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IlatoNation aYailable t.o the Inatitute on fin and ~~ in ti. 
---- . i"/ •. 

st. Clair RiT.-, Lake st. Clair and tbt Detroit Rive, .;_ 81Bml&rised. 
\ _f, 

• .. ..__.,.., 
The original pur.l.'7 of the Detroit River 18 1adica\ed b:, large whitetiah 

apawn1ng nu ftoa Lake Irie and by aucceaatu:i. operations ot a whitefish 

am pitepel"ISh batehery from 1816 to 1919 in t.b.e citJ' of Detroit, uing wa\er 

Creel oenau Nee>rda demDnstrate considerable difterenoe in the 

character and qualit,y of tiahing in different parta ot the SJ1RtlL Walleyes 

dominate \he ca\oh in the st. Clair RiYdJ Lau st. Clair produce• ma1nlJ" 

perch bu\ alao good baa1 tiahing and the but Dl1111kellunge •at.chea in Mioh1-

ganJ tbe Detroit River yields considerable variet7 but 79llov perch, rook 

bu•~ Wall8J9• , white baas and sbeepahead an dominant. ~ed on a llizeable 

aample ot the fishing in 19~ and 1943, the yield of the connecting waters 

on tbl American a1de was eat,ima'l;ed t.o baYe been from 600,000 to 750.,000 fish 

weighing tl'OIB l?O to 200 tom. The average catch per hour for all waters 
in 1942 

waa 0.47/ and o.S? 1n 19kJ. 1'ba grea\ •jori ty of fishermen are from Wayne, 



St. Clair and Macoal, oountiu. 
7 

Sllllll&'l'J' ot fish eollection records sbov 67 speciee present including 
. "--

all the principal vara water gaae fiah. The lover Detroit RiTer still 

atforda good tiahing u demonatn.W by' general creel cenna figuru ot 

1.69 tiu. per hour 1n l9S2. Twelve k1ma ot game fish incl.wling rook baaa, 

peNll, crappie and pike were aken bJ" trap neu 1n the Ticinit7 of Sugar 

Island a.ad considerable apon tiahing wu obaened 1n that area. 

Beeauae ot '1111 pro:dm:1"7 to Detroit, Windsor am othn eenten ot 

pop11l.&Uoa ud beeau• ot thll h1p potent:1al :,eoreat:lonal Talu ot the•• 
waters tor sport :tiah:tag, it 1a essential ta, "'- diaoharge of doaeatio 

and ind.ut.rial vaatea be •~ter eontrolle4 by the United States and Canada. 
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'!he follow:ing ill a hlalalT ot the Wonaa\ion. in ti. filea ot \he 

Institute bearing on the •ub3"" ot fish and fishing 1n the st. Clair• 

R1Tel"1 Lake st. Cla lr and "1Je Detroit Ri't'er. RelatiwlJ' little work bu 

been done on these waters since few need purcbue a lioenae 'bo ti.sh thea 
1ron-~~,l,11t 

(oal.J'·tbose)taking other than peroh., caw.sh, bullheads,. bl• pike, Bancl 

pike, ciacoee and carp). 

Earlz !J>!!!:iiion !.!, !!!!!, ha~ '!I!. Detro1'\ River. It is of interen 

to note that one of the .first fish ha:tcheriu in Michigan was utablisb.e4 

on the Detro:l'\ River in '\he city of Detroit 1n 1876. Wat.a fl'Oll the rivw 

wu used to hatch the eggs of whitefish which asoendecl the streaa in grea" 
n\llllbera eaeh tall until 191$ when 1 t 1e reported tha\ dredging of the river 

destro7ed ta apavning grounds. The water fl"OJI the Detroit River wu --14 

to be of high qualit7 and •err suitable fer batci.t.ng eggs except for •• 
it.,.,,.,a. 

occuional. turb1di ty caused b,- •••••• In 118'8 the Detroit batcheJ'7 wu 

leased to the u. s. Bureau ot Fisheries and wu operawd by tha tor tlae 

batehing ot whi:tetish and pikepereh eggs until 1919. Mo reason vu given 

in reports of the Comissioner of Fisheries for the discontinuance ct \he 

operation of thia plant which waa listed as a substation of the federal 



hatche17 a\ Northville. However in the Report of tbe International. Joint 

Coad.saion United States and Canada on Pollution of Boundary Watera (l9Sl) 

it 18 stat.ed (p. 33) "If the 1913 to 19b8 trend in water pollution 1a per­

m tted to continue the tiae will come when cond1 tions will reach a poin 

where it will be iapossible to use these wa\era aatel7 tor dOJ1Bst1c pVpOaea." 

