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ANALYSIS OF FISHING IN BAKER

LAXZ, BARPY COUNTY, SUKMERS OF 1936, 1937

The Yankee Springs Project has teken a creel census of Baker Lake
for one complete summer (1936) and for a portion of another summere. The
data are summarized belowe

An Institute survey party, assisted by the Project, made a survey of
Beker Lake in 19636s According to the survey, the lake has an area of
53,8 mcres. It is apperently of the rich southern Michigan type of lake
with little or no oxygen in deeper water in summer. It is a bluegill-
large-mouthed bass leke, containing the kinds of fish common to such waters.
The census records small-mouthed bass in the catch each season, and it is
entirely possible thet these fish are present. None were teken by the
survey party, hewever, and the habitat is apparently mch better suited
to the large~mouth. The census=takers were poséibly in error. Not all
census=tekers can distinguish between bluegills snd sunfish, so the
figures given for each cfthese mey be somewhat inaccurate, although both
were undoubtedly present in the catch,

Records for 1836 indicate that 3,476 legal-sized fishwere taken in
734 fisherman dayse The fish had an average length of almost 8 inches and
were teken at the rate of about one fish per hour. The average fishing day

was rather long (4.5 hours). Only 16 per cent of the anglers were entire-

ly unsuccessful in teking fish,






Table 1

General Data on Fishing on
Beker Leke, Barry County, Summer of 1936

Mumber of Anplers Taking [ MNumber of Humber of Tomber of Hours Per

Fisherman- Yo Fish = Legal-sized Hours Catch Per|{ Average Size | Fish Per Fishermane
Date days Toe % | Fish Fished Hour of Fish Fisherman-day day
June 25«30 113 24 21 728 539,40 1.4 8el 6e4 4,8
July 253 31 12 1050 1166,5 0.9 749 442 4,6
August 215 30 14 999 884,2 1.1 748 4,6 4,1
September 163 30 20 699 72045 1,0 X 4.6 447
Totals or
Averages 734 115 16 3476 331042 1,05 79 4,7 4,5

Teble 2
Species, Number and Average Size of Fish Teken in
Baker Lake, Barry County, Summer of 1936
Large= gnall-
mouthed mouthed Black Wermouth Northern
: Bass Bass® Bluegills Sunfish Perch Crappie Bullheads Bess Pike

Date No.| AveeSize| NoejAvesSize) Nos Ave.Size|Nos| AveeSize] NoelAveJize|Nos]Ave,5ize] Noe |AvesSize] Nos|AveosSize|Noe| Ave Size
June 25-30 38 13 .2 14 14.9 401 7.3 66 6.6 76 7.8 22 8.0 104 10.1 7 7.0 eee 'YX}
July 441 13.6 4| 12.8 787 Ted 68 6e5 66] 746 54| 8.8 49 945 41 7.0 4{ 17,0
August 18] 12,4 71 123 726] T.4 31 6,9 |110]| 8,1 99| 945 10| 1045 | eee| e ees )
September 9| 13,7 1} 12,0 562{ 745 14 7ol 93] 843 4! 8,5 14 947 2] 640 see ve0
Totals or
Averages {107} 13,2 26| 13,0 2446] 7.4 179 608 |345| 8.0 179 8.7 177] 1040 13] 64,7 4] 4,1

*
Possibly large-mouthed bass,



Table 3

Residernce of Fishermen,
Baker Lake, Barry County, Summer of 1936

PTLSIDTEHNTS
County June July Auzust September Total Toe
Barry 27 92 102 78 299
Lllegen 4 16 15 6 4]
Calhoun 2 3 15 2 22
lent 15353 94 44 55 248
Trmet 1l eee XX ceoen l
taton YY) 2 XX see 2
Ingham 6 15 2 3 26
Jeckson 2 4 .os see 6
Kalamazoo 4 5 1l 3 13
L'issaukee cee 2 con cee 2
I_”uskegcn see 1 es o XX 1
Ottawa 3 l see XX 4
S&ginaw co e YY) 1l 20 1
’."Iayne 3 1 3 XX 7
Unknown 4 8 3 1l 16
Total 111 244 136 148 689
ON=PESIDENTS

States June July Aupust September Total Ko,
OhiO 2 4 2 eee 8
Irldima ses 4 22 see 26
Illinois cee 1 5 5 11
Total 2 9 29 5 45

Qut of state = 45 or 67 of total number of fishermen.



Table 4

Genernl Date of Fishing in
Beker Leke, Barry County, Summer of 1937 (To July 15th)

Number of -
Humber of Fishermen Number of | Number of Mumber of | Number of Average Size Number of Hours
Fishermen- | Taking Yo Hours Legal Fish | Fish Per Fish Per Of All Fish Per Fishermen=
Date days Fish Fished Caught Fisherman Hour Caught (Inches) day
June 25-30 11 0 451,00 918 843 2,0 T3 4.1
July 1-18 180 38 694,50 809 4,5 1,2 76 3e9
Total or
Average 221 38 1145,50 1727 549 1,5 Te5 349
Table 5
Species, Number and Average Size of Fish Teken From
Baker Leke, Barry County, Summer of 1937 (To July 15th)
Species June July Total
Noe Average Size Noe Average Slze Noe Average Size
Large-mouthed Bass 27 12,00 20 12,9 47 1244
Smellenouthed Bass 4 11,5 5 12,3 9 11,9
Rluegills 731 7el 685 T o4 1416 Te2
Sunfish 63 645 31 642 94 6ol
Yellow Perch 83 7 9 39 Be3 122 860
Ca.lico Bass s00 'Y 15 7.9 15 7.9
Rock Bass veo oos 2 11,0 2 11,0
Bullheads 10 12,0 12 9,5 22 10,6
Total and Average Size 918 7e3 809 76 1727 7eb




