1.,tui:en GJ.,) 

J._ve . size 6 . 9 
Pe r ch - !:o . taken v .LO 

}_ .. ~-c . size 7. 2 
Bl ::,.ck crn;:ip1 e - ::o . tru::en .L i:10 

_\ve . size 7 . 4 
Rock bass - No . tru::en .L 

Lve . si ze 1 . 0 
,,e..L.Leyes - ;!o . tru:en ... 

J_ve . size ... 
Nor ;her:1 p1.t:e - l-'o , "t!l.!:en .L 

J•_ ·.re . ~ize 20 . 0 
Bu ll:iencts - no . ;;e.;,:en ,) J. 

1-.,,e . siz e 9 . 9 
Do;;1'1sh - J-'.o . t11Jcen " f.ve . s ize 22 . 3 

One "mu.d bass" also recorded , 

7nble l 

Gene r a l Infornmtion on Sur:uno r anc. !•'all l'is!, i nc , 
Fl oasan-t Lake , 011kl-:md County, 1936 

July 1-15 Julr 10- 31 Au g; . 1-15 .Jl.ur; . l c, - 31 
G'z'> Gl:ltl 'iOU •.u.o 

GO 76 98 75 
vV"± vO'i ""'" 'i'.:IJ. 

51 94 l oU .L84 
15 30 46 38 
66 H!4 GUO .:::.:::.::: 

G.1.LlO .L:l .:J O GuG/ .I.UGI 
1;; .:, ·1 16U9 ,-ru.:, GU09 

1.13 1 . 1 0 . '.:1 o . o 
.. , .~ :, . .:, 4 . 2 3 • .:i 
4 . 1 '! ob 4 . 9 4.,, 

.:::.::: 34 38 45 

7 · "' 
·r. o ·r.o 1 . ·1 

48 20 34 18 
11. 6 11.6 13 .1 12 . 4 

l 3 B .L 
11.0 10 . 7 10. 6 12 . 0 

.L,.v:, .L-'0:1 .Lt'</0 .1. '-00 
1 . 0 1.2 7 . 3 7 . 4 

.Lbv 1.:::.::: "(';;/ ., .. 
6.9 1.0 1 . 0 7 . 3 

'-'-V GDU .:,uu 115 
7 . 7 7 . 4 a.2 7 . 7 

.:iv l .L o.:> 4U .,,. 
8 .1 o . o 9 . 1 8 . 4 ... ... 4 ... ... ... a . o ... ... ... 2 l ... ... 15 . 0 14 . 5 
l l 5 9 

1a . o 14 . 0 16 . S 14 . 9 
;::, uu !:>6 Uti 

~• .o 9 . 6 9 . 5 £1 . 2 ... . .. 1 l ... ... 13 . 0 so . o 

sept . 1-15 Sept . 16- 30 
4.:,(l 135 
101 25 

""" .l.oU 
.to5 85 

57 18 . 
0:::'iG 103 

.LO.L U GvG ~ 

.. u-..-.. 0:/U'i:. 

o.6 0.3 
.: . a T . 5 
4 . 9 4 . ~ 

40 64 · 
I . u e.o 

31 14 
12 . 2 13.3 

b ·•• .• i 
12 . 8 ... 

'110 n 
7 . 2 7 .0 

:10 16 
7.1 7 . 2 .. ..,., 41 
7. 9 1 . 1 

OU 10 
a.1 9 . 1 
l ····· a . o . .. 
3 ••• !! 

17 . 3 . .. 
,) l 

15 .·3 18 . 0 
';)"{ '/U 

9 . 9 9 . 4 
1 •. ·7 

20 . 0 . .. 

To'tal or 
Avera;:-e 

O:::lo4 
468 

.:::o.:::.::: 
·n u 
209 : 
985 

!l .L.ouo 
'll:: .u.:,.:, 

. o. s.f 
4 .4 
4 . 6 ' 

38 
·r .5 

Oct. 1-1(', 
Total or 

Oct , l G- :n fJov. 1 - 15 _,_verl<i,;e 
:I .I. "'= 3 128 

3 3 2 8 
94 ,)'{ 5 136 
46 25 2 73 

2 2 2 6 4U G / 4 79 .:,a 44 l ,)Gt, 
.. ., ... . oo .L O:::O oUU 14 el!l. Oi:IU oO ---:-0.~ u.~ o. u, o . 6 .i . u .L • .:: u . ... ;: . 4 

4 . t.' .i . ~ .:: . B ----r.r-o.L .,., uu 58 
.LUoO::: J..L . ::. .Lo . o l Uo'l 

·::201 
12 . 2 

· 36 
11.6 I 

HIJ..:> 
7 . 2 

"f ":>t. 

7 . 0 
.L4"/ "/ 

7 . 7 
o,-o 

a . 2 
6 
7 . 8 

\ 6 
16 . 1 
O::: .L 
15 . 0 

4ul 
~ . ~ 

6 
22 . s 

21 3 1 25 11 .e 12 . 0 ie . o 12 . 1 
G.l. G.:, ... 44 
12 . 2 12 . 9 ... 12. 6 

J. ... ... 1 
6 . 0 ... . .. G. O 
.L ... . .. l 

7. 5 ... . .. 7. f, 
4 !, .Lt ... ob 

0 . 7 9 . 2 ... a . a 
.L .L ... ' 10 . E- 10 . 5 ... 10 . 5 . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. ... . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. 

.::: .L ... .:, 
15 . 0 18 . o ... ie . o .Lo:, ... . .. .l.U":> 
10.1 ... . .. 10 . 1 ... . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. 


