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2 RECOITAISSAICE OF

THE EAST BRANCY OF T BLACI RIVER

A letter from F. A, Westerman, in charge of the Fish Division,
instructed us to report on the above stream from the east and west quarter
line of Section 22, Te 32 ., Re 1 Eo to Section 23, Te 31 Ne, R 1 & as to:

(1) The value of the stream from a public fishing standpoint,

(2) The possibility of utilizing & portion of it as a possible test
stream o o o o« o

Ce Je DeBrown and I examined this stream on Nay 7 and 8, starting at
the bridge in Section 22 and driving upstréam toward the headwaters. As
the road parallels the river rather closely except along swanpy sections,
it wes possible to determire the general character of most of the streem
emd the extent of its use by fishermen, The lower end of Rattlesnake Creek

and of the next tributary of the Fast Eranch upstream from it, as well as

the river in Section 27 of 31 Y. and 1 E.,were reached on foot,

Conclusions

From observetions made by us and from study of data in our files (in-
cluding creel census records which have been summarized for this stream
from 1929 to 1935), it appears that the Bast Branch of the Blaclk River has
very considerable velue for public fishiige The beauty of the valley,

ready accessibility of the streem and numerous fine, natural cemp sites









Section 2

The enrrent is more rapid in this section, hauks ere higher erd con-
siderable elm and aspen is found along the streaw, The bottom is of sravel
with sendy stretches. TIry were very abundant. Three much=-used camp sites

were observed,

Section 11

The river flows throust srruce, tamarack and ceder swanp in this
sectione The current is rather slug;ish and there are many snags in the
strean, The bottom is dominently of sand. In s;pite of the swawpy charocter
of the stream, there was evidence of heavy use both by fishermen and deer
hunters, MNumerous old carr sites were seen ot cach of the sand-trail

approaches to the river,

Section 14

Swei.p becomes dominant along this pert of the river and no camp sites
were ovserved except at Eig Spring which is apparently a popular place,
The river is deep and somewhat sluggish with a bottom of sand and peat,
It appeered to be difficult or impossible to wade, but there was evidence

of considerable fishing from the banks, Good catches of large trout are

reported from this part of the stream,

Section 23

Spruce-cedar~tamarack swamp broadens out to include the East Branch
and Rattlesnake Creelr and eppears to extend upstream into sections 22,
27 énd 25, The abandoned railroad grade alongz the east side of the river
cen be navigated by car for about 1/2 mile. 0ld camps, presumably of deer
hunters, were numerous along this "road." The lower end of Rattlesnake
Creek elso flows through this sweaipe A fair sized beaver dam has flooded

out the alder swaimp located sbout 1/4 mile from its mouthe. This dam has

been cut through and has not been re-built, The accumulated muck is washing
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The abundance of fallen trees in this part of the Tast Rranch of the
Black seems to indicate that this part of the river has never been driven
in logring operations, While difficult to fish, it must be extremely ime

portant in naturally stocking the river below,

Creel Census Data

Conservation Officer Fagle took a number of creel census records on
the East Branch of the Black River during 1929 (the year in which the
largest number of records were teken). The surmary shows that anglers
interviewed fished a totel of 181 hours, took 287 legel trout and 200 under-
size at the rate of 1,5 legal fish per houre. The fish (all brook trout
except 7 which were rainbows) hed an everage size of 9 inches. The catch
for 1930 was much the same, but the catch per hour vas somewhat lower
(1.1 fish). Relatively few records were taken in succeeding years ine
cluding 1935 (the last year for which reports have been summarized), but
these few also indicate that trout fishing in the mast Eranch of the Black
is better than average both as to number of fish teken and average sizes
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