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Abstract

More entrants were recorded on the Rifle River Area in 1950 than
any previous year. Attendants listed 12,L5l sightsesrs, 5,042 anglers,
2,127 hunters and 86 trappers for a total of 19,709 entrants.

The streams of the Ares were Sﬁbjected to 6,921.5 hours of effort
on 2,615 angling days, during which time 7 brook trout, 633 brown trout,
LO7 reainbow trout, 51 rough fish and 2 snapping turtles were captured.
The total weight of all aguatic life taken was Ll0.72 pounds, 368.3L
pounds of which consisted of trouts. The catch per hour was 0.1€ fish,
and the pounds per hour index was 0,06L. A total of 387 hatcheryw
reared reinbow trout, fineclipped for recognition, made up 95 percent
of the rainbow trout catch, and these plus L tagged brovm trout made
up 37 percent of the total‘trout cetch,

The 1950 fishing on 8 lakes of the Rifle River Area was genersally
the best enjoyed to date on these waters. Anglers spent 7,577 hours
during 2,427 angling deys and caught 8,200 fish weighing 2,116.L8 pounds
for a catch per hour of 1,08 fish and 0.279 pounds per hour. The fishing
quality of Loon lake was outstanding--2.99 fish per howr and 0.676 pounds

per hours
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Bach yoar of cperation of the Rifle River Ares since 19L6 has
seen mors entrants registered than the prpv*ous yeare The calendar
year 1950 was no gxcﬂptlon, as it topped 1949 figures slightly. The
1950 totals of 12,702 entrants ualné the Rifls River Area included
12,L5l sightseers, 5,002 anglers, 2,127 hunters and 86 trappers.

More anglers were reccrded this year than in eny previocus ysar,

Trout stream engling results (Table 1)

Six of the stresms of the Area were fished over by trout anglers
As in past sesscns all but a minor percentage of the angling effort
was spent in the Rifle River proper (2,275 ocut of 2,612 angling dnyS/.
Trout englers spent 6,917 hours on 2,612 ang‘irg days on the streams
of the Ares, during which time they caught 1,0L7 trout, 51 rough fish
and werm-water fish and 2 spepping turtles. The total weight of trout
removed was 368.3L pounds; of rough fish, 29438 pounds; of srapping
turtles, L3.00 pounds. Only 17 percent of ths angling days were

successful,




The yiéids in terms of poundsipf fish per acre, for the lakes
end stresams, were tabulated for the past 6 years., Trout streams have
been subjected to angling pressures in the various years ranging between
102 and 209 hours per acre per season. Yields to the stream anglers
have ranged bestween 5.89'pounds and 17.77 pounds of trout per acre,

The lakes have been fished at rates verying between 17 and 27 hours
psr acre per season and have yielded from 3439 pounds to 6455 pounds
of fish per acre in the verious years.

During the 1950 smail game season scetter-gumners spent 1,625
hours on 580 hunter-days in pursuit of geme. Their total game-bag
consisted of‘197 ruffe& grouse, L2 woodeock, 38 ducks, 2 pheasants,

20 cottontail rabbits and 33 snowshoe ha£es weighing a total ef L189.49
pounds. o

Rifle deer hunters spent 7,098e5 hours afield in the 1950 season
on 1,51G hunter-dayse They killed L0 antlered bucks whose field-dressed
weight was L,350 pounds, while 26 hunter-days involving L5.5 hours of
bow and arrow hunting were umsuccessful.

The 1950 trappers were issued 86 permits and operated a total
of 1,216 trap-nights. Their total cateh consisted of 193 muskrats,

9 mink, and 6 beaver whose total weight was 689419 poundse

A general summary of pertinent statistics is included.




