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net. You might wen spear one in :,our ice ahant,7 vhile waiting tor a pike 

to cruise by. An easy way- to catch turtles is to trap thell. 1rq of several 

different types of traps are Yery e.tfectiYe. It you cannot bur' an ordinary, 

barrel-shaped turtle trap ready' made, you can readily construct aome, or 

ha.Te 80118 made by- coam"Cial fishermen along the Great Lakes, to look like 

those in the pictures. It JOU start t.roa scratch, the following epecitieatiou 

wU1 l'lalpl 

let• 3-inch aquare meah of #24 seine tv1ne (large mesh permits emall tvtlea 

to ucape and is least harmtul to puaing fiah). 

:Lenpht h to 6 feet from tron.t hoop to back hoop. 

loopat .3 to S per trap, each .30 inches 1n d.iuse'terJ preferabl.1' made of 

6-gauge steel wire with welded 3ointa, although 110ocl 1MJ' be uaed. 

Throat• hnnel shaped, 18 inches deep f'roa front hoop to opening inaideJ 

openins 4 inches wide b7 20 inches wideJ corners tied b,r twine to 

lliddl• hoop. 

Bear end• Closed by- pursing string. 

Preaervatina Copper naphthenate or net tar, applied to hoops and twine 

alJke. 

Stretchers• Wood or 9-gauge steel wire, 2 tor each trap. 

Coane-mnh poultry- wire llll1' be substituted tor the seine twine and, 

:lt this is done, JO-inch square frames of wood ma-r be used instead of the 

hoops. It is recomended that you retain the shape and d1mens1ona of the 

entrance as specified aince it is eas1ly passed through by- turtles on the 

vq in. You _,. want to alter the dimensions of the trapa in order that 

they will suit the facilities you baYe tor transporting th•• 

To set a trap such as just described, fill an old tin can with .t1ah 

heads and entrails, vitb. chicken ottal, or with other sach 3MlJT animal 

remains. It 1a 1.tr;,ortant that onl7 fresh bait be used and that it be changed 
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flffJ'q couple ot dqs in traps that are kept conatantly in the •ter. Punch 

NYeral holes 1n the can and hang it, tilled with bait, in the middle ot the 

trap 3Ut inaide the mouth in order to 1111"8 the turtles in. 

Tba beet placea to trap edible tvtlea are 1n the soft-bottollld, quiet­

wter portions of lakea, ponds, and atreaa. The beat sets tor traps are 

often adjacent to beda of pond lilies where the wter is not quite ao deep 

u the trap. fh1s ill illponant it the turtlea are wanted alive because if 

they cannot run their noses out of •ter to breathe air, thq will drown in 

a ahol't tim. Visit the traps mom1ng and night to raoTe the catch, adjust 

the aet, and check the bait ftPPll'. 

The seuon tor turtle h\mting 1n our State begins 1n late April and will 

extend into September. ror the balance of the year, our aquatic turtles 

hibernate, apparently without feeding, and trapping 1a ineffective althouch 

they mq be obtained b7 other means. At thia time, 1earching 1n spring holes 

or 1n soft bottoms of wtenraya under the ice often is well rewarded. 

The oriq licenee needed to operate turt.le trapa is an ordina.ry, va11d, 

aport-f1ahing liceme. It ill necessatT, bowe'Yer, that 70u contact ~ 

Consenation. Officer ot the county in which you are goiJJg to work and baTe 

hill approTe your traps and the name tags on than. It 111 al8o well if the 

officer knowa where J')U would like to trap. Chances are that he will ..all:se have 

some helpful euggut1ona for you. 

It your turtle hmlting technique has followed that described, the turtles 

are alive when you co• to take than from the trap. .A.a a good oonaervationiat, 

you return the smaller ones to the water and take only those larger than about 

10 inches 1n length home with you. Transportation, even ot large snapping 

turtles, is easily done in a burlap sack. Moisten the bag before putting 70ur 

catch in it, keep it damp en route, and the turtles vill be comfortable tor 
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...,. hove. At yaor destination, '70V catch -r be spilled out into a tu 

or a ll•• box, and, it not too crovde4, -., be kept tor 11181W daJIS 1n a f• 

inches of water. Some care should be taken to keep the ,rater f1"oa tou1.1nc. 

reed the tvtl• on table acrapa, both •t•l and Teptable, until 1011 wnt 

to eat tha. landle smppen and eoftebeJl• vith care for they can bite hard 

Pnpantion tor latina 

It 18 no 3ob at all to ftldJ' a tunle for oookinaJ with a little iractioe 

,ou vill tSnd it eus.er than cteteatbering and 4ree•in8 a ch!can and vll1 be 

able to bindle arr t..Ue 1n WU. 1lllda- tea arhmtea. You will qvtckl.1' deYeJe 

abort-eut mnboda, bat the following Sa an ..., wq tor a beginner. nm, 
chop ott the head and tour feet ao that the \llrtle can neither bite nor olav 

JbV.• It 7011 vlll lift Ida tail and bind lep ott the pound, he wU1 ~ 
. ' 

l'l1ll on Ide haad tor tbe aecutloa. !baD, natl Ida bel.J.1-ov.t b7 hie tau. to 

a tenoe ,oat, wee, • aide of tile barn, and. 1ft bl.Nd. With a sharp Jad.te, 

cu.\ along the back ahell and then the ~ ehe11 (cmt.e .-rked X on dlagraa) • 

low cut anuact and under neck and tail (toll.ov 8ffOV8 on diagra). Pll11 •• 

(See publ.18hed article tor ti.pre.) 

ak1n oft over each llab, neck, and tall, u 1n sldmdng out a rabbit. In 

anappinl tunlea the be~ plate mq be eepuued easil1' trom the back &bell 

by cutting uactlJ' th:rough the ,niture bet'IINII the t110 v.1.t,h a knUe. It JVU. 

hit right on the line, the bridge bn•• the t110 ahella w.Ul pt Ute butter. 

