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by 

Lo01is A. Erun.holz <J.l1d W. :i'. Carbi~e 

In an effort to obts.i:::i. more definite infor1J.ation as a 

basis for future r:1.anagement policies for tl-1 e connecting waters 

tetweer:. Lake ::uron ar..d Lake Erie, 9. coope 0·ati ve creel census we.s 

or;anized in I.:ay, 1942,W Operators of boat liveries be"b•reen Port 

::".:ur::m. ayid Y,yandotte were interviEi':ed and requested to cooperate 

data. S,,; .._,,,ole hle~1 -~ ,,::;,; - 7 ) "''" ~e 
'-•-- '-•O~ ...., ·--~i::I \ .• ·-o • - •• -...,,.1.. 

operr+;0rs i::,structed -to enter the date, i:.,J.mber cf fishermen, 

time sper.t fishing, kind, nuJnber e.nd average size cf all fish 

caught, kind cf bait use:;., and t::.e rsside::1ce of all anglers 

using their boats. Of the 84 live!"~' ::-,en ,!ho were interviewed, 

5 expressed unvdllingnes s t'.) cooperate and 2 flatly refused to 

have anything to do -;fi th s 1J.c:1 -:rnrk. The liveries vrn:::-e visited 

a~ai:'.l on July 6 and 7 o:r t1'.e ,vriters. 0-.c. this trip 77 livery:::en 
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•::ere intervievved a::id 7 were reco:-ded as 0 1J_t of business. Or._l~r 

17 of the operators, who had been previousl;-{ intervie-wed, shovred 

c;ood coo:;;;ere.tio::i so far during the season, based on the number 

of reports filled out. There is reason to believe that 8 of these 

:nen hirc1ed in com:;;;lete 2·eport: o~ tr~e £'is,1in;; done fro:c,_ their 

coats. 

At the close of the season (Septe~ber 20 on the St. Clair 

and Detroit Rivers due to U.S. Coast Guard regulations, and 

l:ovember 1, arbitrarily chosen for the St. Clair Flats and Lake 

St. Clair) there ·were 8 liveries that were fully cooperative, 

9 which gave good cooperatio:1-., 22 ·which s!'.ovred poor cooperation 

anc. the rest gave no cooperation at all or had gone out of 

business. 

The creel census data collected by the boat liverymen 

was checked against and augmented by t1:le general creel census 

data taken by the Conservation Officers i::i the course of their 

re6ular duties. In addition, the writers vrnrked with the 

Conservation Officers for one or tvio days at regular intervals 

of l,J days. These visits were rots.ted 1::strrnen tr_e St. Clair 

F:.iver, t~e St. Clair Flats, La!-::e St. Clair and t'h.e Detroit 

River. On each trip intensive creel cc'.'lsus data were secured 

fros all or neerl2° all ar..gl,srs on the part c£' the connec~i:1.g 

waters -_.::.!lder observe.tj_on. Tha:-:-J<::s are due to District S1xpervisor 

3. E. Tucker and Officers li. E. Pr&dmore, Jack Bmvm.an, Earl }off, 

Fred A. Eckhout, Isaac Peabody, Howard Jor.::.'lson and S'.eorge 

Tl1or.ipson of tr..e Division of ::Cield Ad:'ninj_st::-atio::-i for their 

excellent ccioperation. 
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The livery operators who gave full cooperation were: 

Jess ::!all 

George Rose 

Adam Otrorapke 

I.frs. Lemire 

4018 ::S.litary Road, Port Huron 

2611 River Road, St. Clair 

6551 St. Clair River Drive, ~f:a.rine City 

6169 South River Drive, Pearl Beach 

A.~chorville Boat Livery ll.C. Joswick 9691 Dixie Hy., Anchorville 

Chester Bowers 10329 Bowers Court, AnchorvUle 

Harry's Boat Livery State :S:ighway 29 at River Vans 

Thomas Barney 6881 South River Road, I'lt. Clemens. 

The livery operators who gave good cooperation were: 

Brass Button Boat Livery N. River Road, St. Clair 

George Douglas 2008 St. Clair River Drive, Algonac 

Hank Walters Guide at Decker's Landing, Algonac 

Klein's Boat Livery 8350 Dixie Highway, Fair Haven 

Abe Goulette Boat Livery New Baltimore 

Lakeside Boathouse 

Klenk Boat Livery 

Albert S. Palmer 

Spade's Boat Livery 

JJ~ R.F.D. =n-v, Mt. Clemens 

l1p74 Klenk Ave., Detroit 

~37 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 

4633 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 

To these livery operators grateful acknowledgement is given 

for their assistance in collecting data. Several boat liveries 

in addition to these expressed their willingness to cooperate, 

but ·were unable to do so because of a critical shorte.6e of help. 

In t 11is report, the connecting wate:cs betv,reen Lake .:--:1;.ron 

and Late Erie have been arbitrarily divided into four parts: 

1) The St. 8lair River: The waters betv,een the Bluewater 

Bridge at Port Huron and the north end of Russell Island near 
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Alsonac; 2) The St. Clair River ?lats: The waters of the North., 

Middle and South Channels and con..~ecting channels and includes 

the waters of Big l.:usca:rr.oot, Little Eusca...T!loot, Goose, Fisher and 

Pollett Bays; 3) Lake St. Clair: Those waters between the various 

outlets of the St.. Clair River and the north end of Pecke Island; 

4) The Detroit River: i'he water from the north end of Pecke 

Island to the foot of 03.k Street in Wyandotte. 