Thia ata\emen" a:1p\ tnd:l u"8 tba\ poll-atioa u well u the dutrv.ction et 

the whitefish epavn1ng rm by dredging -, ha•• been napon.aible for • 

abandomnent of tlle Detroit hatchel"J• 

!1¥!!1 Record (C£!!! Cenna). In 191'.0 a nana17 wu made of the 

general creel can.au tor the connecting wawn ot Lab Huron am Lake Irie 

(Institute Report lo. 71-2). J'roa 19,0 to Ult.O a total ot l, ?02 fiah:l.ng 

recorde ha4 be• 18C1Jl"ed DJ' M:lchigan Oonaemtion officer, in eonnecUoa 

wi\b regulas' l&1r enforcement patrol. !he fishenlea contacted had fiai.t a 

total of 6,211 hova and had oaupt 4,SSJ. fish ••tl.7 yellft penh bu vaU-

819• and pile• were alao well repre,H~nted. 

Tba soarci• of fishing intonation on these waters and their war-time 

recreational 111ponance tor the nevby industrial centers led to 1lha organS.­

sa\ion in 191.a ot a mre intensiYe cenau. Fol'JIS tor recording catches were 

diatribu\ed to the 71 boat liYery operaton (of a total of 84 then 1n opera­

tion on the Aaeriean side) who were willing to cooperate in this cenau. 

After the initial contact• in Mq opera.ton were :re-visited in Juq., u4 ii 

wu .round that onl717 ot the livery otmer11 bad kepi. pod record.a but these 

were considered a pd •maple. The local conservation ot.ticera alao iawn­

aified. their ceneu efforts during th:l.a period. A total. of l21 8.b4 fiahing 

recoria were &Nurecl in 1942 from all soUl'Cea whioh showed a catch of S0.,879 

legal fish at an average rate ot o.68 fillh per angler-hour. Again perch 
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..._.. found to make up the bulk of the oatoh al:t.hough wallqes (locall.J 

called pickerel) were mat important in the st. Clair River. Lake St. Cla:l.r 

dtorda soae of the beat, muskellunge fiahing 1n th18 part of the countr,. 
. . 

Baaed· upozi this cenna it was ea\illated that ta sport fishing catch ill 

19112 between Pon Huron am Wyandotte u;oeeded 7S0,ooo tiah weigbing OTW 

ko<>,000 pcnmd.8. (InsJitute tor Fiahe:riee Reaearoh reporta lo. '194 aal 

lie>. 879). 

fh18 cne1 cenau vu repeated 1n 19k3. Beoaue ot war•U. ooml:l:Uona, 

only Sk 'l.wa\ · liveries were in opftr&t,ion and. of these 10 kept, relia'b:\e ca\ch 

re~. A total ot 1010,36 ang11ng repork nn secured shoving a catoa ot 

lh, 8So iepl . f18h -~ an average rate of 0.,1 fieh per bour or 80JUWliat 1••· 

tban ·1n 19b2. Beo&1JS8 •N large tiah (waU..,..a) wen recorded, the peunda 
. I 

per hoUl" figure (O.lJ?) waa bigber tbaa 1n 191&2. In 191'2 79llow penh .-

up 68.8 peroent.ot the recorded oatoh but in 19li3 •re record8 were ob\a1Md 
. , . 

troa \he St. Clair River and. 1ihia influenced. the percentage compoaitioa of 

ti. cawh·u· wll aa ta anrage size pnrioual.7 referred to. ra l9h3 

J'8llow perch made up 40.2 percent ot tbe catch and walleye• 49.7 percen\. 

