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fhe looation. d.eaerip'lsion., and purpose of the war memorial reorea.1:ioma.l 

area are eon:baine4 in a aeven page brochure tvnished by Kr• Fred Zinn, 

of the Battle Creek Retary Club. 

On llenda7, July 15. I outaeted Ma-. Zina a.ad cliaoussed the pleas that 

1le has proposecl. tor the Battle Creek llinr. I spe:at the en.1:1.re atteraecB 

eruiaing the river and eontacrM.ng Gas'Wllers Power Ce. officials and fisher. 

an. Caaerva.tio:a offieer. Zen.e'W. Blackmer, ot Battle Creek, aocompaaied 

me on a further check of the river on hesday morning, July 16. 

A't the present tm. the Battle Creek lliver is subject te oensidera.ble 

f'luotuatioa ia f'low. Heavy spring tloeta inundate large portions of the 

area being oonaid.ered tor the memorial and low water in late 8\tllJIMr in 

some 7ears leaves an almost stagna.:at riTer. This problem o:f' water fluctuation 

is moat important to the fisheries. Aeceptet soil cCLServaticm praotiees 

along 'the e.atire Battle Creek River watershed in future years should almost 

entirely eliminate -this taetor a.ad preTide a more or less steacl.y eon.tinuoua 

tlew the year-round. 

Pollution is tae seeond faetor tba:t mu.st be oonsic1ered. A.1; preset 



the river is polluted by city and industrial sewage, garbage, and rubbish.. 

There is no question. but what the pollution problem will be taken ea.re of 

ii' the memorial recreational objective becomes a reality. 

All ether fa.etors upon which good fish production. is dependent. are 

already present. Adequate aquatic vegetation CG be found which provides 

exeellen.t cover and food for fish. Gravel Gd rubble bott9J!l is also 

presen't in most of the stream and this is a very productive 'bottem type 

fer the production of fish food organisms and the :most iesirable required 

for spawning by the species ot fish present ia the river. 

The following speeies of fish are knewn to in.ha.bit the Battle Greek 

River: smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, bluegills. pum.pkinseed sunfish, 

black crappies, northern pike, bullheads, earp, suckers, red.horse, dogfish, 

and several species of m.irmows. According to Mr. Blackmer. fishing for 

northern pike and smallmwth bass is very good. 1'any people were observed. 

fishing on all stretches of the river on July 15 and 1,. 

Since fishing is reported to be fairly good a.t present, very little 

need be done to improve conditions tor fish life other than control of 

erosion and pollution. Vegetation and bottom types are excellent, and 

should furnish adequate food, cover. and spawning facilities. The presence 

of earp may be harmtul, but several procedures could be used to control or 

elimiDate them (poison and dams). Stream imprevement devices could be 

installed to increase the earrying capaeity and to improve conditions for 

cer~in species. Several low dams could also be constructed as well as 

one larger dam with a 5 or 6 foot head. fhe ponds thus created would be 

ideal for fish lite and would. provide swimming, boating, and other types 

of recreation. Many canals and ponds could be created in the low area 

south of the river. The dirt removed from the eanals and ponds eould be 

used as much needed fill. The canals and ponds would provide fishing, 



-3--

'boa.ting, canoeing, sw:hmning, and e'ther types of recreation. We:ter birds, 

rustic bridges, and landscaping would make this an extremely at:bra.ctive 

area. Several p•d.s could. be construct-ed tor holding tisb fer displtty 

purposes and would be an added drawing oa.rd f.or visitors. Several p•ds 

oould. be set a.side for fishing by ehildrea anly. 

The area definitely can be made more attractive for fish. Its nlae 

u an e4ueationa.l and. recreational area a.re eonsiderable &11.d well worth 

the effort required te bring this project to a successful conclusion. 
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