These four divisions furnish a variety of different kinds 

of fishing. In the St. Cle.ir River most of the fishing is done 

by special trolling methods for walleyed pike and very few fish 

of other species are taken. The St. Clair River Flats affords a 

greater variety of fishing than does the St. Clair Ri-ver but not 

as great a variety as that of Lake St, Clair. Relatively few 

walleyes are taken in the Flats and pJrch., smallmouth black bass, 

northern pike and muskellunge make up the majority of the catch. 

In Lake St. Clair the perch is by far the most abundant fish in 

the anglers' creel although there is excellent smallmouth bass 

fishing, and this area is considered one of the finest muskellunge 

grounds in the United States. The Detroit River affords good 

fishing for smallmouth bass, and in addition the anglers take 

many walleyed pike and some se.u:;ers and sheepshead. 

Number of Records 

During the period of operation of the intensified creel 

census on the connecting waters between Lake Huron and Lake 

Erie (}:ay 17 - rJovember 1, 1942) data was secured on the fishing 

of 12,844 anglers who fished 74,576.00 hours and caught 50,879 
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TABLE I 
f-1• 
1/J 
!:J' 

Combined Creel Census Data Taken By Boat Livery Operators, 
s:o 
c+ 

Conservation Officers and Members of the Institute Staff, s:o 
For the Con..YJ.ecting Waters Between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, '1 

May 17 - November 1, 1942, s:o 
c+ 
(1) 

0 
Total Hours Hours Per Pounds Pounds H.> 

Number of Number Spent Fisherman Total Legal Catch Legal Fish Per Anglers 0 
• Area Anglers of Boats Fishing Day Fish Ta...."k:en Per Hour Taken Hour Par 'Soa.t °' CP. 

St. Clair River 3,577 1,622 24,07!-1- 0 75 6.73 8,648 0.36 12,611 0.52 2.2 l1. 
1/J 
:::t 

St. Clair Flats 1,707 6LtO 7,2139.00 L~. 27 3,657 o.r;o 1,781 0. 21.i. 2.7 'd 
(1) 
'1 I 

6. 1u~ 2,931-i. 39,298.50 5.83 36,838 0.94 7,9li.9 0.20 2.3 
'CJ) 

Lake St. Clair p" I 
0 
i::: 

816 415 3,913.75 4.80 1,736 o.L~~ 1, 8~Li. o.L:7 2.0 
'1 

Detroit River ,....... 
f-3 

~ 
I-' 
Cl) 

Total or Average 12, 8!14 5,6ll 74,576.00 5.81 50,879 o.68 24,185 0.32 2.3 H ....., . 



'fABLE II 

Creel Census Data Te.ken By Boa.t Livery Operators For The Connecting 
Waters Between Lake Buron and Lake Erie, May 17 - November 1, 1943 

Total Hours Hours Per Pounds Pounds ___ 
tT 0 

Number of Number Spent Fisher:rnan Total Legal Catoh Legal Fish Per Anglers HJ 0 ·~ ID 
Area Anglers of Boats Fishing ~~- Fish Taken Per Hour Taken Hour Per Boat I-'• c+ 

·2,802 1,282 21,·1s',f.oo 7,642 0.36 11,457 0.54 
0 

st. Clair River 2.2 (1) I-' 0 
'1 I-'• I-\) 
{I) <1 

481 218 1,458 0.42 
CD ct-

st. Cl'l:i.r Flats 3,505.50 7.29 ~20 0.29 2.2 p, '1 ;:, 
:j ..... CD 
p, (1) CJl 

5,710 2,519 34,191.00 5.99 33,125 6,184 0.18 
{ll (D 

Lake st. Clair 0.97 2.3 ;cl 
(1) ,,-... 'i s, 1-3 (1) 

0.46 0.56 
ID () 

Detroit River li-37 251 2,818.50 6.45 1,312 l..W79 1.7 (D o' 0 
'i I-' ~l 
CJl CD p, 

C/l 
0 H .. ·~ H .._,. '-0 
c+ .. 

Total or Avc1~,:,.c;e 9,Lao ), , 270 61,688.00 6.51.i L:J, 537 0.71 20,240 0-33 2.2 ~T ID d::-
(D l.::! w 

p, 0 
--· -·--~ .. --- t;1 w q 

C/l .. <D I 
cl· f 'i ....::, 
I-'• <1) I 

TABLE III c+ 
..: l•'l 
ct- '1 ID 
CD (1) ct-

0reel Census Data Taken By Conservation Officers and Members of the Institute Ste.ff Q ~r 
[I) 0 (1) 

For the Connecting Waters Between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, May 17-Novemberl, 1943 c+ '1 '1 
ID p, co 
I-\) C/l p. 
I-\) 

:ii Total Hours Hours Per Pounds Pounds ,,-... o' 
I-] (1) ''<! 