Table le--3umery of trout stream fishing results, 1950, Rifle River Area, 1257,

s

Stream Tobal Number and Total Trout eateh (end pounds) %otal trout ?ther fish Snapping Total catch
fishermen-  percent hours N . and total (and total tuwriles per hour
days “taking O of fishing Brook Browm Rainbow pounds ) pounds) (pounds) (pounds per hon)
trout
Rifle River 2,275 1,888 6,223,50 1 567 332 900 L8 2 0.1l
(83) (0.28) (242.10) (79.76)  (322.14) (27.11)  (L3.00) (0.052)
Gamble Creek 168 1l 331400 5 26 5 36 . vos ves 0.11
(86) (1e445) (8.02) (0.78)  (10.25) (04031)
Houghton Creek 105 71 266,00 ves 28 67 95 3 .ee 0436
(68) (20.28) (11.26) (31.54) - (1.97) ’ (0.119)
Fontinalis Creek 26 20 L9400 1 11 2 1 .oe .en 0629
(77) (0414) (2495) (0.35) (3lils) (0.070)
Brown Trout Creek 2l 23 22,00 0ss 1 eeo 1 0ee oo 0405 '
(96) (0.18) (0.18) (0.008) o
Skunk Creek 1, 13 25450 eor " ees : 1 1 ees coe 0.0l .
(93) (0.79) (0479) (0.,031)
' |
Totals averages, .
1950 2,612 2,159 6,917400 7 633 Lot 1,047 51 2 0415
(83) (1.87) (273.53) (92494)  (368.3L) (29438)  (L3400)  (04053)

Including the 3 unsuccessful angling days with a total of L.50hhours of effort from the winter spaaring on the "Whirlpool"
of the Rifle River, the 1950 catch per hour for all fish and turtles is 0.16 fish; the pounds per hour index is 0.06L.. The

total weight of fish and turtles removed from the streams was Lj0.72 pounds in 2,615 angling days involving 6,921.5 hours
of effort,
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On the basis of these figures, the angling quality indices for
trout fishing in 1950 on the streams of the Area may be computed at
015 fish per hour and 0.053 pounds of fish per houre.

Although the Rifle River yislded the mosf trout (900 of 1,047
caught), the best fishing as messwmdd by the quality indices was
noted on Houghton Creek (0436 f£ish per hour, 04119 pounds per hour).
The largest trout taken on the Area, in 1950, a fime brown trout 28,2
inches in length which weighed 8 pounds, 5.2 ounces, was caught in
Houghton Cresk.

The species composition of the total trout catech in 1950 was 7
brook trout, 633 brown trout end L07 rainbow trout. All of the brook
trout were wild fish. Of the 633 brown trout L were survivors of
provious hatchery releases in 1948. The sudden inerease in rainbow
trout was brought about by the releass of 10,000 left pelvic;clipped
rainbow trout "fingerlings" on May 3 and 1, 1950, These fish ranged
in size from 2;7 to 849 jnches. Analysis of the rendom sample of 1,000
fish measured for length indicates that 2 percent of this planting was
larger then 8,0 inches and 13.1 perceont of the planting was larger ‘than
740 inches. Of the LO7 rainbow trout caught %87, or 95,1 percent, came
from the marked planting. 1f it is assumed that all planted fish above
7 inches in longth at the time of planting became legal prey for the
anglers during the 1950 season, then 1,310 of the left pelvie clipped
rainbow trout were available before September 10, The removal of 387
left pelvié’clipped reinbow trout on the Rifle River Arca streams
smounts to a lknown reccvery of 295 percent of those esbtimated to be

aveilable.

catch
The 391 hatchery trout in the 1950/amount to %73 percent of the

“

cateh from the Rif'le River Area stroams.
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Iake fishing results (Table 2)

The 1950 lake fishing was the best ever enjoyed by the anglers on
thé Area. The increase in the cateh can be attributed at least partly
to the removal of the size limit on pérch and pan fish. Ieke anglers
spent 2,427 angling days involving 7,577 hours on 8 different lakes on
the Area. Of the total angling trips 2.9 percent were successfuls

The total catech from the lakes amounted to 8,200 fishW weighing
2,116,148 pounds)@l The catch per hour was 1,08 fish and the pounds per
hour index was 0+279. The species of fish takea included brown trout
and rainbow trout, largemouth and smallmouth black bass, pike, yellow
perch, bluegills, pumpkinseed sunfish, rock bass, black crappies, bull—l
heads, white suckers, snd hybrid bluegill x common sunfishe

Porhaps the most noteworthy occurremce of the 1950 lake angling

was the continued increase in yleld of Loon Iake. This body of water

gave the best fishing (299 fish per hour, 0,676 pounds of fish per
hour) and yielded a total of 1,011,30 pounds of fish to the anglers.
Other lakes where angling was better than usual were Devils Wash-Basin
(2.85 fish per hour, 0,316 pounds per hour), Dollar lake (2,22 fish per
hour, 0.401 pounds per hour), and Spring lake (1427 fish per hour, 0,343
pounds per hotir) «

As usual yellow perch, bluegills and pumpkinseed sunfish furnished
the majority of the cateh,both from a poundage and numbers standpoint.