The eatima\e of the total fishing yield tor 1943 baaed on thia sample censut 

· wu 6001000 fiah weighing over 170 tons. The cenna of both years showed· 

that. the fishing vu done primaril.7 b7 l.ooal people. Ot all anglen inier­

viewecl 97.2 pezacen\ were resident.a of Wqne, St. Clair and Macomb counti••• 

(Inetitute tor fiaherie• ReN&l'Ch Repo~ No. 997). 

!!!!1 esen !!_ !!!!_ Connect.irJ.a Water•• A thorough review of the recorda 

of fiah folUld·in these waten was Jllllde in 1948.for a report to ti. Inter­

national. Joht Cowi saion referred to earlier. Also the tolerance liJd. ta to 

GOIIIIOn poUuta.nts was summarized. A total of 67 species ot fish waa recorded. 



1.noluding allot t1le prino1pal war.a water game fish such a \,ass, wall8JU, 

pilre ancl m:uakellunge. The general creel cenau to'I' the Detroit, Id.Yer vaa 

a:Lao euaarised. fro• 1928 to 1947 ad ahDwed .\bat, 18 apeeiea of gaaa &1111 

aoarae fiah haTe been COBIOnl.J' taken bJ' analen. wa.11.,..., J8llov perell, 

whi'te bua, rock bu• and aheepahea4 laTe doll1nated t.he catch. (Institute 

tor FiaberJ.• Re1euoh Bepon Bo. ll91). • 

Reoat. ·Creel Ge••• Hr. I. G. hkanD of \lie Inati t\lte atatt hae 

l>roupt tbe pnaal c:reel cena-ws 11P to da't.e l,J' ooapilSng tlJe reaul.tll tna 

19-8 to 19S2. !-,. uie giTeD 1a tbl a\tuW table. Record.a for t!Je Detroit. 

ILiTez- are '6>o few f• dinet compa.ri.aon wi'Ul thDN of earlier yean. t.Uow 

pereh sU11 doll:lnate Ille oatoh in all wa\en exoept ti. St. Clair River 

where wall-,.• cont1mle to be JIIN\ Saponant. 

lacent. stwq; !.£, ~ fiu faaa and tis!!!Y !!, 19!. low•r De1iroit Ri'ffl'. 

Becaue of ooaplanta of propoaed dre4g1ng and cluaping operatioae 1n ta 

"fio:l.n1t7 of Suga.JI Island. near the mouth of the Detroit River, a stuq of 

the tiah pop111.atioa and tbe anglen catch vas made here in 19S2. llett.ing 

took 12 Jdnd8 ot 18111 tie, 12 kinds ot ooane or rough fish, 18 forage 

speciea and 3 N-ca.1.led "obno:xio•• specie•• file mn •~ sport, fiah 

were1 root baas, perch, crappie, aunfiah and pike. n. creel cenau ooa­

ducted b7 local conaenat.ion offieen in this area showed a good uerage 

cawh (l.69 in l9S2) which 1• ■lightly abo'Ye the average catch for -U. Grea\ 

Laba and connecting •ten• 

1) Tha comiecting waten between Lake Ruz-on and Lake Erie, becau• of 

their sise ud promitJ' to Detroit, Windsor and other industrial centers 
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an ot ld-&h 1-portance .. tor recnaUoDll ·ft•hiag. 

2) ~ ·~ • gnat variety· of tialdng atrerdecl 'bJ' th• st. C1dr n.., 
Lake s~. ••·cia:b- · and DI · Detn>it Rifll' :1nc1wt1u.g * ben n~l•ge filJilltc 

ia Micld&ilJ\• . fhe Heh ·ai-e ot high quall.~ 81Mi .. nch ■ought bj fllhel'll8nt • . 