Number of Number Spent Fisherman Total Legal Catch Legal Fish Per Anglers ID 'i 
o' CD c+ 

Area An·lers of Boats Fishin Day Fish Taken Per Hour Taken Hour Per Boat I-' p' 
Cl) ct- CD 

St. Clair River 77:; 3 0 2,921.7 3.77 1,006 0.34 1,154 0.39 2.3 i:c, 
H 1" 0 
1-1 (I) 'c! 
H 1:1 Cl) 

St. Clair I'la.ts 1,226 422 3,783.50 3.09 2,199 0.58 761 0.20 2.9 
.._,. 'i . CT ID 

'<! c+ 
0 

Lake St. Clair 1,0JJ+ l.i.15 5,107.50 4.94 3,713 0.73 1,765 0.35 2.5 0 '1 
0 Cll 
I:! 
C/l 0 

Detroit River 379 161.i. 1,095.25 2.89 l-124 0.39 265 0.24 2.3 (I) I-\) 
~ 

~ 
c+ ,.,. 
0 
I:! 

Total or Averaf;e 3,414 1,341 12J908.oo 3 •. 78 7,342 0.56 3,945 0.31 2 • .5 
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T:!':e sample of creel censt'.S records taker "..':'.1 trips by t::e 

Cor..serw:::i_on.. 0f:2.cers s:c:.·~- staff rr,_e:::bers probably we,s ,,ot as ::-epre-

sentati Ye cf t':,e fis'r.i.:'.1.'.:; as t:,,.s.t collected b;-/ th, c: "?+; livery 

operators. During the period of the census, 12 trips were made 

by staff ,1embers who worked with the officers. This does not 

:mean that each division of the coll'.ecting we.ters was visited 12 

times during the census but rather that 12 trips were made from 

Ann Arbor. The area under census is so large (100 niles of 

shoreline between Port Huron and 1iyandotte) that it was i:-n­

possible to cover it all in one or two days. On some trips 

two of the divisions we~e visited. The number of trips to 

each division were: St. Clair River - 7; St. Clair Flats - 10; 

Lake St. Clair - 10; Detroit River - 6. More co,nplete coverage 

of t'.-ie area was attained. on holiday week-ends and the opening; 

week-end of the seaso~ for bass a:'.1d bluegills "::\y using t-vrn 

parties of officers and staff meniters. In spite of some differ­

ences, the ~ata of both censused have been utilized to estimate 

tte ~otal yield. 

J.esi·1 3nce of Fishermen 

It is significant tl:at 11,163 (86.9 per cent) of the 

12,81J+ fisherr:".en inte:-viev,ed during the census were residents 

of Wayne County w::ich ~s made u::_:, largely of Detroit and its 

environs. The ot!;er two counties which border on the connecting 

wate!"s, viz. ~acomb and St. Clair c::n:.tri'tuted 867 (6 .. B per cent) 

a!ld 6.)8 (,5.1 per cent) fi::}:-_er:rr::.en respectively. Table DJ shows 

t':le residence (by nu.1:1.'cer e.nd :2ercenta.ge) of all anglers irrter,ie--:,ed 

for the four divisions of t~e ~~ters under consideration. This 
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and Erie. It is likely that only a fe,;,; o-c,t-of-state a~glers 

fished these we.ters because the u. S. Coast Guard regulations 

required t:he presentati'.m of a birth certificate tefore a fish-

ing permit could. be issued. The -vrri ters are aware of severe.I 

instances in which pe.rties car'lo from out-of-stste only to find 

that they could not fish because they had no Coast Guard permi+ .. 

Quality of Fishing in the Different Parts of~ Connecting; :iaters 

There is considerable variation in the kind of fishing and 

the kinds of fish taken in each of the four divisions of the 

connecting ·waters between Lake Euron and Lake Erie. The catch 

in numbers and pounds of: f':1 sl~ per- l-:our is :?;i ven for the in-

di,ridual waters in Tables I, II and III. 

In the St. Clair River, where the walleyed pike nade up 

98.9 per cent of the total nurri.ber of fish te.ken» the catch per 

ho·):- we.s 0.37 fish (Tacle I). An intensive census on Lake Gogebic,'t,-' 

in Michigan's Upper Peninsula., sho;_·rec. thet the 1'11-ralleye II made 

up 80.1 per cent of all fish recorded in 1940 and the catch per 

hour was 0.36 fish. In 19~1, walleyes constituted 89.3 per cent 

of the fish recorded e.nd +;~~e cater.:. v:as 0.-32 fish per hour. 

Lal:e Gogebic he.s a. very :::ood repute.tio;:i_ for vralleie fishing. 

Y/ A S1.Ei2-;J.8.C/ of" an Ir.tensive Creel CBnsvs on La~:e Go3:etic, Onton?f'.:O!l 

2.~·-C. ... 81.J , '' 10o I l r_, .. ,7 
-· ---y L V 
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~rom these iata 5t is e7i~e~t t~at the rss~lts of fishing for 

, .. e lleyed pil-:e are much the sa'c.e in t:1.e St. Clair ~i ver a-ri.d Lal'.:e 

Gogebic. 

