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Aii EXA.ll!iIWATION OF CADILLAC A.l'JD MITCHELL LAKES (WEXFORD COUNTY) 

TO DETERMINE SUCCESS OF WALLEYED PIKE SP.A11NING 

by 

w. F. Carbine and G. N. Washburn 

When the fisheries survey on Cadillac and Nitchell Lakes was concluded 

the recommendation was made (Report No. 767) that walleye fry plantings 

should be discontinued during 1942 and 1943. Therefore, since 1941 no 

plantings of walleye fry have been made in these lakes. 

On November 12, 1943, the writers spent a full day seining these lakes. 

No walleyed pike were taken during the seining operations. The weather 

was very unfavorable for gill netting. 

On September 1 and 2, 19L4 we again made an attempt to secure young 

walleyes. Two gill nets were set in Mitchell Lake on September 1 in from 

8 to 12 feet of water. These nets were lifted at dusk the same day but 

walleyes were not present so the nets were left in overnight. 

We did not attempt to do any seining during the day because the writers' 

experience has shmvn that walleyes are seldom taken in this type of gear 

during the day. Because of rain and hif;h Vi~nd we were unable to seine on 

the night of September 1. 

On the morning of September 2 when the gill nets were lifted the 

following fish were taken: 7 walleyed pike ranging in length from 10 1/8 

to 15 3/4 inches; 13 perch ranging in length from S to 11 inches; and one 

common sucker. Because we had obtained several small walleyes we decided 
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not to set any nets in Cadillac Lake because both ~~tchell and Cadillac 

Lakes are connected. 

Three of the walleyes (10 1/8, 10 5/8 and 11 1/2 inches in length) 

were in their third summer of life (two annuli) and were young of 1942. 

As no walleye fry were planted in 1942, these three fish resulted from 

natural reproduction. The other four walleyes were much older than the 

above-mentioned three fish and could have been introduced by the plantings 

that were made previous to 1942. This is definite proof that walleyes 

are spawning successfully in Lake Mitchell. The number of small walleyes 

taken in the nets is not impressive but indicates a good population of 

young fish considering that only about fifty feet of mesh in the experi­

mental gill net used in the set could be expected to ta.ke fish of this size. 

A letter dated May 9, 19L4 received by Harry Gaines, Executive 

Secretary of Michigan United Conservation Club~ from Mr. Glen F,Jtrdly, 

President of the Cadillac Big Game Club, would imply that these lakes con­

tain many walleyes from 12 to 14 inches in length since the Club voted to 

request the M.u.c.c. to reoom::aend decreasing the size limit on walleyes 

to 12 inches because many fish of this size were hooked and killed. 

Mr. Erdly did not mention Cadillac and WQtchell lakes specifically but 

since the Club is particularly interested in these lakes it is assumed that 

he was referring to them. A letter from Mr. H. A. Johnson dated October 7, 

19LL supports tnis assumption. 

Red Cornell renorted ma.ny 12 to 13 inch walleyes cau;::;r'st in Ivii tchell 

anc. Cadillac. Conservation Officer ~ettig also stated that many under­

sized walleyes are taken by fisherTI1.e:'.l in these lakes. 

Since natural reproduction is now supplying an abundance of walleyes 

of the 12 to 13 inch size, resu_rnption of fry planting with this species is 

not recow'l.ended. 
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The catch of perch of various sizes also proves that this species is 

props.gating successfully so that no further plantings should be required. 

Recommendations 

r-c is recommended that no walleyes be planted in Mitchell and Cadillac 

Lakes during 19L~5 and 1946. An attempt should be made in either 1945 or 

1946, or in both years if possible~ to obtain further samples of walleyes 

from these lakes. Gill netting should be resorted to and some night seining 

should be attempted. These checks should require at le~st two days and 

nights and possibly longer. (Whether the checks are made or not depends 

entirely upon the time that the few remaining members of the Institute 

have.) Some young of the year should be taken if possible. 

Report approved by A. $. Hazzard 
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