In lats November, 1949, a planting of 1,000 legal-size rainbow
trout (right pectoral fin clipped) was made in Devoe lake, with the
expectation that these fish would furnish trout angling such as resulted

from the original introduction in the spring of 1948, This planting was

\Q/ihese figures include 22 hybrid bluegill x common sunfish (5.70 pounds),
L1 frogs (16419 pounds) and 1 snapping turtle (1225 pounds)e \




" ske . Total Total .
‘angling deys hours of
(number taking ¢ angling Trout
fish) Brown Rainbew
Devoe 960 3, 15745 32 18 ' :
(781) B (60415) (15.78) .
. North 321 1, 002 ‘5 oae see ; ‘.
(276)
Loon Ll.al 1,149700 ace oo 5' '
(98) |
Dollar 2}4]4- 69600 ese eoe \
(56)
Spring 306 1,05340
| (10L)
l 5
Teal 36 6le5 ece soe
| (27)
Devils, W.Be 16 3900 XX '.oc |
(3) : P
; {
South Pond 23 67.5 co s ene e
(15) .
Totals and 2,427 75770 32 | 18
averages, 1950 o (1,362) (60615) (15.78)

V Inoludes 1 snapping turtle (12425 pounds). \4"

\%/ Includes 1 kforid bluegill x pumpkinseed sunfish (0«31 pounds).

W Includes 2 hybr:.d bluegill x pumpkinseed sunfish (5. 39 pounds) .
Tnoludes L1 frogs (16419 pounds).

\?/ Includes V: \g/a \éla and V' '
»’—




Table 2.=~-Summary of lake fishing results, 1950, Rifle River Aresa.

Species of fish caught Totel fish Catoh
. Bass Northern Yellow Blueg 111 Ptseed Rook Black Bullheads  Common (ar;«i‘:l%:a)l p(@;x:uiodt;r
S LM - SM pike perch sunf'ish bass  erappie suckers per heur)
o 18."1 1,8 15 181 72 - 5 106 ces .e s s 0417 -
© o (32459)  (T1e5h)  (55.31) (20.71) (We31)  (0.93)  (15489) (L6e63) (0.110)
' 9 22 2 )-}9 1 aee )-l- '3 soe 2 0009
T (23469)  (36420)  (13.06) (7.61) (0.36) (1.13) (3.88) (0,086
e 76 vos 2 Lsy 1,288 1,363 1163 1,122 e Wl  2e99
- (116.33) (11481) (L6.18) (262.70) (250458) (0e59) (63.9L) (258.86) ,011430): . (04676)
320 oo . eed® B 171 - 990 177 L6 L7 o oo \?}J-s.‘SLL_B 2422
(25476) (23.16) (153.56) (36.94)  (12.34) (8.18)  (13.l1) (279004) (0.L:01) |
- oo“:‘k;"' see see 15089 soe 38 sse ces 173 Y vl,::lll 1.27
| (327.11) (Lo1L) (13475) (361.49) (0.3431
ul
 eee (XN oo e 35 eve ov e (X cee (XX} sve 3?} 0051]
(7.09) (7409) (0.110)
. eee she see 9}-!- vee 1 7 vee 9 cee 111 2.85
(8477) (0.12) (1.91) (1.50) (12433) (0.316)
e 1 e XY ] 18 22 15 6 se e 1 2 65 0.96
o (0ul7). (24lsk) (Le25)  (1.88)  (1.13) (0456) (2.50)  (13.23)  (04196)
136 70 15 2,00 2,573 1,599 170 2lo 1,379 38 \gB,200 1,08
(198.8L) - (107.7h)  (80.18)(LLi3.67) (L35.18)  (29Le60)  (32.99) (72.12)  (288.08) (5301) (2,116.48)  (04279)
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a failure as far as furnishing any angling in 1950, One marked fish
frcﬁlthis release was observed in the Devoe lake rainbow trout catch
of 1950. The tagged planting released in the spring of 1948 continued
to furnish some fishing, as 16 recoveries were noted. One unmarked
rainbow trout (9.4 inches) was presumably a wild fish.