The majority of fishernen or: t:-_c St. Clair River troll 

for the walleyed pike. A l•-:,ng oopper wire on a large spool 

(usually operated as an aut::;matic reel powered b;y a Victrola 

si:ring) is used and the mc.,t ccrr.rnon lure was a "MC Sinty" with 

worms or minnows attached. The !;IC Ginty is a modified pencil­

type plug. The fisbins is e.lvrays done with the boat, powered 

by an outboard or in some cases an inboard rr..otor, moving slowly 

L_upstream. After a run upstrea..~ the boat is usually run back 

downstream rather rapidly, the lines being taken in, a.nd then 

the lines let out and the upstream or fishing r·1n is begun 

again. Sor:1etimes the ar1glers 1Jiould fish 2.11 night or fa.ctory 

vrorke,..s -vrould spend eicht or ten hours, during their time off, 

on the river as a means of relaxation from the strain of the 

day's work. This is noticeable in the a.•rerage time S1Jent 

fishihg (6.73 hours) by each par:ty interviewed, as compared 

with an average of 3.5 hours recorded in a~ i=tensive census 

of 8 lakes in southern I.iichigan.'t/ 

The fishing on Lake St. Clair is markedly different 

from that of the St. Clair River. In the 19.ke perch made up 

89.l per cent of the recorded catch, followed by rock bass 

(5.1 per cent) and smallmouth black bass (2.8 per cent). 

W .A:r>.. &.':.e.lysis of the Annual Fish Catch on Several Southern 

I,:ic1:ligan Lakes Wi:c.ter '.)f 1938-1939 and Si~,er of 1 139 

Ins ti -':ute Report ~fo. 5E8 cy O. E:. Clark 
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.'i.~l other f"is!:":. r:ac.e :.::: tr:e rerr_aining 3 :;;:er cent. The catch pe:' 

''lC'Jr for all fish recordE:d fro::n. Lake St. Clair was 0.91..;_ fish 

(Tables I, II and EI). This catch per hour closel:_r iq;:~roxir.1ates 

tl':at of the state as a whole for 19Li.1 (1.0 fish per hour\10. There 

is no other wa+;c:' in the state, on w:~,ich e.n intensified census 

has been undertaken, vrhich is directly comparable to Lake St. Clair. 

Froba'clly the most nearly co:rr'._)arable are the waters cf' the 

Potagannissing Bay region on W!'lich an intsnsif'ied ;eneral census 

has been in operation since 1937 -~ On these waters perch made 

up 62.0 per cent of the total catch followed by northern pike 

(21.6 per cent), smallmouth black bass (8.8 per cent) and rock 

bass (7.6 per cent). The average.catch per hour for the 5-year 

period was 1.57 fish. 

l~ost of the fishing done in Lake St. Clair is still-fishing 

with mir~11.ows or worr:i.s. Lar:;e nu...mbers of perch and bass are taken 

in this manner. There is also some trolHng done for bass. 

Althoush Lake St. Clair is considered to be one of the finest 

grounds in the countrJr for musl'.:ellunge fishing, these fish do not 

compete numerically with t:-ie smaller fishes in the tote.l catch. 

Fishing for muskellunge is a time-consu.rning procedure. Oftentimes, 

an angler vvill fish for many hours without a 11strike 11 a"ld catches 

'f ~eport on the General Creel Census for 1941. Institute Report 

J:To. 795 by Louis A. KrU!llholz 

~Report on the Creel Census in the Co!L"/'J.ecting -waters Between 

Lake Superior and Lake =-i:uro:o and Some Adjoining we.ters in Lake 

Euron, 1937-1941. Institute Report No. 743 by E. W. Roelof3. 
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of more than t-wo muskellunge in a....-.1 entire day are rare. Most 

of the muskellunge fishicig is done by trollir:g 7vi th e. larse 

spoon or other lure. At times these fish are ca1rnn while casting. 

The fishing in the St. C:lair River Fle.ts might be con­

sidered as transitional be-b-.ren that of the St. Clair River and 

Lake St. Clair and the catch per hour should be somewhere be­

tween that of the river and lake. However, observations during 

the sv11lJ!l.er of 1942 indicated that the fishing was more nearly 

like that of the St. Clair River. There is more moving water 

similar to that of the St. Clair River in the lforth, ?1iddle 

and South Channels anc1 the many connecting passes e.nd cuts be­

tween these channels and the fishing for walleyes is considerably 

better than in Lake St. Clair. At the upper ends of these main 

chan..'1.els the type of fishing is sj_milar to that of the St. Clair 

River. Most of the i'ishing in the lower part of the "Flats" 

is still-fishing although there is some trolling for muskellunge 

and northern pike. The catch per hour for the St. Clair Flats 

was 0.50 fish. 

The fishing in the Detroit :liver is in some ways comparable 

to that of the St. Clair River. However, the current is much 

slower in the Detroit River and there is considerably :more fishing 

from docks. The catch per hour in the Detroit River was o.1.v.,_ 

fish per hour, fairly com~arable to that of the St. Clair River. 

