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Although the small.mouth baes (Mieropterus !• dolomi~u) 1$ tamed for 

ita pugncity when taken by angling during the ft1'nler months of tbs year, 

manr f'iaheries authorities ha..-e held the belief that d:uring winter in 

northern latitudes the species •nibernates," or at least sinks into a 

for Fiaheriea Reaeareh ot catoh<ts of sme.llmouth bass being made by ice 

f'ishel'Il1en on El.i3b(tth Lake, Oakland Ooua'ty, and •l••here in the state, 

but no subatan:ti.ating tacte were avai.le.ble until early lilaroh of' 19M, 

when the writer, while supervising a Winter lake mapping party on Walled 

Lau, Oakland County, chanced to o'bser-ve that a nearby angler seemed to 

be catching and returning to the w•ter a number of rather large f'ish. 

Closer inspeotion revealed the tish to be small.mouth btu!IS• and two 

speeim.ens, 10 and 12 inches in length, were obtained for the Institute•s 

collection. This fisherman, and othera on the l.akt9 interviewed later, 

were agreed that on c•rtain days durtng the win:ter smallmouth would take 
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the h•k .,.. r-.diq thal1 th$ t♦llew pweh etch,,.,.. th♦ ugl.-111' 

Ob3•otiveJ and, it -· tutthet •ln-ined 1>7 th• that -. Walled Lak• 

the -.lhlollth o1t mo:r• r-.Uly bi 'lrin'ber tb.a..1't 1D. 8Ulltll:el"• 

'1le two 14-t:ltied a,.eimens wr♦ tann on, mbnowe (»-ovoei• · 

athei-iaoi4•• l, fr• waiter 15 to 20 feet 4eep, -within l to :, feet ot th• 

bottom, at a point about 400 teet off ahm-e near the n.orth•at •nd. ot 

th• lake. Beneath the iee oover 'ihe •t• ••• cl~, and the ~ate 

••"om •• cam.pcff:4 of pulpy pu.at. Anglera •• the l.ue aleo reported 

that .-llmouth bale bad ~n tak«a in large 11abera through the io• 

tra -.t.- of ai.miht "ptha ott '\.b(J 1outh. a.-•, near the eouti.1.fte,t 

••• of the lake. 
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