The brown trout cateh of Devoe leke consisted of 30 wild fish
and two jawmtagged survivors.of the 1948 spring planting of 1,000
brown trout in North Iake. The recovery of these two fish in Devoe
Iake two years after planting suggests the possibility of occasional
migration of the fish populations of these connected waters from one
leke to another via Gamble Crsek.

Because there was such & sharp contrast between the results ef
the original spring planting of legal-size rainbow trout and the fall
plenting made in the following year, & follow-up study was initiated
in the fall of 1950, One thousand merked rainbow trout were relsased
in Devoe Iske in Hovember, 1950 (left pectoral fin remcved), and 1,000
were released in April, IQBiEU/Both plantings were of exsctly the same
average size at the time of planting. Returgs to the angler from these
experimental releases in the 1951 and subsequent yesrs should provide
further information on the results to be expected from this type of
fish management.

Yield of streams and lakes

To give some idea of the per acre yield of the lakes and streams
Table 3 was drawn up. Measurements in 19LS made possible the acreage
celculations on the trout strsams. It was determined that thers were
%%,18 acres of water in the streams of the Area, while the tctal area

in lakes amounted to 343.2 acres, according to the maps available,

\¢/Right pelvie fin elipped.




Table J.w=Summary of yisld to anglers of streams and lakes,

Rifle River Area, 194,5-1950 inclusive,

Item Year Angling Total yield in Pounds per acrs
pressure pounds of yield of
Total Hours Irout O"cherv Trout Otherv
hours par a6rs forms Porms
Streams 10h5 3,395,50 102 195,56 26436 5489 079
Total water 16h6 3,396,400 102 395418 52650 11.92 1,58
Acreage 16147 14659400 150 589469  115.56 17477 3,48
%3418 acres 1948 5,081,00 153 Lli2.35 87403 13,33 2462
1949 145135450 125 372420 99422 11,22 2499
1950 6,921,50 209 368,31, 72,38 11,10 2,13
Iten Year Angling Total yield in Pounds per aore
pressure pounds ef yisld of .
Total - Hours Trout O'bheN/ Trout ' Other\v
hours per acre forms forms
Lekes 1945 9, 301,00 27 2,2L7.13 cre 6455 cos
Total water 1916 54826450 17 1,460.89 63400 L.26 0.18
Acrsage 1947 6,132,400 18 1,208,06 38469 3,52 0,11
311342 acrsa 1948 6,996,00 20 1,163.31 79«14y 3.39 0423
19L9 7579050 23 1,659466 90141 L8l 0.26
1950 75577 «00 22 2,102.57 28444 6+13 0408

V"O'bher forms" includes rough fish, warm-water game fish and turtles from streams; in the

lake summary "Other forms" includes turtles and frogs onlye.
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The per aere yield to the anglers on the trout steams has varied
from & lew of 5,89 pounds per acre of trout in 1945 to & high of 17.77
pounds per acre of trout in 19!47. Tt should be pointed out that in
certain years up to 1/3 of this poundage has consisted of planted fish,
80 it is not all natural production., Angling pressure has varied ool
siderably since the opening of these streams to the public, ranging from
102 to 209 hours per acre.

On the lakes of the Arsa, yelds to ths fishermen have ranged between
3,39 pounds per acre in 1948 and 6455 poun&s per acre in 1945, Only in
1949 (when hatchery=~rearsd rainbow trout in Devoe Leke contributed
noticeably to the cateh of that water) have planted fish made up an
appreciable fraction of the eatch from the lakes. In all other years
thelcatch from the lakes comsisted almost entirely of wild fish,

The angling pressure or the lakes is comsistently much lower than
noted on the +trout streams, ranging from 18 hours per ;cre in 1947 to
27 hours in 19L53==-from }j to 10 times less than noted on the Rifls

River Ares streamss,

Small game hunting results (Table L)

During ths calendar year 1950 scatter-gunners enjoyed some of
the best hunting experienced thus far on the Rifle River Area. A
total of 58C huater=days Were recorded during which 1,62l145 hours were
spent in pursuit of smell game. The total game taken oconsisted of 332
spocimens ﬁeighing 489eh9 pounds, It was made up of 197 ruffed grouse
(243401 pounds), L2 woodeock (17,85 pounds), 38 ducks (82447 pounds),
2 pheasants (5438 pounds), 20 cottontail rabbits (52403 pounds), and
33 gnowshoe hares (88475 pounds). The pheasants recorded were the
first killed on the Area since it has been in stete ownership. The

bag of rabbits is the best to date.