It is strange t"La.t no s:nallmouth clack bass were reported in the 

records taken c:' the bCJa-':: livery operators along the Detroit 

River. T~e Conservation Officers ar.,'. writers n,corded this 
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s:;iecies a:'.l.d the local officers stated t,1at at times the fishing 

for 11 s:m.all:rn.outh" v,a.s very prod--1.eti ve. 

The reason v:hy the catch per ho1-1.r in Lal:e St. Clair is 

higher'than any of the other divisions is probably that still­

fishing with worms or minnows is predominant and this type of 

fishing is usually very productive in numbers of fish caught. 

This evidently holds true for the other three divisions: the 

St. Clair Flats, the Detroit River and the St. Clair River 

respectively where there is progressively less still-fishing 

::cs:;r:a. Conversely, still--fishing may not be so productive as 

specialized trolling if pounds of fish per hour is used as the 

basis as is sho,un by the fact that anglers in the St. Clair 

River caught 0.52 pounds of fish per hour as compared with the 

0.20 pounds per hour taken from Lake St. Clair. 

Composition Of The Total Cs.tch 

':'.:'he percenta6e composition of the total catch by number 

and weight for each species of fish is given in Table V. The 

weights of the different fishes 1:-iave been estimated from the 

total leni::th s. Each division he.s been considered separately 

and the percentage of each species has been determined for the 

entire area. All creel census data were combined to obtain 

the figures. 

In the St. Clair River, 8,555 walleyes made up 98.9 per 

cent of the total number of fish recorded and these constituted 

99.9 per cent of the total weight. Only 93 fish of all other 

species which weighed 51.7 pounds were recorded. 
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In Lake St. Clair, 31,948 perch made up 86.7 per cent 

of the total number of fish caught but these constituted only 

57.0 per cent of the total wei§::ht. Perch, together with rock 

bass and s:!lallmouth black bass .mac.e up 96.5 per ce:r..t of the 

total nu.~ber of fish recorded and 81.3 per cent of the total 

weight. Al though walleyes• northern pike and muskellunge 

each contrisuted less thar!. 1 Per cent to the total number of 

fish recorded they reade up 13.2 per cent of the total wei3ht. 

Perch were most abundant in the recorded catch in the St. 

Clair Flats and were followed in order by sr:i.allmouth black bass, 

rock bass and walleyes. These four species made up 96.3 per 

cent of the total number of fish recorded but only made up 69.0 

per cent of the total weight. It should be pointed out that 

although perch, smallmouth bass and walleyes each me.de up about 

21 per cent,of the total weight they constituted 66.4 per cent, 

10.8 per cent and 7.7 per cent respectively of the total number 

of fish recorded. Also the "musky" and northern pike each 

made up about 14.5 per cent of the total weight, they contributed 

only 2.9 per cent and 10.l per cent respectively of the total 

number. The composition of the total catch in the St. Clair 

Flats illustrates that the fis?:.ing there is transitional be­

tween that of t:--10 St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair. 

In the Detroit ~iver the number of fish recorded was more 

or less evenly divided between walleyes and perch (L;li..6 per 

cent ::i.:,-,d 34. 7 per cent respectively)• Conversely the walleyes 

wei1::red rr:ore than twice the total weight of the perch. Sheeps­

head, seu ;ers and. suckers made up relativel~, greater percenta;;,:_,s 



-15-

of the total number and weight of fish recorded than in any of the 

other divisions. 

For the entire area, yellow perch made up 68.8 per cent of the 

::::wri!::er of fish recorded and was followed in order by walleyes 

(19.4 per cent)• rock bass (5.9 per cent) arid s:n.s.llmouth bass 

(2.9 per cent). However, walleyes constituted 59.1 per cent of 

the total weight of fish reported an.c was followed in order by 

perch (22.2 per cent) smallmouth bass (5.7 per cert) and rock bass 

(4.5 per cent). Northern pike and muskellunge together !!lade up 

less than 1 per cent of the number of fish recorded but made up 

2.6 per cent and 2. 7 per cent of the total weight respectively. 

Individual divisions made up the following percentages of 

numbers and weights of all kinds of fish recorded: 

Nu .. -.,,,ber Percentage Weight of Percentage 
of Fish of Total Fish in Pounds of Total 

St. Clair River 8,648 17.0 12.,611.4 52.1 
st. Clair Flats 3,657 7.2 1, 781.,4 7.4 
Lek e st. Clair 36,838 72.4 7,948.9 32.9 
Detroit River 1,736 3.4 1,8L4.2 7.6 

Estimate of Total Yield 

The data collected b;r the boat livery operators (Table II) 

has been used as the basis for making ar:i 3stimate of the total 

nu!nber of anglers., total hours fished, total nu.~bers of fish 

taken and the total pounds of fish tal:e~. The data gathered by 

the Conservation Officers and staff members has not been used as 

such due to t:i-ie du".:1 ;_cation of data but has been used to ascertain 

the ratio of livery boats to privately-owned boats for the various 
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T~~e ~oted to assure a ~ □ ad estimate. Ta~le YI givss t~e data 

as t"r,e :11-unber of livery coats Y,1-:ich were owc1ed by t:'1e li ve;ry 

operators in each of the f01 .. ~r divisions. :'J:-_ese boat liveries 

have been classed in three groups: f·,J.2-ly cooperative (100;~), 

partly cooperative (25;s) and rcot cooperative. Observations in 

the field have been used as a ~2sis for assigning these different 

degrees of cooperation to the boat liveries. The factors were 

arrived at by considering the percentage cooperation as a fraction 

of 100. 

