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BEXCRT O¥ BLUEGILLS IN LYERS LAKE,

GENESEE COUNTY

This report is snother in the series on "too many fishe" . It has
, South Twin Lake and Section

Pigeon River Stete Forest, perch were too abundant to

reach a "catchable" size; in Stendard Lake, ncar Vanderbilt, perch and

rock bess were stunted; in Clear Leke, near Glernie, bluegills and other

sunfish were decidedly stunted; in liiller Lske, Cass County, and

Minnewaukon Leke, St. Joserh County, bluegills were overabundant and

most of them were f

ailing to reach legal size. There are undoubtedly a

few hundred more lekes in the state where the fish are growing very slowe-

1y Ttecause of an oversbundance of them,

A letter from lr. Westermen on liey 6tk indicated that Mr. G. E. Stowell

Byron believed Livers Lake {Sec. 28 end 29, Te 5 We., Re 5 E., Argentine

Twpe., Genesee County) to be overpopulsted with bluegille,s On Kay 18th
[} Le & o

I're Hazzerd and the writer,

of the fish

with lr. Stowell's help, obtained specimens

from Lyers Leke (by seinirg) end = study of the rete of growth

has since been msdee

fave fair tut not rapid growth and exemination of the sceles

Txeminetion of a very few large-mcuthed bass suowed these fish %o

of a few

perch end bhlecl crappie irndiceted that both had relatively excellent zrowth,



Tre bluegills, thougn, vere doing very poorlye. Seven year old fish hed en
svercze length of slizhtly under six inches, Ir. Stowell indicstes that
ir the last few yesrs few legal-cired bluegills were taken while formerly

.

biuvegil

the lale wes a8 zood wepill lske

<

1
4.

2tocking records for

es follows

vers Lake for the last four year

<
o

are recorcded

Year Large-mouthed Bass Bluegills Perch

1934 800 (6 mo.) 1200 (5 mo.) 1000 (7 mo.)

1935 300 (4 ro.) 2000 (5 moe) 5000 (7 mo.)

1236 350 (4 mos) 1500 {4 me) o ¢ o o

1937 450 (3 mo.) 1560 (3 mce )™ 1,000 (7 mo.)
Listed as Yeyers (Argertine Twp.)=-probebly lyers

The bluegills plented were probably too few to appreciably influence

LI

the total populetion--if they were effective

have done more harm than zood for fish of the size

he stocking obviously must

planted were already

overabundant. It is obvicusly imposcible for a hatchery to have a check

n the growth of fish in all the weaters in the hatchery district and
numerfcus errcrs, sucl: as the stocking of bluegills iyers Lake, are
certain to cccurs

Ztocking with bazss end especially with perch might well be continued--

stocking with bluegills should obvicusly be discontinued. In addition,

& large percentage of the tluegill spavm’ng beds should be destroyed each
year for several yoars to reduce the number of bluegills zrecent and the
treeders (and any ctker bluegills obteinable) might well be seined and

rezoved, It 1s believed thet the tluegills
end nLeve rezsonabl:s repid growth after this netlod
seversl years,

will agein reach e Tair size

beecn employed for



B

Size and Age of Tish [rom lyers Lake,
Genesee County

e,

Tength
Species Number 2ge (Summers 01d) T TicTes
Lergerouthed Rass 1l 2 124 4,49
1 3 201 79
Eluegills 2 1l 4345 1.7
5 2 6540 2.6
2 3 7645 340
4 4 101,75 440
10 5 123,43 Sel
11 6 141,54 546
4 7 148,475 549
Ferch 1 3 190 .O 7 .5
1 4 203,0 860
Black Crappie 5 ) 15044 6 o3
2 4 156,45 TeT
1 5 . 22140 8a7
l 7 236,40 9.3
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