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Albert 5. Hassard

Trout fishing should be good in 19kl

There are socund bioclogioal reesons for such & prediction, The fish-
ing pressure on trout streams was less last year than for meny years and
there should have been an unusually goed csrry-over of large trout. Just
how much less the {isning was on all waters no ons can be exactly sure.
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The drop in llcense salss wses ouly per cent over 19l 2--somewhat lower
than had been expested--but this does not tell the whole story, The nume
ber of times the average angler was sble to fish was certaialy mich lees
thar in rormal yearss The turacut for ths openinz weekend was better
than antlicipated, but during the rest of the season a scarclty of englers
on all streams was noted. Arn indication of the drop in fishing pressure
on trout waters comes from the reecent tabulation by Louie Krumholsz of
creel census records of trout fishing subtmitted by oconscrvation officers.
Some 37 per cent fewer trout rep rte oame in than during 1942, Incidentally,
these showed that trout fishing was not giite as good for the state as a
whole &8 in the previous year but that it was still above thwe average for
the puzt six yecarse 4t the Hunt Creek Fisheries Experiment Station, where

complste zete on fishing have been kept since 1939, the fishing prescure

in 19L3 was down Gl per cent over 19L2 mcoording to e recent revort by
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David Shetter and Pat Salvine UYowsver, the catch per fishermmanehour was
the best so far recordeds All thig means that il our trout streams were
being overefished prior teo the war, they are getting a breathing spell now
and the stoeck of larger trout should be building upe

The pest two years have been umisually suitable for trout growth and
survival. Cool, wet summers are not so pleasant or produstive for fisher-
men but they de favor the trout. Stream temperatures were tolerable for
much of the summer even far down our larger rivers and in other waters
whioch are ususlly considered seasonal trout sireamse %rout were not roreed
%o concentrate in the gpring holes as they mast during prolenged pericds
of hot weather such as we experienced in the summer of 1936, High stream
levels mean nmore water area and consequently more food production. Higher
food produstion and & greater depth of water in pools together with cooler
weather probebly limit the fishing but sre sertainly favorsbie for the
troute

likewise the last two winters, especielly the one just past, have
been comparatively mild in the north countrye Prolonzed sub-sere weatier,
which freezes the bays of the Great Lakeg and the lower ends of the rivers,
forces I{ish duoks wintering there up to the headwater trout stresmse
Studies by J. Clark sSalyer and Kerl lLagler have shown that when this
happens the toll of trout may be consideravle. They estimated conservatively
that each fish duck will eat on the average five trout per day. If they
took emall trout the narm would be less but the aversge size of the fish
in the stomachas of these predators was 5.8 inohes and a considerable
nunber were of legal size end lsrger. Luring severe winters, such ag in
1935-1536, it is not unusual to count us many a8 a& hundred fish ducks on
a nile of stream. A little figuring will show that several weeks of such

weather aizht reduece the trout stock considerablys
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Mild winters are favorable to trout production alao in that stream
temperatures do not remein so low that trout osase to feed. Their growth
and survival should therefors be better than during a severe winter,

Ancther reason for goed trout catches im 194l should be the Depart~
ment's stocking program. Some radical changes have been made in recent
years to oonform with the findings of research. Fall plantings of fingerling
and of legalesized trout in streams have been discontinued and more fish
ere being carried over the winter for distridution just prier to and during
the trout season. Lakes known to be suitable for trout were stocked last
fall since over-winter logses in such waters have besn found to be light.
One of the objections to the legalw-size progrem on etreams and smaller
lakes is that 4t produces undesirable conoentrations of anglers. It seems
logieal that frequent, small plantings of trout in the small lakes and &
wider distribution of fish on the streams would reduce these voneentrations
and spread the fishing over a longer period, Seversl planting boats sre
now being construoted and their use on the larger streams this season
should make for more satisfaotory stecking.

The number of legal-sized trout which can be resred and planted
properly is limited by funds, eveilable food and suitable holding ponda,
¥an~power and transportation are also st a premium these days but it 1s
safe to predict that this season will see a larger and better distributioan
of legalesized trout than has bsen possible heretofore, Such s program
can be expanded elmost indefinitely after the war if funds are made avalleble,
but the Department is not convineed that thias may be the final anewer te
better trout fishing. %When teechnieal help ig again to be had, dencnstra=
tion arees will be set up on a number of representative trout streams te
test the relative value and coat of heavy stooking and restriotions on the

kill.
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Very little stresm and lake improvement was possible during the past
year bdecause of the prevailing labor shortage. The extent to which trout
fishing may be improved on Michigan streams through the ereation ef addi.
tional pools is indicated by the results of ths first sontrolled "before
and after" test of such worke This experiment at the Hunt Creek Station,
while ineomplets, has so0 far shown an inorease in the satsh per hour of
g, per cent and a yield of legal trout more than double that secured
before the new pools were oreateds Such work is limited by the funds
aveilable for construction and msintenance aund also by the amount of water
susceptible to improvement. Probably much of our trout water eannot be
improved by any method which has yet been developed but every fisherman
can recall stretohes of "flat" water on almost every stream he has fished
where pools and cover for trout were scarees, Plans are being formulated
for an expansion in trout stream improvement when men and materials are
again available., Even then no wholesale program of work will be undertaken.
Careful inventories will precede construection and environmental improvement
will be based upon a thorough knowledge of the factors whioh are limiting
trout production,.

It would be of little public benefit if trout fishing were maintained
and improved unless soccess were assured and to menmy a trip north is not
perfect unless they can canp along the stream. The State Supreme Court
decision in the Teggert cese is reassuring in that recognition of the
public cheracter of sur trout streams has been upheld once legel acoess
is gained, But to assure this access at reascnable intervals and to
provide camping places, frontaze must be secured ty some public egenoye
Trout fishermen will fird |7-§ miles of new socess on northern streams
this season and that added to the 13.¥ miles aoq:ired earlier in the

program will furnish places where they know they will be welcome to enter

the ztream or to set up their eamps.
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No matter how favorable the preseding winter and regardless of man's
best efforts to ald nature in producing a trout orop, there are other
faotors wiich aifect the fishinge Lvery observant angler knows that a
stream may be full of trout but if conditions are not right they will not
strike., Even in fishing wilderness waters there are times when nothing
will interest a fish. This is even more true for the heavily fished streams
end it is fortunate that this is the case, otherwise they would soon be
depleted. The Hunt Creek report for 1943 previocusly mentioned illustretes
this points The weekly averags scatoh per hour of anglers using thils
stream varied from O.l6 to 1.19 legal trout during the seasons The very
best fishing came in the first two weeks in August!l No trout have been
stooked in this stream for several ysars so that the catch was not influenced
by plentingss The fish were there earlier but did not feed most sotively
until water and weather ogonditions were favorable., Of ecurse good catches
were made earlier and later but the most consistently good fishing omme
in late summer. The same kind of results were noted in oreel census
studies made in other yeurs on many of our best trout streams, Not that
fishing 1s always best on most atreams in Augusty the last half of June
and the first half of July are generally the most favorable times for good
trout fishing, but all of these records show that there are factors which
make for good or poor fishing regerdless of what may be done to imvrove
it,
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