Table VII gives the de.ta en the ratio of livery boats to 

private boats interviewed by the officers s.nd ·writers. The 

factors Yte~e obtained. e.s in Table VI. 

Table VIII indicates the total nU211ber of anglers, total 

hours s::,ent fic·bing, total number of fish recorded and t')-tel 

weight of fish reco:·ded. The figures fer e0.ch of the di visions 

in Ta":Jle II ·were multi plied correspondin; factor in Table FT '.!. 

an::: this product :multiplied t,1e corresponding factor in Table VII. 

The total figures for t:--,.e e1.1tire area were obts.ined ty ac.di tion 

ar.d not by th':l '.'se of the factors for the totals. 

Theee figures in Table VIII are known to be conservative 

because there is l:l.'-tle or no acc-:mr:t ts.ken 'Jf the great ' nu1112 er s 

of dock and t.e_::Jk fishermen who utilize the E1_any bree.k:wate:rs, piers 

and d:cedra ~uts e.lon,:::; the ,_,,ate~·:f'ro!lt for £'ishic1.g: purposes. 
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As t~e data in Table VIII indicate, there were more than 

750,000 fish which weighed over 400,000 pounds te.ke'.'1 by hook-

and-1 ~:r.,_e fishermen fro2 t.ll.e ws.ts~·s oet-vrnen Port :e:uron and 

Wyar-dotte. }:early )·alf of this 0Neight of fish vras taken fro:n 

t , ~t r.1 · ,· 1 lr-.n 02"" d ) ne ~ • J air ~•l -ve=- , 7 ;;,·, ,/ -~ poun s • If a::1 estimete co1.1ld be 

,nac:.e of the C9.:± ar:c'. rcc~c fisher"' 1,r·1 ':let included in the census, 

the a~.01J.nt of food prodt1-ced bjr 8.:ngli~g -rro11ld )roba!Jl~,r be vrell 

over half a "'lillion pctinds. The connecting ·waters bebrnen La..1<:e 

Huron and Lake Erie afforded fishing for nes.rly 200.,000 anglers. 

This est:_~'!!.ate, 'also., does not :tnclt"._de the be .. :1.1{ 2.r-..O. C.oc!c fisb.er:rr!.en., 

wl_-io~ if included would en}i.ance the fi;;ure considerably. This 

e.i-nount of recreation to so :man.y people '.'.lear such a le.:::-ge center 

of population is g_u~te iT".portant during these til':'.es 'Tvhen travel 

is so restricted. 

It is recommended ths.t the intensified creel census on the 

con.necting 1Naters be conti:cmed during the surr.rner of 1943 provided 

that the St. Clair and Detroit , . 
.:,J. vers are opened to angling as 

they 'Here :'.)revious to Septe:E".ber, 1942. If, ho-wever~ these waters 

are E::it reo:iened a census sho,.:.~_c'. 1~e corcducted on Lake St. Clair 

and the areas i~ the St. Cls.ir 2ivcr ?lats not affected by the 

6 ov-ermr.e:1t order. 

By Louis A. Krumholz a!ld W. F. Ce.r1.:JL1e 

Report appr::ived b:r; A. S. Eazzard 

2er:ort typed b~/: B. Stout 
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County of ?.esidence Wa~rne 
!fo. ,d 

/V 

St. Clair River 2521 90.0 
St. Clair Flats 436 90.6 
Lake St. Clair 5218 91.4 
Detroit u• ~-iver 437 100.0 

Total or Average 8612 91.3 

St. Clair ?..iver 530 68.3 
St, Clair Fla.ts 883 72.0 
Lake St. Clair 7 c'Q :) ./ 73 .Lr 
Detroit River 379 100.0 

Total or Avera,g:e 2551 7b7 

St. Clair River 3051 85.3 
St. Clair Flats 1319 77.3 
Lak e St. Clair 5977 88.6 
Detroit River 816 100.0 

Total or Average 11~163 86.9 

TABL3 IV 

?.esicence of All ::lesident .A...11.zlers Ir:terviewec :~e.~· 17 - ~;ovember 1~ 1942 on the 
Connecting Waters Between Lake Huron and. Lake Erie '!ii tl1 ::iefere!!ce to t'~e l{i.1mcer and 

Percen.ta;_;e of Ji_r1glers ofDif::'ererlt Localities 

Data Collecte~ By Roat Live-r-y Operators 
:'.1iacomb St. Clair Oakla:!ld Livi.qgston S.en.esee ~·rashtenaw ~=onY-oe :Say 

No. (J'.' ::-o. er! No. ,sf No. cf ?Jo• c:' I:o. r<' l!o. --! Fo. ·-,"' 
;o 1> 70 /0 , I· 

30 1.1 213 7.6 34 1.2 3 0.1 
1 0.2 22 4.6 20 4.2 

400 7.0 43 o.8 /,o 0.9 
• 

... 