Table lie=<Summary of small game hunting results, 1950, Rifle River Area
Poriod Total Total Geme killed . Total pieces
or hunter- hours of RuffedN/ Woodecook Ducks Pheasant Cottontail\/ Snowsho&l (and total
date days hunting grouse , rabbit hare pounds )
January- l.20 7 1900 Xy’ 'xx ene cee see 6(1‘4.087) 6(11-(-087)
January 2]l - Febru&ry 3 25 5’-]..0 Xy ' sce XY ese ces 3 (6063) 3 (6063)
October 15 61 217.0 36 (415.06) 1) (6.06) 11 (27.20) 1 (3.19) aee 62 (81.51)
16 36 114.,0  25(@9.13) 7 (2.94) 3 (6.19) (2.75) 1 (3.25) 1 (3,00 38(47426)
17 23 )4-500 5 (5.883 o8 e ce 0 sve es 0 ove 5 (50883
18 15 2.5 7 (8475 2 (0.75) 2 (L.%2) 1 (2.50) eee 12(16,62
19 11 26,5 5 (6.16) 1 (2.00) (2463) cos 7 (10s79)
20 20 6245 3 (3.75) 6 (2450) 9 (6425)
2l 70 17840 15 (18428) 7 (3603) 2 (Le50) soe 1 (2425) 1 (2.25) 26(30.31)
22 85 209.5 18 (22,00) 5 (2419) 2 (he31) oee 1 {3.13) 2 (6,81) 28 (38.li4)
23 Ll. 1200 1 (1.50) A o e TN ] es o eoe o0 1 (1050)
2L'_ 5 11.0 2 (2.1414-) 1 (().38) od e [ BN 2 [ X X J [N N J 3 (2‘.82)
25 8 2645 3 (3437) 1 (2.62) 1 (2.63) 5 (8.62)
26 10 15.5 3 (L400) cee 1 (2.75) 1 (2.94) 5 (9469)
27 0 ~ (Heavy rains this date) 1
28 30 10).[..5 16 (19,)4}4.) o0 e sea Xy 3 (7.80) 3 (8.19) 22 85.)—{3) \0
29 55 161,0 1, (17.50) 1 (3.00) L (7.69) 3 (8.62) 22 (36481) 1
30 3 6.0 1 (1.13) en e eos so e (X X es o 1 (1013)
31 1 1.0 L 4 LN ] ..; 200 LI N ] s 0 LN ]
November 1 1 0.5 1 (1.31) vee eve 2ee X XK} 1l (1.31)
2 3 8.0 5 (6062) [ X X} L ) 00 e0e se Q 5 (6.62)
3 7 11.0 1 (1.50) vy qes ees 1 {2.50) ess 2 (14.00)
i 26 1175 = 12 (14.75) veo 1 (2.50) % (9413) 16 (26438)
5 31 78¢5 2l (30.4y) 1 (2.19) 1 (3.25) L (10.92) 30 15.80)
10 2 640 1 (3406) 1 (3.06)
11 9 12.0 cee 2 (Lie40) 1 (2473) 3 (7.13)
12 in 21,0 11 (19e56) oo cue cos 11 (19.56)
]I:ﬁ 1 005 [ X X [N ] 1 (ltLl-Ll-) 280 LX) *239 1 (loLlLl-)
2 300 LN ] [ X ] c00 L [ X X ) L N ] o0 9
15 1 305 (XX (XX oo cee (] seoe 00
December 3 3 8.0 Xy} cees pee xx} cee eece se>
10 L 10,0 see con 1 (3.00) eee 1 (300)
Lo ¥ 3 B0 e Ceee i eeelt e ees o 11(3400) " 1°(3400)
I A A 17 ks )-I- ’ 280w T e Ceew T TG, d.o. ees S 1 (2088) 1 (2.88)‘
25 5 7.5 LR X ] [ EX ] a&e esd 1 (3.00) oo e 1 (5000)
30 1 2,0 LY X} eee e oee see °s ¢ :no
31 6 15 .0 oo e cec ese oee 1 (260) 2 (L.5) 3 (6.75)
Totals, 1350 530  1,62L45 197 (243.01) L2 (17.85) 38 (62.47) 2 (5438) 20(52.03) 33 (68475) 332 (189.L9)
\V Aversge round weights of the species assigned to 7 grouse, 1 cottontail rabbit, l; snowshoe hares.
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Deer hunting results (Table 5)

Hunting presswre during the pifle season continued to drop of f
ané was slightly below the total noted for 1949, 1In the rifle season
a total of 1,519 hunter-days were listsd involving 7,09845 hours of
huntiﬁg. The 1950 kill wes LO bucks whose field-dressed weight was
14,350 pounds, an average of 108,75 pounds per buck.

