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A heaV7 loss among two-ye&.l"'-old. brown t.reu-t ooeUTeci a'b the state: 

fish aatchery at B'arriavi~le 'beginn:i.J>.g ea June as. 1911>. an.cl waa 

investigated a'ti 'the request of Mr. Joe Southwick• Superintenda.t ot-the 

na~chery. 

The.· wo--year-ol4 brent. trouii had been transferred on JW1e. 28. 191&6 

fra. the Sturgeon RiTer Rearing Station at WolTerine. Th• tank truck 

· 'took waiJer at Od.en Ra:tohery at a'bout 61,30 A.JI. and. droTe -t;o -the Stvgeon 

River where it ns loaded with 5.C)OO inro-year-old. brown trout at about 

8&00 A.JI. fl:d.s •:maber of fish was cou1dere4 to l>e a· hee.V7 load as they 

were large tish and ice 11as :nc>t used to keep the water temperature down. 

The fish arrived. at BarrhTille around 11ac,n. 11i:th a loss of abeut 2.700. 

Water temperature of the tank on the truck: was 6<,9 F. at that time., The 

remaining fish were plaoed in a pond and the mortality continuecl. A~ 

the time of BrJ' visit on July 2. 191.p. -the daily loss was about 2j8. 

Jb:am1nai;io:a of dea4 and dying fiah reTealed definite ezternal aad 

internal lesions ea.used by- furaculesis. Si.ace au.lfamerazine ha4 been 

reported as uaecl nocesst\llly- at the v. s. Fish and Wildlife Serviee 
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Fisk liateher7 a.t Leeton., Virginia fer curing furuneulesis. treatm.eat 

with this drug was instituted a:t Olil.ce ( eight grams sw.tamerazille · per 180 

pounds ot food fer a period of three weeks). On July 6. 191'6, Mr. Southwiek 

reported that the loss had dropped to 100 per day the day following the 

first application and to twenty per uy en July 6. 19146. Whether the treat­

ment was entirely responsible for the reduction in mortality cannot be 

proven because it was not possible to run a control With eompare.ble 

eonditions at tlae hatchery. 

An examination was made on July ;, 19146, of the stock: of brown trout 

at the Sturgeon River Station from which the 5,000 :f'ish tor Harrisville 

were taken.. J.ocordbg to llr'. Enmerson Kreig. no is in ohuge of the 

station, no unusual losses bad 'been experienced up to that date. 'the 

brOWll trout in the poncl in question appeared. to be normal in every respect. 

Fi.ve trou:t that were pioked up dead on the bottom. of the pend were e:xambutd 

for :t'urunculosis. All apparently were in cood conditicm. ho of the five 

showed definite tu.runeulosis lesions. One characteristic of the disease 

is its ability• to remain dormant or latent in fish. until favorable eonditieu 

for 4evelopment come about. It would have been advisable to have made 

bacteriological cultures of blood from apparently nornal f'ish. in the pond 

to tetermille the percentage et latent infection but time did not pernat 

employment of the lengthy procedure. However., the large loss experienced 

in transit to Harrisville end subsequen.t loss in the pOJ1d at Harrisville 

was evidence that the percentage of latent Wection was high. 

Treatment with sultamerazine (eight grams per one aum.dred pounds of 

food for three weeks) was recommended in an attempt to prevent uotber 

heavy less should optimum. conditiaa for development of fvunoulosis 
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a.gain be reaehed. A s1tffioient quentity of' the drug to eompleiie the 

treatment ns left with llr. Kreig. 
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