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Demonstration Netting in Black, Burt, and Mullet Lakes,
Cheboygan County, Michigan

July 25 to August 2, 1947

by

Walter R. Crowe R

The Fish Division of the Michigan Department of Conservation
conducted a brief netting demonstration on three of the large lakes
in Cheboygan County during the period of July 25 to August 2, 1947.
The nets used were so called "small-subs" or trap nets. This type
of net is very satisfactory, for fish are captured alive and unharmed
and can be relessed at once., Also they are generally efficient,

The Conservation Commission has recently adopted a new poliey in
respect to the planting of warm-water fish. Results from fisheries
investigations have indicated that almost without question the fish
in our lakes reproduce each year in more than sufficient quantity to
meke up for those fish which are removed by angling., However, the
fishing public is in many instances unconvineced and consequently the
Fish Division is currentlycommitted to a certain amount of demonstra-
tion netting. It is felt that if fishermen could see for themselves

that there are far more fish present than are ever caught, much good
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will be accomplished. Also, much information can be obtained from the
netting as to the relative abundance of the various game species in
the lake where the netting is being done, A third item of interest

is that investigations conducted at Big Bear lLake, Otsego County, have
demonstrated that suckers may be profitably removed frommeny of our
inland lakes with no ill effect on the game fish population,

This particular demonstration was conducted during the last part
of July eand the first days of August because the touwrist season was
then at its peak and it was the Department's wish that as many people
as possible witness the operations.

Commercial fishermen were hired to operate their gear in the lakes
listed below. Setting and lifting were under the immediate supervision
of Conservation Deparitment employees.

The three lakes chosen were éelected because all three were re-
ported to have at best only fair fishing. Black Lake in particular was
the subject of numerous complaints.

Results of the demonstration were reasonably satisfactory. How-
ever, it soon became evident that catches in the nets would not compare
very well with those obtained in the spring or fall. This might have
‘been anticipated from past experience but it was hoped that fish would
be captured in sufficient numbers to make a good showing)$’ Comparison
of results obtained in mid-summer with those obtained in early spring
or late fall indicates that spring snd fall are the best fishing

times -~ whether for nets or for hook and line. It is suggested as an

\$hAlso trap nets of this type have fished well in mid-sumer in smaller,
shallower lakes (I.F.R. Reports No. 5390, 653). Also see results from

Craig Lake, Branch County, Michigan.
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explanation that during mid-summer food is readily available to the

geme species. Young fish are very numerous, insect life is abundant,
and bottom organisms such as crayfish are easily obtained. Conse-
quently, game species which are fish eaters for the most part do not
have to move about much in search of food. If the fish are not moving
about much the nets will only take those fish which are in the immediate
vicinity. Results of the demonstration are tabulated below

(Tables I, II, III).
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Table I,--Results of Demonstration Netting in Black Lake, Cheboygan end Presque Isle Counties, Michigan.

July 25 to August 2, 1947.

Net L\lall- Rock|{Small-} N, }Pumpkin- Bull- Dog=- Mullet Mullet
Date numbed eye |baess|mouth [Pike|seed Muskellunge |Perchlhead |Sturgeon |fish (Anisurum) {(Rubreques) [Sucker | Total

July 25, 191].7 1l 5 281 4o en e Xy} se o oece eve eve eee eve ses 7 L}.O
2 15 ) Ll. 1 eee ee e eva s XX ees (XX see see 9 29
3 2 XX} XX o0 ee ’ eee XX en e cee ens eee cee 23 _ 25

July 26, 19’4.7 1 15 38 h. oo XX coe gee oo ceoe ) eo e e 66
2 15 6 5 e0e [N N ] [ X N ] on e ‘... LK ] o [ RN ) o0 e 27
3 17 1 200 L2 N 2 [ X X ] LN N 1 [ N L N ] o0 [N N ] oes 0 LN J

o %\N\O
1)

July 28, 19)4.7 1 29 36 9 ce s Xy see cee see Xy soe ).L 2 86
2 21.3. 6 17 xXx) evo ese 0o eoe see eoe 3 2 5 57
3 5 LA N J se 0 oo e LA N o0 ae e oee o 0s [ R N ] 200 L N ) 35 38
J'U.ly 29, 19)4.7 Ll. see 16 1 eee see esve eee coe eee eee cae 1 8 26
2 12 eee 1 oo o eo o eep s 0 oo L X N ] [N N J 1 LR N J 3 17
5 16 5 5 LR [ X N J [N N J o0 00 ove [ N ) 10 [ A N ] 10 Llé
July 30, 19).}7 )-L ese 9 1l X eee e 200 1l cee cee 2 2 6 - 21
‘2 37 5 LR LN LB N J [ NN 1 [N X J .... [ BN ] LN ] ose 8 51
5 3 8 3 XX es e coe see see een Xy 5 see 1 30
July 31, 19,4.7 Ll- ese ).4. 1l see ese es e eee cee eee e XX 2 6 13
2 15 h- 7 se e coe s e ese ese oo XX oo (XX} 5 51
5 ).|.9 3 h eee eee 1 eoe eoe XX 1l 12 see 5 75
August 1’ 19).].7 6 13 16 6 2 1l eee XK see s se e s 1l 3 )42
2 m 11 15 [ N N ) o8 e L N [ A N 1 [ X N ] [ X N} 00 L E X LR N 5 LL3
5 11 3 [ B N ) L LN [N ] L X N ] LR [ X X J v @ [ X J 7 L ] 5 26
Auvgust 2, 19)4,7 6 11 12 2 ens eee ces ese see 1 ee e XX ) 1 27
2 15 12 2 X0 XX XK XX ceee XX XX XX XX h- 33