Over 52 percent of the kill was made on the opsuning day, and by
the end of +the second day 33 of the 140 deer had been taken. No bucks
were killed after November 26.

In addition to the rifle hunting there wers 28 hunter=days of
bow and arrow deer hunting recorded during which tiﬁe L1545 hours of erchery
hunting was prosecuted between October 1 and November 5. No bucks were

killed by the archers.

Trapping results, 1950 (Teble 6)

Excopt for the beaver season which was set during the latter half
of Marech, all trapping waes dons between November 16 and December 15
Permits issued to trappers tetaled 86 during 1550, 30 of which were for
beaver itrapping. The total take of fur bearers in 1950 amounted to 208
pieces weighing 689,19 pounds. The cateh was made up of 1S3 muskrats
(Lb6 456 pounds), 9 mink (17.6% pounds), and 6 beaver (205,00 pounds)e
To make this catch the trapperé nad their traps out for = total of

1},216 trap-nights.

Genefal summary of use and take statisties (Table 7)

This table is included to show the generel trend of the use of
the Area by sightseers, anglers, hunters, and trappers, end the smount
of fish and geme taken. The ertrence figures would indicate that the

Areats use hes not yet reached its veak. The date on hunting and fishing
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Table Se-=Rifle deer hunting statisties, Rif'le River Area, 1950 season.

Tate ' Total Total Budks Total
hunter= Lours killed pounds of
days of hunting venison
taken
November 15 201 1,425,0 21 ‘ 2,303
16 291" 1,LL745 12 1,302
17 232 1,089,5 3 261
18 212 1,060,0 2 277
19 : 185 66640 vos eus
20 9 18945 cas .es
21 23 87.0 oee eos
22 52 23540 cos voe
23 I’ 1Ui30 cer ces
2l, 66 253,0 | e ves
25 78 220145 ses eas
26 . 39 ’ 130.0 2 207
27 kit L340 ces cee
28 13 Lo.0 cee cee
29 11 30,5 cee ves
30 9 35.0 eee see
Totals 1,519 7,098e5 Lo L,350

Archery season totals
Octobsr 1 - November 5 28 L5.5 0 ose

Totals, all deer hunting 1,547 7,10 Lo L, 350
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Table He.-=Trapping statistics, Rifle River Area, 1950 season.
(Total weights in pounds are given in parentheses.)
Period Humber Total Fur bearers taken Total
or of permits trap . pieces (and
date issued nights Muskrat Hink Beaver tobal pounds)
Merch 13 ~ 31 30 225 ess ees 6 (205400 6 (205400)
November 16 2 U5 39 (99425) ces ere 29 (99425)
17 2 118 18 (45.00) 18 (L5.00)
18 2 19l 28 (67.50) ces e 28 (67.50)
19 2 - > s 68 XY 28 (66;50)
20 2 see  ase 19 (L7.50)
2l 3 I (8:50) a4 22 (50.06)
22 3 ves ses 5 (12,00)
23 2 1 (1.88) .. L (8.63)
2l 2 oo s 1 (1.75)
25 2 see sese 1 (1.75)
26 3 2 23 F o
27 l e 295> e2d
28 3 ars aes 3 (7.81)
29 2 ses ore 2 (5431)
30 3 1 (2.75)  sse 3 (8.00)
December 1 1 5 ses sae PN 2es
2 3 157 L4 (8475) 1 (1.50) s 5 (10.25)
Z 3 200 1 (283) 2 (3.00) .ss 3 (5463)
[ X J LN B2 *9 20 FYL N} a9
5 2 5}-:-0 6 (1}4"25) 29 soe 6 (11.{..25)
6 LK B 1 a9 ¥ f X ] 2ab8 gow 290
7 2 L6 kL (10.50) - oes L (10450)
8 1 5 LA A4 580 das e
9 2 L1 2 (3425) ves - 2 (3425)
10 3 Lo 1 (2.75) 1 (2.75)
11 220 a8 e [ X N . 'E X ) FE X ] [ XX )
12 2 318 3 (Le73) ere .se 3 (La75)
15 sor s 0 e A4 e ase T )
li-!- 2 125 ‘i‘é (9150) 583 ase "._!.. (90!:0)
15 1 el 1 (2425} res oar 1 (2.25)

Totals, 1950 86 1,216 193 (L66.56) 9 (17.63) 6 (205.00)208 (689.19)




Table 7e-m=Goneral statistics, Rifle River Area, 19,5-1950 inclusive.