431 L, .• 6 278 3.0 103 1.1 3 Tr. 

Data Collected by Conservation Officers and Staff Members 
25 3.2 184 23.7 8 1.0 7 ,0.c 6 o.8 3 0.4 2 0.3 ·, ./ 

184 15.0 155 12.6 3 0.2 1 0.1 
227 22.0 41 4.0 5 0.5 

t, 
_ ... :t 

436 12.8 380 11.1 16 0.5 7 0.2 6 0.2 3 0.1 2 Tr. 1 Tr. 

All !)ata <:ombined 

55 1. 5 397 11.1 42 1.2 7 et..2 0 0.3 3 0.1 2 0.1 ,/ 

185 10.8 177 10.4 23 1.3 1 Tr, 
627 9.3 84 1.2 54 o.8 

867 6.8 658 5.1 119 0.9 7 0.1 9 0.1 3 Tr. 2 Tr. 1 Tr. 

• 

Ca::1.a.da ?lorida Ohio 
!Jo• Yo. 0j·' l':·o. 

1 rn-,. 
~ - . 

2 0.4 

2 Tr. 1 Tr. 

4 0.5 6 o.8 
2 0.2 

2 0.2 

4 0.1 2 Tr. 8 0.2 

4 0.1 1 0.2 
4 0.2 

4 Tr, ~- Tr. 7 0.1 



S-::-ecies 

Walle,,e 
S:!18.11~01,;;th ?,ass 
Yellcrv: Pe:-c!'. 
~oc!: Ee.ts 
::::!"-:~e:-~- Fike 
:~.1.sl:ellU!!ge 
Y~":-.i te ~as!: 
Lz.r c encuth 3as e 
CrapFie 
~pkinseed 
Che.n!!el CE-tfish 
Sauger 
Sucke::-s 
:Cullheads 
S!leepshee.C 
Ra.in.bcr,t Tro·..;t 
Carp 
!Looneye 
Redtorse 
Eluegill 
S:-!.ort!'_cseC. Gar 

Total 

8555 
p 
32 
9 

2 
2 

1 
3 
9 
/, 

[ 
l 

,, 
:, 
c 

i:64:: 

Jl.\Cl""afe 

Len;?:th 

16.0 
1.3 .. ; 

; ~ 
-·✓ 
7.1 

c.c 
12.0 

lL.o 
12.0 
r.L. 

8,0 
16,0 
16.0 

10,0 
13.3 

:~O~E: - ~ea.ns less tna~ 1 pe:-- cey:t 

?t:rce:::~..,aze 
Co:r,;:os i -:io:-. 'Iotal 

~-:u.....,,.i::)':;!":C- 7~ei:!':.~ 

12,5_5'?,·.2 
7 !. '::i ---.-•_,· 

3.4 
2.5 

1,0 
2.0 

11.0 
1.0 
4.0 
2.0 

2.0 
,:, c' -·--

12,6ll.L 

ie:ce::.te.fe 
Cm::;-csi tic:: I;"u:r1ber 

Of ?is!'. 

2c::, 
":?O::' 

2i:27 
31?1 
187 

2,: 
1) 

,) 

2 

6 

9 
l 
l; 

Average 
Lencth 

16.2 
12.3 
i-3 
i,L 

22.s 
;7.0 
10.6 

e.o 
12.0 

1::.e 
15.e 
10.0 
le.2 

' ?erce:::te.g:e Cc~posi tio:1 of' the Total C:--:c:~ "5y !'!unbers and Viei~:1.ts 
_t, .. s ReporteC. E:t 3oat Live~~ Operator~, 'J:::inservatio?: Officers and 

-.enbers of the L"lstitute Ste.ff 1 For Each Area, All Le.ta Co::n.bined, Ua:r l? - 1Jovember 1, 19L3 

F-eroent, e 
Com,>0si-tcr, Total 

K'..ll!lber .riei'.":':t 

)i" 

7.7 
10.8 
66,L 
10,L 
2.9 

372.E 
366.6 
373.2 
116.7 
2:')2.c 
253.0 

_r;,, 
"", 

1 ., 
-·✓ 

1.2 

7.1 

12,0 
o ,l 
6.0 

l, 781,L 

.t'e!"ce?1ta2e 
Co::;.posi tion 

':'"ie:_~..-_-'-: 

20.s, 
20.6 
20.9 
0.(. 

ll;.s 
1.L.2 

::;ur..ber 
C!' Fish 

277 
I 1,057 
!]1,9LE 

2,546 
13L 
30 

129 
101 
236 
21; 

22 

2 

L 
I 2 

I 1 

l36,B38 

.Avere.-;;e 
Leer,c:ti 

15.8 
12.l; 
7.1 
7.9 

23 ,2 
37.8 

12.5 
~-2 
7.0 

1S.2 
12.0 
12.0 
7.7 

lL,L 

31.5 

15.5 
7.0 

17,0 

!"eroe::.;abe 
Co~]osition ~otal 

!:1X:1ber~ ·;;e~ r.-ht 

2.9 
Be. 7 
6.5' 

3L2,8 
987.6 

4,532.6 
>'42,0 
355,'? 
352.5 
Lo.a 
91.3 
8!;..8 
55.6 
Ll.,..o 

., I, 
--''~ l:.e 

lL.1 
;s.o 
16.0 

6.o 
0.5 
1.0 

Ferce::1 i...aEe 1 
Com::,osi tion : !·!umber 

W~icht I Of Fish 

L-3 771.:. 
12.4 7 
57.0 602 
11.9 79 
4.5 3 
4.4 3 

L6 
1.1 
l.l 1 

3 

!; 
~l 

74 

I 1 
-; 

