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2EPCRT NO. 756

OBSERVATIONS LIADT O SPAWNINCG CONDITIONS FOR NORTHERN PIKE AT
HOUGHTOW LA¥E, MARCH 25 TO APRIL 1, 1942
by

We f» Carbine

The water level at doughton Lake is much higher then average this
irear. Damage to the shores coused by the ice push was nmuch worse than
in a good many years. liany marshes adjacent tc the lake were flooded
tnis year and stand a much betier chance of remaining flooded than in
severel years past. In 1941 the water was hizh both in the lake and in
the marshes, but not as high as in 1942. Again, in 1941, the water in
the marshes, and the lake level dropped rather suddenly, probably before
the northern pike eggs hatched. This year there ic more snow and
vater and therefore a better charce that the water level will remain
higher for e longer period than in 1941. If so, and if there are
sufficient plke present in the lake to spawn, the production and
survival of young pike should be much greater than durinz the past four
or five years.

It is during periods of low lake level that northern pike spewning
areas are at ¢ premium., In 190 we made & survey of possible pike
spawning areas, some of which are used every year and others only during

times of hizh water. This year dozens of places are available for

spawning because of the unusually high water level,



On the night of March 27, Ike Jones, President of the Houghton Leke
Chauaber of Commerce, paid us a visit at Peterson's. I have never yet
seen a man holding such & hizh position as iUr. Jones who could act so

mean and downright nasty. Mre. Jones has hiz own ideas regarding the run

of northern pike and improving the conditions for northern pike in

.

Houghton Lake. Mr. Jones listened to what we had to say about northern
pike but emphatically stated that he did not care vhat we had found, he
still did not believe it. This condition is prevalent among many of

the so-called sportsmen andé resort operators st Houghton lake, They all
have their own ideas and do a < rest deal of <alking about whet should be

s all

el

done, but their words are louder thern their actions. This
prcbably due to the fact that they are looking out for themselves and
are not genuinely interested in helping the lake for fear that one of
their competitors would reap more benefit than themselves. These people
believe that every pike in the Muskegon River (in its entire length)
belongs in or came originally from Houghton Leke., It was pointed out
to Mr. Jones (and other Houghton Lake residents) that the lMuskegon
River is capable cf supporting a falrly large pike populaticn. liost
everyone will agree to this but claim thet if these pike were not caught
in the river they would certainly come into Houghton ILake. We told
Lir. Jones the results that were obteined from the operation of the
iuskegon River weir in 1939 and 1$L0, snd the results of the tagging
operations to date.

e advised Lir. Jones agzinst dipping the fish over the Reedsburg Dem
tris year. The main reason given wes that the job may run into more
vork and expenss than the pike thus transferred would te worth. Also

n

that if a large number were transfsrred it would probatly grestly

o €L I,

¢ininish the normel river populatinn ~7 nort: orr uikc. We tolc ifr. Jones
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thet 1f the vahamber of Commerce and =nortsmen wanted to do something

¥

to imnrove northern pike fishing at Houghton lLake, they could do arny
one or all cf the Tfollowing:

l. The culverts leading from Diteh No. I to V (see Institute for
Fisheries Research Report No. 583) at Peterscn's should be screened
during the upstream run of adult pike, and completely bloczed as scon
as the water in Diteh I starts to flow into Ditch V. In the pest most
of the young pike that hatch in Peterson's ditches have protably zone
dovnsiream into the river. In commection with this blocking of the
culverts to hold the wmter back, it was pointed out that a certain few
pecple (all real estate promoters) object to this procedure. The reasons
for this are that with the high water in the ditches, their lots are
nearly under weter and therefore harder to sell, and that they think
that the hordes of nmosquitoes are hatched in the ditches. From my
observations end those of other reliable people, no mosquitoes live in
the ditches but are to be found in the marshes and woods some little
distance from the ditches. In other words, the peorle do not need to
choose between mosquitoes and pike. If the ditches are drained early
they will still have mosquitoes, (but nct as many as there would be if
the ditches were full of water), but no pike.

2. There is a five-ocre plece of marsh land adjoining the lake
skore, near the luskegon River, that would make an ideel natursl rearing
poude. This perticular area receives the drainage vater from about 10 or
2C acres of wood: andéd marsh lsnd. ¥vhen r. Clef Ifichelscen had a canel

luz on his property touchirz on the river, e dyke was built that actually

makes & shallew pond of this marsh ares 4o the south., A small hole has

beern cut in the dyke to allmv the vmter to escape into the cansl. The



sportsmen could build a small dam in this outlet in the dyke to be used
etter trhe pike have entered end before the vwater goes down, because the
level of this marsh will *@we ©o be maintained until the eggs hatch. In
case pike do not normelly enter this aree now (ilr. Irank will make
observetions this spring) it may be possible for the sportsmen to obtein
come adults in the Dentor Creel or at Peterson's to place in this particular
zrea. vater could also be diverted into this area from the road dreinage
diteches.

3« With the expenditur: 27 a little more work and money, s natural
spavming area could bg developed in the Hartwlck marsh about 2 mile and
a quarter north of Peterson's. <This marsh ares is low and conteins
some water the year saround.

L. Burnt Foint could be developed into a natural spawning ares,
but would require a little more laber and probasbly would cost more than
the others listed above. wome {11l dirt feor dykes would be necessary
“ere. Put the sportsmen should be able to find scme public-spirited
zoul who would donmate the services of a truck for a dey or two and the
isbor could be provided by the sporitsmen.

5. The Chamber of Commerce could, with approval of the conservetion
oi'ficer, patrol various ditches and mersh areas to prevent poaching.

If the sportsmen were sufficiently interested in improving fishing
at “oughton Leke, they would prohebly take it upon themselves to attempt
some of the projects listed abtove. <‘he vhole thing would cost very
little money =znd could be conducted as a club project or hobtby. I em
certain that the results would justify their effort.

The writer has always been in favor cf allowinz the removal of
suckers anc redhorse from the strewis at Iioughton lake during their

spring migration. At Denton Creek, however, we are confronted vith
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several provclems. One is that a lir. IicKee who owns the property at the
mouth of Denton Creek places his nets in the water in such a feshion
(staggering his nets) that the strearm is almost, if not entirely, blocked
to upstreanm migration of fishe It is possible, although it probsbly does
not happen, that lir. licKee could obtain the entire run of suckers. Some
(the percentage is not known)Ashould be allowed to spawne. It is also
known that Mr. licKee does appropriate a few northern pike during the
spring run for his own use. (I was told that Mr. McKee was selling
northern pike this spring. I notified the conservation officer and
Roscommon Headquarters of this. The source of the informetion--e state
trooper.) Obviously something should be done about this. Probably a
law should be passed limiting the mumber of nets that can be used by
any one person and probably setting a certain definite distance that
nets can be spaced.

It should also be called to the attention of the conservation
officer at Houghton Leke and District Headquarters at Roscommon that
the dip nets that are used by Mr. ¥NcKee are illegal. His nets are
constructed of wire poultry netting. According to Section d, page 35,
of the fishing laws (revision of 1941): ™Dip nets......Provided, That
for the purpose of this act a dip net is defined as a square net which

shall be constructed from a piece of webbing of relatively heavy twine..."
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