Total . 25 227

\O
o
N
)
F

1 1 1 1 Ll 10 187 889
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Teble I¥.--Results of Demonstration Netting in Burt Lake, Cheboygan County,

Michigen. July 25 to August 1, 1947
Net Wall- | Rock Small- | Pumpkin- | Northern | Rainbow

Date Number | eye bass | Perch | mouth | seed pike trout Sucker | Total
July 25, 19&7 1l L[.O )4. 1 X cee ece ese 12 57
2 cee 5 ese coe Xy cee cee XX 5

3 10 9 3 es e cee ee e ese lh. 36

July 26, 191-}7 1 ]J.]. 7 soe eoe coe - ‘eee es e 2 23
2 soe 6 son eve soe coe ese 0o 6

3 2 10 5 eve LN 4 soe ev e 5 22

July 28, 19)47 1 ).l.5 ’.]. cee X ese ceoe ere 23 72
2 5 11 | .se 1 ces ces coe 1 18

3 7| 19 | 2 1 1 1 6 57

July 29, 19}4.7 1 17 5 7 X see XX X 6 35
3 7 7 3 6 cos oo ces 3 26

L 9| 13| 1 3 3 32

July 30, 19}4.7 1 13 2 2 e cee ees ces 5 22
3 ov e 7 3 e e e cse ese XX 10

L]. 5 11 ses 1 ese cee coe 2 19

July 31, 19).].7 1 10 16 2 ceos cse coe ese )4. 32
3 3 23 LI. 2 vee eece oo eve 32

}.l. 6 L}. 1 L]. Xy xx: ese 2 17

August 1, 191.{.7 l 11 L}. cen ese sa e eee eoe 1).}. 29
3 3 LI.O 1l 2 (XX se e XX} 1 L}.7

L 5 ] ees L 1 3 13

Total oo 207 | 212 55 27 1 1 1 106 610




-6—

Table ¥Il.--Results of Demonstration netting in Mullet Leke, Cheboygean County, Michigen.

July 26 to August 2, 1947.

Net Wall- Rock Small- Northern Pumpkine Bull- Dog- -

Date number eye Bass mouth pike Perch seed head Carp fish Sucker ]Total
J'U.ly 26, 19’47 1 6 9 1l 1 X eeoe LI- vee o0 3 Zh.
2 eos e 6 h LN X J L N oo e oe 0 oe e LN 3 13

3 LI. eve s e e (X LY X (XK eee R 6 10

July 28, 1947 1 6 12 L 1 1 7 2 1 34
2 7 8 1 L N ] LN L N J 1 [N [ X ] 2 19

3 6 2 [ X ] LA N ) [ X R J «os o8 e L LN LN N 2 LN

July 29, 19)4.7 1 3 8 see see XX cee 1 soe 1 5 18
2 3 2 1 [ XN ] LR N ) LK N ] oe o se0 [N l 7

3 s 00 1 LN ] [ XN ] 5 LA N ] oee [ A N J LA N J .... 6

July 30, 19)47 1 7 9 1l eve 1 cee 2 Xy} (X X 5 25
2‘ 2'— o0 LA o0 0 1 LN LN N ] LN LN oo e 3

3 ).]. 8 XK see XX ese 1 XX XY} 1l ]J-].

July 31, 191{.7 1l 7 28 2 XX ece X 2 es e cee 7 14-6
2 7 T 7 see o e see 1 voe vee ) 22

3 5 15 5 XX nee cee 3 XX} eee see 26
A-ugﬂs'b 1, 19).]-7 1 7 10 see 1 XX vee 1 see s0e 3 22 )
2 3 6 cee soe soe soe oo see see see 9

3 1= 5 2 1 ‘eee cee coe ove Xy 1 10

August 2, 19)4.7 1l 1 LL eesn oo XX XX oen XXl eoe™ L[. 9
2 )4. 12 1 os e es e vee cee 1 cee 2 260

L}. 3 Ll. 7 XX oo (XX XX XX [ XX) 8 22

Total coe 86 154 36 3 8 1 23 1 3 5l 369
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While the nets were being lifted the public was encouraged to come
out on the lakes and see for themselves what was in the nets. Usually
people turned out in fair numbers, and generally the operation was well
received. Many people expressed surprise at the number of fish captured.
It is unfortunate S that summer visitors cammot be present in the
spring or fall when the nets fish much more effeetively.

Bleck Leke was netted with similar gear in the late fall and early
winter of 1939 (See Institute Report No. 595, 1940). At that time the
nets averaged L8 gaﬁs fish per'lift. During the summer of 1947 the nets
averaged 28 game fish per lift. It should be mentioned that in 1939 the
capture of game species was incidental and thet the major effort ﬁas
devoted to catehing suckers. On Burt Lake the nets were opereated for
about & month in the late winter and early sprimg of 1947. They aver-
aged 26 game fish per 1lift as compared with 2l game fish per 1ift in
July, 19li7. However, it was only the lest few lifts at Burt Lake in
the spring that really brought up the average. ZEarlier lifts caught
almost entirely suckers, At Hullet Lake in the spring of 1947 the nets
averaged 115 game fish per lift as compared with 14 per lift in July.,

The July demonstration in all instances was affected by certain
things. Firstly, in all lakes the nets were set where they could be
readily accessible to people wanting to watch. These places were not
necessarily the best fishing places. Also, all the ldkes are large, and
the'nets coulgjge expected to cateh more than a fairly representative
sample of whet was present. We think the catch compares quite'favorably
with past netting results on other lakes at this time of the year,
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