96,7 1, 73;~ 

?e~ce!!te.;-e 
AveragE~o~position 
Leri::--th ~;umbers 

16.0 
10.7 
12.3 
8.1 · 

18.0 
lJ.O 
10,2 

10.0 
6.0 

12,2 
16.1 

17.2 

14.0 
13.3 
7.0 

l,4.6 

34.7 
L.t 

2.6 

Total 
'fiei ~:ct 

1,025.6 
4.3 

L.70.3 
31,l 
3.6 

59.0 
23.0 

0,8 
o.8 

27,5 
100.0 

o.6 
2.e 
2.0 

1844, 2 

I 
Fe:-cerrte.s-e I 
Cor.:positic:: I 

Wei;t:1.t I 

55.6 I 

25.5 
1.8 

3.2 
1,2 

1.5 
s .. t 
~-0 

9?-2 

l·N.nber 
or Fish 

9,886 
1,472 

35,009 
3#015 

21± 
56 

196 
10,3 
237 
219 

23 
53 

125 
54 

, I ~ --l 
11 
7 

19 
C 

1 

5C, E-°7;' 

Average 
Lem:th 

16.7 
12,L 
7,2 
7.8 

23.0 
37,E 
9.0 

12.5 
a.2 
7.0 

12.c 
12.2 
15.L 
7.7 

16.c 
1 ".' ,., 
.... ..J.V 

13.7 
1:i.:: 
15.~ 
7.0 

17.0 

A.Ll.., T/A'T'E'1S CO:-:: TI,ED 
Perce~tag-e 
Co!!!positio!l Total 

-,:12.....,0°.,..s We'i~~t 

19.l;_ l.i;.,300.9 
2.9 1,372.8 

6e,e 5,;79.5 
5,5' 1,092.6 

622.3 
664.5 
71,8 
92.8 
85.6 
61,7 
l5,o 
31.;.1 

12~ .s 
1;;.1 

159.6 
2.:) 

2-3.o 
3.0 

21.3 
2.5 
l.C 

97.0 21.,.,12:.).s: 

?e:-ce:1:cr:.ge 
Co:!!.posi tion 

'/:eio:ht 

55.1 
5.7 

22.2 
I ::c ~.-•_,. 
2.6 
2.7 

96.8 
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TABLE VI 

:Number and Percentage of Livery-o,mecl :Soats and the 
Degree of Cooperation for Each of the Four Divisions of the 

Connecting iJaters Between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, 1942 

Total Number 
of Livery- Number and Degree of Cooperation of Livery Boats 

Total Humber 
of Boats 

owned Boats 1fholli CooEerative Partly CooEerative Not CooEerative Coo,Eerating 

St. Clair River 

St. Clair Flats 

Lake St. Clair 

Detroit River 

Total or Average 

Wo. a1 No. /0 % No. ct ,o 
478 58 12.1 76 15.9 3W+ 72.0 

95 15 15 .8 32 33.7 48 50.5 

611 96 15.7 80 13.1 435 71.2 

190· 93 49.0 97 51.0 

1,374 169 12.3 281 20.5 924 67.2 

TABLE VII 

Percentage of Li very-ovmed Boats on Boats In-;::,ervievmd 
By Conservation Officers and Staff :Members on the 

Connecting Waters Between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, 19L~2 

Per cent 

No. 
77 

23 

116 

23 

239 

All Boats Livery Boats Livery Boats Factor 

St. Clair River 239 85 35.56 2.81 

St. Clair Plats 207 32 ;i.5.46 6.47 

Lake St. Clair 200 63 31.50 3.17 

Detroit River 87 15 17.24 5.80 

Total or Average 733 195 26.60 3.76 

% 
16.1 

24.2 

19.0 

12.1 

17.4 

Factor 

6.21 

4.13 

5.27 

8.26 

r' 

5.75_ 
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TABLE VIII 

Estimate of Total Anglers, Total 1101.,;rs, '.'..'otu.l E\rrr:cers of 
Fish Taken and Total ·weight of Fish Taken From the 

Connecting Waters Between Lake Huron and Lake Erie May 17-November 1, 1942 

Total Hours Number of Weight of 
Number of Number of Boats Spent Legal Fish Legal J:i1 ish 
Anglers Fishing Taken Taken 

St. Clair River 48,895 22,371 369,122 133,354 199,926 

St. Clair Flats . ~2, 852 5,825 93,671 38,959 27,256 

Lake St. Clair 95 ,.391 42,082. 571,191 553,383 103,309 

Detroit River 20,936 12,025 13.5,029 62,855 75,.467 

Totals 178,074 82.,303 1,169,013 788,551 406,138 
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