Ttom : s Yoar
19L5 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950
Sightseers 9,993 8,861 10,543 10,627 12,986 12,150
SE Fish 1,080 3,29l 3,881 L,176 4,335 5,042
Hunt 2,257 2,487 2,3L2 2,13h 2,00l 2,127
Prap Lo 75 52 141 118 86
Total entrants 16,370 1,717 16,818 17,078 19,13 | 19,709
Angling days 1,472 1,27 1,959 2,162 1,778 2,615
TROUT STREAIS Fish taken L6 1,164 1,495 1,533 1,031 1,100
Catoh por hour 0¢13 0s3L 0436 0e30 002l 0,16
| Angling days 2,608 1,867 1,922 2,01l 2,557 2,027
LAKE FISHING Fish taken 6,192 5,159 4,538 L,ol2 L, 563 8,200
Catch per hour 067 089 07l 058 0.57 1,08 8
=]
. s Hunteredays 33L 328 L2 350 L35 580 @
SMALL GAME HUNTTNG g o oo killed ~ % 126 115 130 217 332
Hunber-days 1,923 2,159 1,921 1,78l 1,569 1,547
L Buoks killed ’ ’ 51 L8 ’ 32 37 ’ Lo
TRAPETNG Permits issued L0 75 52 1% ] 118 86
o Pisces taken 1 172 126 30l 79 208
Stream fish by rod 221,92 Lh7.98 705400 529,38 51%470 LLo.72
Stream fish by experimental fiBhing ) XK PP ) see 6.L|.7 Y
Iaks fish by rod 2,21i7.13 1,523.89  1,246.75 1,22.75 1,718,491 2,116.48
POUNDS OF Iake fish by experimental fishing ... - oo coo " e 31,15 153
Small game = archery 301,87 128,19 115,72 23475 L6242l L8949
Rifle«killed deer 6,912 6,150.00 5,L98,00 3,58%,00 3,8l11400 14,350,00
Fur-bearers L2,00 393490 29h61,0 1,2L8.50 1,269,438 689,19
Total pounds -~ all forms 9,72L.92 8,95%3496  7,889,87 6,838,438 7,645,468 8,100.41




-1l -

suggest that interest in the treut fishing available is still increasing,
whils lske fishing is mcre or less stable, There has bsen & gradual
increase in the use of the Area by small game hunters sinece the tract

was opened to the public. Deer hunting pressure has decreased about 25
percent in comparison with the first 2 years, and appears to be related

to relatively low kills recorded in 1948 and 1949, The amount of trapping
conducted increased noticeably after the Arsa was opened to beaver
trapping. The total poundage of all forms removed has varied betwsen
6,838 and 9,725 pounds; it amounted to 8,100 pounds in 1950.

The staff of the Rifle River Area in 1950 operated under the super=
vision of Basil V. Hughes, Iake lMapping Sucvervisor I. It consisted ef
Arthur DeClaire, Fisheries Technician A, Charles V. Kohn, Maintenance
Technician B and Iawrence H. Bush, Fisheriss Technician B. These men
manned the checking staticn, registered the entrants, recorded_the fish
‘and game take, and maintainsd the buildings and roads on the Area.
During part of the hunting season, Ben C. Jenkins of the Geme Division
aided thenm in registering the game kill.,

Mrs., Arthur DeClaire contiﬁﬁ§g £é; duties as houseskeeper in an
efficient and pleasant mannef;“JShs furnished meals and lodgings to an
inereased number of transient administrators and investigators who
ceme to look over the Rifle River Arse and the Rifle River Watershed

Improvement projects.

INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES RESHARCH

David S, Shetter
Report approved by A. S. Hazzard

Report typed by B. A Lowell
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