. •IIPMiaU.i'~w of \he co•U. in 1rbltll-. waten lie.. The an\Ul!l 

p1$d;ari~n . .t - Iha :La in .exoeu. ot )~ pounda. lt • food ... 

reonat~· n.l• 'ii '1 per 'pound ·1- g1.,<_. tilhing the .·~ YalWt of 

~· ••tin i• ·u.hiac V0\114 ~ ,~,.~i: 1eut tkoo.ooo~ 
. ', ' :,;'.·;-·.·· 

. J) O.f'·i-,.ri,a .•-oa.te a Pft&Nn1'i~ ~i:jaa ill •••i- ciu.Uv, eapeoial-
3.y •!att ·-.• .~ ti '.World Wv n, 1'Na-.'.:~f:.,1at O'Mh et ~111.ati.oa a.a .· 
induatri.4 __,,.~• amt. ~--" ino~ h poll\\'tioa. ' 

k)' tt ta. hip Jal.• of thue water• tei .J'MJ'Mt.ional ti■ldng 1• to 'be 

maiakilUtd, · t• i. ~ve t•\ _.lT, ._. u4 "4•tioa ot poll.dMa ,· 

N UOOJIIJ)lial\N. Tll!tl'e ia gs-an danpJ' ot .-'1lction or el1■:SnJ\tioa .t tM 

:mn deairable tishN u baa occurred :ln other tram• u indunrial • 

dou•U• wut,e d~ing hu ·· incnued. 
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General creel census au.rmnary for 1948-1952 for · the Connecting Waters of Lake Huron and Lake Erie 

Year 

1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 

Total 

Year 

l'.;//~ 
1949 
1950 
1952 

Total 

Year 

1948 
1951 

Total 

Number 
Anglers 

367 
562 
550 
108 

90 
1,677 

Hours 
~tshed 

fish 
Caught 

Catch 
Per Hour 

2.27 
3.26 
2.88 
1.54 
2.12 
2.74 

Sm. 
bass 

53 
24 ---
22 
22 

Lm. 
bass 

4 .... 

--4 

Rock 
Bluegill P'see·d bass Crappie 

....... ~,. 39 65 123 
33 214 91 162 - 14 18 15 
3 18 78 20 .... 9 33 11 

z6 294 --. - ·285 .3,31 

· · \~~ial creel census summary- £or St. Clair River (for last S years) 
\,1-/)'.;':/1 . . 

Number 
Anglers 

43 
115 
303 

82 
543 

Number 
Anglers 

.32 
27 
59 

llours · Fish catch 
Fished Caught Per Hour 

105.0 86 o.s2 
289.p 251 0.8?: 61' ,- ' 450 0.7'J _ 9~<t:: 
231~0-·· 244 1.05' 

1,24,6.0 l,OJl 0.83 

,;l.l, 

sm. 
bass 

l 
1 -2 

I 

Yellow 
per~_h ___ Wall __ ey_e ___ C_en_s_u_s_--_tak_er_ 

11 
9 

20 

86 
250 
438 
135 

1,009 

McCord 
Duncan, McC01 
McCord 
Duncan 

~.ral creel census Slll11l'llar.Y £or Detroit River (for last; years) 
-., ,,. ,. . 

Fish catch Yellow Northern 
Caught Per Hour perch pike Census-taker 

82.5 34 0.41 28 6 Peabody (All data 
79.0 991 12.54 991 - Peabody (All data 

161..2 .• 1 2025 6.~5 1 2019 6 



Year 

1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 

Total 

Year 

1949 
1950 
1952 

Total 

Year 

1948 
1951 

Total 

General creel census sunnary for 1948-1952 for 

feiiow 

2,011 12 
4,849 23 
S,432 , 36 

346 114 
Sl4 17 

13,152 202> 

' 1 ,. 

collected _iJJ Februaxy and Har¢h)/' 
collected in Jatm.ary)· · c,: · ; '"; . 

1 
9 

---~ ! .. 

4 

.,·:.-.,...,,_, 
' ) '' ~ . 

,,. _ __,: 
;::,:,:j::<;\ 

the Connectittg Wateis of Lake Huron and Lake Erie 

-3 

~ •. ; Lee 
Boerma~'. McCord 
BezTT, HaCord 
Berry 
Berry 
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a.,on .t \lie ln_._Uow. Join ~q1..a 1m1'94 st.aw azut Canada oa 

U. Poll-..,a of lo..,,. WaMN. Wuld.Jtpoa 1'f1 0\--. 
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