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GENERAL CREEL CENSUS AND CARP SEINING ACTIVITIES
ON LAKE MACATAWA, 19L2-19L5
by
Stanley Lievense

The following is submitted as supplementary to Report No. 833
(A Fisheries Survey of Lake Macatawa, Ottawa County, 1942)

Creel census

In the manage@ant proposals of the Lake Macatawa report it was
suggested all stocking be discontinued until such a time as a need becomes
‘apparent., All stoeking was ceased on this reoommsndatieﬁ. It was further
rocommended that the locel conservation officer take a goodly number of
ereel eansus records for a three to five year period so as to observe %he
trend of fishinge The local conservation officer ccoperated with the,
Department's request end submitted reports covering an average of 419
hours of fishing a year for the past few years. The data taken for 1942,
1943, 19Ll;, and 1945 are presented below in Table 1.

This table indiecates that the cateh per hour of all fish combined
is inereasing, black bass are on the decline, bluegills are mainteining
themselves with some retrogression possible, orappies are incrsasing,
and the white bass are increasing. Yellow perch fishing has shown the
greatest improvement during this period and this speeies is primarily

responsible for the marked rise in the eateh per hour of all fish,



-

Tebls 1
CREEL CENSUS

Cateh per »

hour 192 1943 19kl 19k5
All fish 1.18 1.90 7.86 51.38
Smellmouth black bass see XX es e (XX}
Largemouth black bass 0,06 0,01 oss coe
Bluegill 0.33 0,29 0.28 0.12
Common sunfish 'Y} e o0 XY
Rock bass soe ey 'YX} XY
Crappie 0.35 0.8L 0.72 0.75
Perch 0.0y 0.7h4 6.83 3.16
Walleye ese oo ese sve
Bullhead ses oo e Y X
Charmel ecat 'YX} XX} es s es e
Northern pike coe (XY sse eee
White bess: ses ceos see 0.3&
Percentage of

suscessful fishermen 6L% 78% 98% 86%
Hours fished 102.2 196,.8 505 628.5
Percentage of unsuccesse

ful fishermen 36% 22% 2% 1%
Hours fished 577 234,05 T+0 87.0
Number of fish

per fisherman 1.85 L.10 18.7 13,94

During the more intensive creel census of 1943-19L45, records for the ice
fishing months and the month of May were taken whereas before no records
were taken in December and Jenuary (except in 1935 whieh showed excellent
perch catches) and few in May., Although the total number of records was
high, & break in the records suggests that the apparent searcity of bass,
and probably of blusegills, is not fairly represented. In rsviewing the
oreel census cards it was noted no census was taken in late June and
during the month of July in 1943, 19Lly, eand 1945, In previous years the

bass records were taken during this period with only two exceptions.
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This period gemerally shows the best bass and bluegill fishing of the
yYear on most lakes. The crapple show decided gains; this too may be mis-
leading. The crappie reecords for 1943, 19ld;, and 1945 are Very numerous
in the winter months a.ﬁd for the month of May. In earlier years few to
no records were taken either during the ice season or during May., (May
should be about the time orappies are congregating over the spawming beds,
hence a possible explanation for large catches.) White bass showed up in
the creel census in worthy numbers for the first time in 1945, All the
records were obtained in a one-month period (late lay and early June) and
most of the fish were caught at night by artifieial light., The night
records may account for their appearing in 1945 eand not other years. It
is possible that ereel censuses were not taken in previous years at night,
thus missing this fine fishing for the records, The census reports since
1942 are in sufficient quantity to give the general trend of‘fishing except
for the short gap of records in the last half of June and for the month
of Julye

Cerp fishing

The data on the carp seining for the years 1942, 1943, and 194); are
submitted in teble form (Teble 2). No ca.rf seining was done in 191;5
although a permit was issued by the Conservation Department,

In comparing the 1942, 1943, and 19L); records, no reliable assumptions
can be made, There is some evidence substantiating the original ecomparison;
that where carp catches were low, game fish abundance was high, and where
carp catches were high, game fish abundance was low., There is an indication
that the carp are on an upward trend though it is possible that they

reached their peak during 19l



Teble 2

CARP FISHING IN LAKE MACATAWA

Year  Number _ CARP BLACK BASS - OTHER GAME FISH OBNGXIOUS AND COARSE FISH.
of Total Average Total Average  Total ‘Average  Total Average
hauls number number pounds number  number number  number number  number
pounds  per haul per haul per haul per haul
1942 13 19,236 1,479 507 39 685 63 529 25
(Also 1,457 pounds of sheepshead)
1943 16 21,195 1,324 150 9437 1,591 99.L43 L6 2.8
(Also 3,175 pounds of sheepshead)
194l 7 2ly, 410 3,487 &, 9.1 387 55.2 6 0.85

(Also 5,275 pounds of sheepshead)
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The 1942 stocking roport was not entered in the original paper., For
completensss, it is given below.
| 192
Smellmouth black bass 1,000 (L4)
Largemouth black bass 8,000 (3)

Walleye v
Bluegills 5,000 (L)
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