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L. B. Perry

On September 10, 1912, a party of the Institute for Fisheries
Research, comprising R. Van Deusen, P. Galvin, S. Lievense, and L. Z. Perry,
visited Crystal Lake, iloantcalm County, pursuant to correspondence from
the Crystal Lake Cotbage Owners' Association concerning the recommended
(Report Ho. 760) cessation of stocking of all fish in the lake,

Lrs. Ada la Du, Secretary of the Crystal lLake Cothbage Ovmers'
Association, and lire. Zarl Hammontree, Secretary of the Rod and Hun Club,
wiere contacted. Other officers and members of the local organizations
were not available because of the late date of the season. An attempt
was made to explain to these veople some of the principles and reasons
for making the management recommendations ;iven in Report Ifo. 768 on
this lale and also to sive them an opnorounity to better present their
arzunent for continued stocking of the lake.

The main voints in their argument were that fishing improved vhen
stocking vies first begun years ago and if discontinued now, fishing

7ould certainly cecline; there are believed to be too many garpike in

the lake; anc because of the many larze bluegills that are caught,

the bluegill growth does not appear to be stunted. They agree that there
are many youag fish around the shores, especially bluegills, and that
fishing has been zood this year, 19L2. iir. Claude Lydell, District
Supervisor of Iisheries Operations, has made some analyses of the fisheries
report on this lake before nmembers of the Rod and Gun Club. It was
suggested that a member of the Institute staff mizht be available to meet
with an organized group of the club sometime in the rfuture.

A brief investigation of the number of young fish hatched this year
vas made by seining at severazl locations around the lake and in various
types of habitats. A 25-foot bag seine was used in all operations. On
the south side of the lake the seininr vas done over a bottom of Ifibrous



e

of bulrushes and beds of muskzrass, dushy poandweed and

[

s
s. Counts of :»ung-of-the-year game fish from four seine
S

follows:
Pike 1 cew cee e
Bluezills 102 13 5 8Ly
Largemouth bass 6 1L L 8
Rock bhass 18 L .o oo
rumdkinseeds Adults oo .o 1
Lonz-eared sunfish 12 n .o Adults
Perch .o v cor 5

Slack-nosed minnows, plunt-nosea minnows, menona killifish, tadnole
nadtoms znd adult gane fish were wlso found.

Since no stockin= has been made this season the results of these
collections are evidence that these species spavm in the lake. Obviously
blueizills are the most abundant and largemouth bass are plentiful., Perch
had wnrobably noved out from the seining areas, but their presence vas
incicated in one seine haul.

From this investigation it appears that natural reproduction is
considerable in Crystal lake and certainly sufficient to keep the lake
stocked to its carrying capacity. This conforms with the findings of
the previous survey. It was suggested to llr. Hammontree that if they
desired, the Institute might suppnly the local club with scale envelopss and
directisns for taking scale samples from bluegills and largemouth bass.
This would supplement the information obtained by the survey in 1941 and
show any change in growth rate. An alternative and probably more satis-
factory method would be for the Institute to make another checlk on the
progress next year and take scale samples at that time if necessary.

iIr., Hammontree gave assurance that the Rod and Gun Club would uphold
any policy the Department of Conservation desires in managing this lake
because of satisfactory relations in the past.
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