If it 0\1\a bard, look more cloHl, tor Ule preciae lengt,hwiae joint betwan 

the t110 shells. In other turtlu than the snapper, a atout ahean, hand ae, 

oz, aall ... t cleaftr will readil.T pat the t,-, shell.a. 

Witll all the akin remcJYed and plaatnn loNaned froa carapace, cut a_,. 

the be~ plate bJ' ~ allcing betveen the f'lesh and bone. The tow 

qurten 1ll&J" now be ..,.117 claiaed bJ outtSng to disjoint th• troll the upper 
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ahell. and from one another. Betore taking the fore quarters, alip out all ot 

the wides of the turtle. Then take the neck and the tail and you have aiz 

sections ot tine meat. If the turtle is large, go back tor the tenderloins 

that lie along the backbone, one on each aide behind the short r:lba. If you 

do a good job, you will realize about SO per cent of the starting wight ot 

the turtle 1n maat. The ehella may be scalded, bom7 plates fi1pped ott, and 

the bone with attached meat f'rapenta used for aoup stock. Soma people NIIIOTe 

the ~. particularly the liver, and consider thell to be fine dellcac1•. 

Eggs 1n tamale 111)8CUl8D8 are alao edible. 

The portions of meat. U'e quickly treed troa tat (appa.rent.J:y inp,rtant 

amce the tat 1e NJ)Oned to be very gt1111q in . flavor) and may be cooked 

d1rectl7 or soaked overnight in aalt solution strong enough to float an ••• 

Soma cha.ta like to add a tabl~ of T1ne1ar per quart ot ealt solution 

to tort~ leach the t.1.eeh. It 80&ked in aalt water, the mat mwst be walled 

before cooking. In either technique, no parboiling 11 necessary-, but parboilinc 

or prea81l1"e cooking will ensure teridernea. 

Contrart to the oft-repea'ted statement that turtles have 13 different 

kinda of meat, you will recognise only' t110t dark and light. The quartere and 

tall are dark and the tenderloins and neck are light. The texture 1s fine, 

when properly' prepared, and reeembl• high qualit7 beet. lovffer, the muscle 

fibera are long, and cross-cutting llke beet ateak improYes eating quality' of 

larger pieces. 

The number and kinds of ways in vbich turtles meat oan be cooked succeaa1"117 

is liaited only by the cook• s 1up'lation. A tew favorite recipes tollowJ thelle 

are in addition to the MD1' soups tor which tm-tle meat _,. be used as the 

. basic stock. 

Pried turtles Brown the cleaned meat in tat, shortening., or blltter. 

Pour ott excess grease, season, add a few bits of onion, enough •ter to COTel" 

and simmer until the :flesh begins to tall from the bones and ia easily chewed 
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(be ave to sample, do not rely on •coolced• appearance). Serve hot or colcl 

with relishes, potato chip&, and beverage of your choice. 

Turtle cutlets Pound lean, boned turtle ... t like cube steak, dip into 

egg batter, nll in aeal, mt try :In hot tat. 

Carrz of turtle• Cube a pound ot tvtle wt and Dl"OVll 1n blltter 111th 

diced oniona. ss.ar 1n a little water (or preanre cook) until meat ia 

tender. Add 2 cupa ot diced potato IDd C&ffOb, l/2 teupoonf'ul of C\lft"1' 

polllder, salt, ·pepper, and continue to oook until veget.ablu are done. Sene 

by po111"11'lg ova molds ot cooked rice. 

fmttlu are a too4 reaovce and, •inc• little legulation ez1ata to 

protect trum, thoae ot WI who like to eat them mut wrlc together in their 

beba] t. S•ll turtlu llWlt &1.-,. be retu:r:Ded to t,be •ter • !he 'ri.car1o1la 

sport of ehooting turtles oft lop should be stopped, not onl1' to proteet, 

the turtltta but because of the hasarda of shooting O'fer •ter.. farther.more, 

turtles crossing h1ghwqa should not be 1d.lled it this can be &'fl)icled. 

Studies have ehoa that tartJ.ea in general are not hamtul to wildl ite except 

aomtiua at atertowl aanctlW!"iu and at fish hatcheries where they •Y be 

conwolled easil.7. ror W.. haaon and because of their aipit1canee u 

tood tor man, the efforts o~ all eport8JlleD and others should. be anlieted tor 

the cona«rTation of thue animals. 

I 'thank Dn. A. s. Hassard and o .. P. Cooper ot the Inatitute tor 

riaheriea Rea.-rcb tor their interest and for augeatiou dealing vlth the 
t 

presentation ot thia subject. Dr. Horman Bart,wg, CUrator of BerpetoJ.oa, 

Univarsi't7 of K1ch1gan, khdq verif'ied the selection of aciantific D81188 

. and t1eld o.bancten. 
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